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Rationale
During this essay, the writer will discuss the importance of language and culture, focussing on the importance of Welsh language and culture, its roots, and its challenges from past times to its present state. In addition, the writer will examine how significant are schools in sustaining the Welsh language, cultural, historical and geographical features whilst critically evaluating their impact, suggesting areas for improvement.
Welsh, Britain’s oldest language, as suggested by historians, can be traced back to first writings somewhere between the fifth and eighth centuries with the Romans the first to pen the Welsh language to paper. (Welsh Gov, 2024) Across Britain, Welsh certainly has the deepest history, stretching back some 2,500 to 4000 years ago, where Brittonic language was transitioned to Welsh around 400 to 700 AD however many believe the language may have been spoken amongst its people long before. (Davies, 2014)
Although steeped in history, the Welsh language hasn’t always been valued or seen as progressive. During the reign of Henry VII, laws were passed that announced that English would be the only recognised language of the courts in Wales, the those individuals using the language would not be eligible for public office roles. The education report that would follow in 1847 would only further drive the negative stigma of Welsh people and its language, criticising the Welsh morals and beliefs, with one of its strongest statements demanding that the Welsh language was one of backwardness, appose to the English language, which was viewed as the route to economic and social progress. (Brooks, 2018)
Substantially, these age-old views would remain in legislation for generations. After many failed attempts in a push for change, it wasn’t until 1967 that the Welsh Language Act 1967 was passed. This bill whilst significant for the people of Wales and the Welsh language was limited to legal proceedings. The act would allow for the Welsh language to hold equality to English within legal proceedings including the translations of any required documents. (King’s Printer of Acts of Parliament, 1967)
It would take over another 25 years for legislation to improve and cement the place of Welsh language and cultures significance to official documentation. The Welsh Language Act 1993 would make significant improvements to the earlier legislation, ensuring the importance of the language was recognised throughout everyday life in Wales. The aim of the changes would be to promote and facilitate the use of the Welsh language. Included in the act was the movement of equality between the English and Welsh languages within the conduct of public business and the administration of justice. Additionally, to further enhance the use of the language, radio and TV programmes such as S4C would be broadcast daily, newspapers produces wholly or in part in Welsh, and bilingual signage. (Thomas et al., 1996)

In March of 2014, Professor Graham Donaldson was asked by the Welsh Government to review the arrangement of the curriculum and assessment of school education in Wales. Within his findings, Donaldson (2014), found that the Welsh language was a real strength of the education system. He did however suggest that there should be a greater emphasis on young peoples ability to use Welsh confidently in every day settings.
In support of the life of the Welsh Language, the Welsh curriculum sets a requirement for schools to deliver Welsh as part of the national curriculum. It is mandatory for all schools in Wales to provide education of the Welsh language for all pupils from ages 3 to 16. Children should be given the opportunity to listen to Welsh being spoken, read and write in Welsh, and develop knowledge and understanding of Welsh geography, history and culture. (Welsh Gov, 2022)

However, most recently and significantly, the Welsh Government passed The Welsh Language and Education Bill on June 11th 2024. The act was introduced to support the government aim of 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050. The act drew focus to improving the use of Welsh language in both Welsh and English medium educational settings, increase the number of staff in Wales who could speak Welsh and to improve the standard of those already working in Welsh. (Welsh Parliament, 2024) 
Unfortunately, even with the improved legislation and commitments from the Welsh Government, there were clear signs of a decline in the number of Welsh Language from a census in 2021. (See appendix A) (BBC News, 2022) The strength of the language seems to divide the country with the majority of Welsh speakers living in the West or North of the country. There are many potential contributing factors to these statistics. Many would argue that the North and west being more rural and cultural areas see the majority of their population being rooted to the area where as areas such as Cardiff or Swansea see rapid change due to industrialisation, universities and immigration, brining change, damaging the continuation of the Welsh language. (See appendix B) (Welsh Gov, 2022b)

Activity overview
As legislation and aims from Welsh Government suggest, the Curriculum for Wales holds the key to success in Wales reaching its goal of 1 Million Welsh speakers by 2050. But is Welsh language being taught on the curriculum enough to encourage learners to use Welsh outside the classroom and become a ‘Welsh speaker’?
Within educational settings there are a wide range of strategies and implementations used to encourage and enhance the use of Welsh and the celebration of Welsh culture and being Welsh. In English medium schools the emphasis on Welsh is significant throughout the school day. From greetings at the school door, registers taken in Welsh, to Welsh songs, and pupils encouraged to use Welsh for every day communications such as asking to go to the toilet, the Welsh language is not solely used in ‘Welsh lessons’ but continuously throughout the day. With many activities to choose from, the writing will focus on the Eisteddfod. Steeped in history and boasting huge significance in Wales, the Eisteddfod can play a large role in encouraging the Welsh language not only throughout school, but at home and into the wider community also. 
Originating in Cardigan Castle in 1176, with competitions in music and poetry, the Eisteddfod has been a constant in Welsh history since, officially formalising as the National Eisteddfod in 1860 in Denbigh, by the council and general committee. The following year in Aberdare would see the first official National Eisteddfod. The competition now known as the largest competition of music, poetry and the arts in Europe. (Llyfrgell Genedlaethol - National Library of Wales, 2022) The competition is now held yearly across Wales, held between the south and north on rotation, usually on the first week of August. The stage boasts a 1,700 seated viewing point, with some of Wales best musicians, actors and poets, competing in solo, or large group competitions, all delivered in Welsh. 
For schools, the Urdd Eisteddfod, Europe’s largest youth festival, is a celebration of the Welsh language and culture, and provides young people with the opportunity to compete in school, locally, across county and then nationally. In 2025, at Margam park the festival will boast 378 competitions with around 15,000 children and young people participating. (Urdd, 2024)
On March 1st of each year, Wales celebrates its Patron Saint, Saint David. The Eisteddfod, paired with Wales’s most patriotic day of year, brings an enrichment of Welsh culture and activities both in the build-up, on the week that St David’s day falls and the day or the closest week day to March 1st. In the school calendar, no day, or period of the year provides more opportunity for the use of Welsh, for Welsh people to be proud of their heritage, or for the countries steeped culture to be celebrated. Children in Wales will spend the time singing Welsh songs, dressing in traditional Welsh costumes, a costume of flannel with a bonnet (Welsh Otter, 2022) (see appendix C), dancing traditional dances to Welsh folk music (Welsh Gov, 2017) (see appendix D), creating poetry, learning of Welsh tales, myths and legends such as King Arthur or Gelert. The competition amongst schools is often split into house teams or form groups, driven across a range of subjects and therefore involving all pupils in some capacity, and it’s this competitive nature that drives the passion for the pupils who pull together to compete. (see appendix E) (Pontarddulais Comprehensive School, 2024)


