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APPENDIX GA36a

	LEVEL 4 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	Level 4 Diploma Therapy Assistant Practitioner

	Module:
	Clinical Decision Making for Therapy Assistant Practitioners

	Module code:
	BMAC4018/ 
PJ14CY012: CDO558
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	n/a

	Lecturer:
	Sarah Collins
	Internal Verifier:
	Donna Morgan

	Assignment Title:
	Academic Discussion Two 
	Word count (or equivalent):
	30 minutes

	Submission deadline:
	16th January 2025
Time to be confirmed 

	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	20 term time working days

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  











	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	Learning Outcomes

AO1 - Understand the role of clinical decision making within clinical practice.
Learning Criteria
	1.1
	Explain what is meant by clinical decision making.

	1.2
	Describe how person centred care informs clinical decision making and practice.

	1.3
	Explain factors which affect clinical decision making, to include:
• information and knowledge sources to utilise to make effective clinical decisions
• barriers to effective clinical decision making.

	1.4
	Summarise the core skills required to make effective clinical decisions.

	1.5
	Describe how clinical decision making informs therapeutic practice.

	1.6
	Analyse the information and skills which inform own clinical decision making.

	1.7
	Summarise the governance that supports clinical decision making.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION



Students must participate in a 30 minute Academic Discussion on the topic of ‘Clinical Decision Making’.

Within their allocated group discussions, students will each demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of clinical decision making and how this process informs safe and effective practice.  Within the discussion each student will also analyse their own decision-making skills.

There should be 3 main areas of discussion - 

· The group should begin by discussing clinical decision making within clinical practice in general terms.

· The group should then select ONE of the case studies (Julie or Ken) and discuss the clinical decisions for that patient.

· The group should then each reflect on their own experiences in practice.

Each group MUST use the check sheet to ensure all criteria is covered within the discussion.

As with any academic assignment, the discussion should have a clear introduction, main body and conclusion.

Each student should aim to make use of at least 5 credible sources throughout the discussion.

Each student will submit their own correctly formatted reference list of the sources they have used within their discussion to the relevant Turn-It-In link by 9am on the day of the discussion.

Students will be allocated a group mark.


Case Studies


Case Study One - Ken Jones

Ken is a retired farmer who lives in a bungalow with his wife, located on a working family farm.  Ken has always worked as a farmer and is a proud father of two sons who have continued on the family business. 

Ken has always maintained an active role on the farm; however, over the past 2 years he has gradually found mobility difficult, due to cellulitis and lymphoedema. 

Ken was admitted to hospital following a fall at home, and was unable to get off the floor.  On admission, Ken was diagnosed with acute kidney infection and septic cellulitis. 
Past medical history includes: Diabetes, cellulitis, and is 35 stone.  

A referral is made to your team, and you have been asked to support in Ken's rehab. 


Case Study Two – Julie Andrews

Julie is a retired personal assistant, who lost her husband to cancer 3 years ago.  Julie retired early, due to osteoarthritis in her hands, and later having rheumatoid arthritis in her legs and knees, impacting on her ability to keep working.  Julie later became the main carer for her husband until he died.  Julie and her husband were unable to have children, but she maintained a close relationship with her niece. 

Over the past 18months, Julie has reduced her daily activities, avoiding going out of the house and family started to notice her becoming forgetful.  Julie is now under investigation for dementia. 

What matters to Julie is nothing in her home changes, she maintains her usual mobility and independence. 

Julie is referred to your service by her family, due to concerns that Julie is not managing daily activities, is neglecting her health and wellbeing, and her mobility has started to deteriorate. 


















Discussion Check List


	Essential Criteria 

	[image: Checkmark with solid fill]

	
General
	

	Provide a definition of clinical decision making
	

	Explain various factors of the process including  - 
	

	· The spectrum of decision making
	

	· The difference between simple and complex clinical decision making
	

	· How different types of risks are balanced when making a decision
	

	· The relationship between good decisions and safe care
	

	· How clinical decision making informs practice
	

	Explain how clinical decision making informs therapeutic practice
	

	
	

	
Case Study
	

	Clearly explain 3 clinical decisions you would be making regarding Julie / Ken
At least one of these has to be a complex clinical decision
	

	Explain what data or evidence has informed your decisions
	

	Discuss at least 2 sources of information and knowledge sources that you would utilise to make those effective clinical decisions
	

	Discuss at least 3 core skills being used and must explain why these core skills are required to make effective clinical decisions
	

	How is person centred care impacting the decision making process?
	

	Explain at least 2 barriers that may affect your decisions
	

	Summarise the governance that supports this decision making
	

	

Reflection
	

	What examples do you have of working with plus sized patients or dementia patients (this will depend on the case study)?
	

	Have personal attitudes or biases ever played a role in clinical decisions that have been made?
	

	Identify if you have your own decision making patterns.
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