Exploring Secularism and Religion in the United Kingdom (UK)
In this assignment a religion, philosophy and ethics student will try to summarise the debate about whether the UK is a secular or religious country. Why this debate is important to summarise will be mentioned in this essay. This essay will use one main source, which is an article by the Guardian entitled ‘Our retreat from Christianity doesn’t mean we’ve lost our sense of morality’ and two supplementary sources, which are the Oxford English Dictionary and the UK 2021 census. 	Comment by Regan Edwards (2305133): a lot of opinion, keep it simple and let the rest of the paragraphs speak for itself.

[bookmark: _Int_pTYJDM3N]Firstly, this debate is important to summarise, because a recent article by the Guardian made the claim “that our retreat from Christianity doesn’t mean we’ve lost our sense of morality.” (Malik 2023) There are two debates this article causes the first is the UK a religious or secular country and the second is does the decline in religiosity make the UK more or less moral. This assignment will address the first debate, the arguments made for the UK being a religious country, and the arguments made for the UK being a secular country. Furthermore, it is important to realise that this debate applies to more than just Christianity, as when asking is the UK a religious country, other religions should be considered. Additionally, the article also made the claim that a “recent poll of Anglican clergy showed that the majority thought that the UK could be called historically Christian, but not currently. Also, only a minority thought the UK could be called Christian.” (Malik 2023) This shows that even within religion and even more specifically within the UK’s state religion of Anglicanism most people do not consider the UK a Christian country. However, this also shows that some people within these groups do consider the UK a Christian country. However, it is important to note that this paragraph only reflects Christianity in the UK, but when asking the question is the UK a religious country it is important to consider as many different religions as possible.
Secondly, lets define the words religious and secular. The Oxford English Dictionary (OXD) defines religious as “Of, relating to, or concerned with religion.” (Murray 1906) This means when asking if the UK is a religious country, it is vital to consider does the UK have anything of religion, does the UK have anything relating to religion or does the UK have any concern with religion. It could be argued the UK does relate to religion as the there are many religious people in the UK, thus making it a religious country. Furthermore, the OXD defines secular as “Belonging to the world and its affairs as distinguished from the church and religion.” (Murray 1906) This means when asking if the UK is a secular country that it is vital to consider does the UK belong to the world and its affairs as distinguished from the church and religion. It is complicated if the UK belongs to the world as distinguished from the religion as there is a state religion, but it does not have much influence on decisions made by the country.
[bookmark: _Int_XmcyVFBG]Thirdly, it is important to now consider if the UK can be called a religious country through the statistics of the UK 2021 census, since the guardian article mentions this census. This will be done by considering the top three percentages of amounts of people in the categories in the religion section of the census. It is important to consider the statistic that caused this debate that being the amount of people who identify as Christian falling below half. (Roskams 2022) This suggests that the UK is a secular country. However, it is important to note that while the amount of people who identify as Christians has fallen below half, 46.2 percent of people still identify as Christian. (Roskams 2022) This is the highest percent for any of the categories in religion on the census, which suggest the UK is a religious county. The 2021 census showed that the amount of people who identify as no religion increased (Roskams 2022), this suggests that the UK is a secular country. However, it is important that this only went up from 25.2 percent to 37.2 percent, which is only a 12 percent increase. (Roskams 2022) This suggests that the UK is a religious country. The amount of people who identify as Muslim has gone up since the last census, this suggests that the UK is a religious country. (Roskams 2022) However, it is important that this only went up from 4.9 percent to 6.5 percent, which is only a 1.6 percent increase. (Roskams 2022) This suggests that the UK is a secular country. The 2021 census showed that the amount of people who identified as no religion increased (Roskams 2022), this suggests that the UK is a secular country. However, it is important to note that this only went up from 25.2 percent to 37.2 percent, which is only a 12 percent increase. This suggests that the UK is a religious country. (Roskams 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_QFu5uhTu]In conclusion, to summarise this debate, there are on one side of the debate those who argue the UK is a religious country, on another side those who argue the UK is secular country and finally those who argue the UK can be called historically religious, but cannot currently be called religious. The people who argue the UK is a religious country argue this, because the UK has a large religious population, and that the UK has a state religion, which is Anglican Christianity. The people who argue the UK is a secular country argue this, because there is a large population of non-religious people in the UK and although the UK has a state religion, no one is required by UK law to believe in it or practice it. Finally, the people who argue that the UK can be called historically religious, but not currently religious argue this, because the UK has been historically Christian, but in modern times most religions in the UK including Christianity have been decreasing in the amount of people who practice it, whereas the amount of people who are non-religious has increased. 
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