Chapter 5: Findings and Conclusion
5.1 Introduction
This chapter will provide a summary of the main findings and recommendations of the primary and secondary research carried out. It will reflect on the dissertation objectives:
1. To explore current policies, strategies and intervention schemes that are in place to intervene or to persuade young people from carrying knives or knife crime.
2. To explore if police officers are aware of strategies, policies and interventions for young people who are at risk of knife crime.
3. What current training do response police officers receive regarding knife crime involving young people and is this training effective?
4. Identify areas of learning for response officers.

5.2 To explore current policies, strategies and intervention schemes that are in place to intervene or to persuade young people from carrying knives or knife crime

Primary research was conducted to complete this objective. From the research, it was discovered that there were multiple different policies, strategies and interventions in place to intervene or to persuade young people from carrying knives. A common factor amongst these interventions was to make every effort to keep young people out of the criminal justice system and to focus on rehabilitation rather than punishment. 

5.3 To explore if police officers are aware of strategies, policies and interventions for young people who are at risk of knife crime
5.4 Identify areas of learning for response officers.

To achieve this objective, a questionnaire was disseminated to police officers. Just over half of the number of participants stated that they did know of strategies, policies and interventions for young people who are at risk of knife crime. When asked what specific interventions they are aware of, the most common answers were “knife amnesty” and “op sceptre.” However, some participants did mention the youth offending team/service as a strategy for young people who are at risk. 
Despite The Home Office (2023)(a) stating that since 2019, 50,000 weapons were taken off the street after being seized as a result of stop searches, only two participants mentioned that the police power of stop searches as a strategy to intervene young people from knife crime. Furthermore, when the participants were asked how often they utilise their power of stop search, the majority of them answered “rarely.” This contradicts the findings from the Home Office as one would assume that officers are regularly performing stop searches for knives/bladed articles based off of that statistic. 
His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2023)(a) found that “police didn’t make full use of other relevant powers.” Specifically, the power to apply to the courts for gang injunctions. 70% of participants of the questionnaire stated that they weren’t aware of this power so this could mean that it’s not the simple fact of police not making full use of their powers because it’s too “time-consuming, bureaucratic and expensive” but that there is a lack of training in this area.
Furthermore on the subject of lack of training, it was found in the primary research that officers had a “lack of understanding” of ‘outcome 22’ (His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2023)(a)). However, 51% of participants said that they were aware of ‘outcome 22’ regarding intervention and diversionary activities which doesn’t exactly corroborate my primary findings. If research was carried out for this topic in the future, it could be recommended that this be explored further to confirm if this 51% actually understand what is meant by ‘outcome 22’ instead of if they are just simply aware of it.

5.5 What current training do response police officers receive regarding knife crime involving young people and is this training effective?

From the literature review, it was discovered that if a child is found in possession of a knife or a weapon then the police have a duty to send a public protection notification to social services (Nottinghamshire County Council, 2022). It was clear from the questionnaire that participants were accustomed to completing child at risk referrals in their daily work. However, when asked how often they submit a PPN regarding a young person who has or is at risk of committing knife crime, the majority of participants answered either ‘monthly’ or ‘rarely’. 
From the primary research, it was found that workshops on completing referrals to social services were rolled out to police officers in Gwent which have been viewed as having a significant impact on the quality of the referrals sent to social services (The Royal Society for Public Health (2020)). However, a problem was also found that social services were having with referrals received from police officers. The Vulnerability Knowledge and Practice Programme (2020) stated that police do not fully understand the referral process and that they rely on others to share information for them. So, in the questionnaire, it was asked to officers who they send their PPNs onto. 80% of the participants answered only social services and no particular partner agency. One participant even answered “not sure”. Therefore, it is clear that officers know how to complete PPNs but it could be suggested that there is room for training regarding who they should be sending the PPNs onto depending on the specific needs of that child. 
Furthermore, participants were asked what training they could think that they had received regarding knife crime, specifically involving young people. An overwhelming amount of participants stated that they hadn’t received any training specifically involving young people, and therefore answered the following question stating that their training wasn’t effective/had little effect.
Opinions of the participants were obtained on what training they thought they might benefit from regarding knife crime involving young people. There were many different recommendations and some ideas reflected on the lack of knowledge already identified throughout the questionnaire. For example, one participant said they think officers would benefit from training around policies and interventions and learning how partner agencies can intervene. Another participant recommended sessions run by reformed young adults telling other young people what impact knife crime had on them and what helped them change their behaviour. The common theme around these answers were that participants wanted more training on how to deal with the long term issues rather than the initial response to knife crime.
Participants were also given the opportunity to decide how they would prefer their training on this subject be carried out. 67% of participants stated that they would prefer it to be carried out face-to-face and one participant suggested that training in this subject could be carried out in officer safety training refreshers.

Final thoughts 
It is evident from the research presented that knife crime has become an increasingly prevalent issue in young people in today’s society. In recent years, we have seen an increase in different strategies, policies and interventions to try and deter young people away from knife crime and, in different ways, rehabilitate these young people so that they can stay out of the criminal justice system in the future. There does seem to be a missing link between these intervention strategies and the police service, which has been shown in this research to be the result of a lack of internal informative training and communication between the police force and partner agencies. It is clear that deterring young people away from knife crime is a challenge however it is only when the police service introduces new training methods informing their officers of these strategies, policies and interventions will the officers on the beat be fluent in how to tackle knife crime in young people. 
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