Evaluation
The Eisteddfod is undoubtedly a successful activity for promoting the use of the Welsh language, the Welsh culture, and its geographic and historical heritage. Many would argue the most important and effective event of the year especially within the school calendar when it comes to the appeal of being Welsh and the ability to involve a large number of individuals. Identifying the Eisteddfods importance, in 2024, the Welsh government provided £350,000 to low income families, which would allow them to visit the national festival for free. One head teacher described the scheme as “so important, we’re able to extend a welcome to as many of our local residents as possible so they can experience our unique culture and experience the Welsh language as a living language that is an integral part of our communities here in the valleys.” (Welsh Government, 2024b)
In addition, when schools fully immerse the celebration it brings together the community and ensures involvement from not only pupils, but all school staff, parents and carers, grandparents, local and even national businesses. The excitement of the Welsh tasks set in school, accompanied with competitions often set as homework, pupils will strive to use the language, research Welsh tales and emblems for their poetry or art work which will actively involve their families at home. With ambitions to make their families proud on the school stage, many pupils will practice for hours at end at home, involving siblings and parents alike, before heading to the shops to ensure they look the best in their traditional Welsh attire. Successful entries will then go onto national competitions where they will compete against other schools. As well as delivered in front of thousands of spectators in person, the Urdd Eisteddfod is broadcast live on S4C, which also provides an on-demand service and highlight reels on social media, with the Eisteddfod reaching 330,000 viewers on tv and reaching 2.8 million views across social media platforms a big increase from 2023. (S4C, 2024, 2024b)
Assuming all pupils on roll at public schools in Wales, just shy of half a million, participate in the Eisteddfod, the 25,000 school staff, the parents and families of each pupil, the Urdd attendees and viewers, along side those running the events, local businesses selling the Welsh costumes and many others, it’s difficult to argue that any activity schools participate in has a greater impact on the inclusion and support of the Welsh language and culture. 
However, a large event once a year is not going to solely ensure Wales reaches its targets by 2050. The main drawback to the activity is that is drives the interest once a year, for some schools a day, for others a week, some maybe just for a morning or afternoon, and it requires the school the drive the depth of the competition. Another being that some schools simply enter a group of their best Welsh speakers or singers into a single competition and therefore the competitions idea of wholeness involvement is missed. Strengthening the importance of the competition could be delivered by the Welsh Government by making entry to the competition’s compulsory. This would therefore ensure each schools involvement was on a parallel and not left to the discretion of the school itself. A school with governors, a head teacher or staff who don’t prioritise the competition could ignore the competition completely, and in theory show no signs of the Eisteddfod. In addition to Welsh being delivered as compulsory on the Welsh curriculum, it could be a huge benefit to make participation in Eisteddfods both locally and nationally compulsory, providing the best opportunity for learners to develop a love for the language and see it being used outside of the classrooms everyday small talk. Strengthening the activity further could be to deliver a variety of competitions throughout the school year rather than just once around St Davids day. These repeat events would certainly only strengthen the importance of the culture and language across schools in the country. 
In support of the Eisteddfod, Estyn, the education and training inspectorate for Wales, took part in the Eisteddfod in 2024 alongside Qualifications Wales. Estyn reported the event as a ‘tremendous success’ with over 100,000 registered. Additionally, they described the role of teachers and educators as crucial to develop the skills and creativity to compete in the diverse range of competitions. The Chief Inspector of Estyn, Owen Evans quoted” the Eisteddfod provided a valuable opportunity to engage with teachers, parents, and children, reinforcing our commitment to supporting Welsh language education. We were able to engage directly with visitors and discuss our role in shaping education across Wales.”
The Urdd Eisteddfod is a celebration of the vibrant culture and language of Wales, and we look forward to continuing our involvement.” (Estyn, 2024) The support of the national body of inspectors only strengthens the argument for the importance of the celebration and its potential impact if fully supported by the Welsh Government and all schools across Wales. It’s impact although starting in schools can undoubtedly shape a positive impact on the wider community, families and businesses alike. To conclude, it is obvious the Eisteddfod should be held in high regard and of the highest importance within Welsh education, however, its impact could hold greater impact if the festival wasn’t construed to one week or one day of the year and was continually developed throughout the school year. 
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