Analysis of Results

The previous chapters have set out the original question, that being: Domestic Abuse and Substance misuse; Is there a link between substance misuse and the likelihood of someone being a victim or a perpetrator of domestic abuse.

And have looked at the research which exists in relation to the topic, through this research the question was narrowed to; Domestic Abuse and Substance misuse; Is there a link between substance misuse and the likelihood of someone being a perpetrator of domestic abuse.

The method used as part of this research has been decided as being in the form of a survey which would be disseminated to and answered by police officers only.

The type of survey tools available vary greatly and this researcher has opted to use an online survey tool called SurveyMonkey.  This benefits of this tool, are that it has allowed the researcher to easily design a survey questionnaire without having to consult expert statisticians.  The survey is easily shared via an open link, or by email to potential participants.  And lastly, the survey once complete automatically returns analysis of the responses in the form of charts/graphs which are again easily customisable by the researcher.  Further to this the tool is free to use and is extremely useable for the researcher.

The negatives of using SurveyMonkey are that despite having a number of returns and the aim of this researcher was to have 20 plus returns to form the data set, SurveyMonkey only includes the first 10 returns in its analytical data.  Due to this the survey was closed sooner than anticipated as further returns were not adding to the data utilised by the researcher.

At the time of ending the survey, some 13 responses were received however only the first 10 are included in the analysis of results.  Despite this shortcoming, there are clear trends which can be seen in those 10 responses which will be examined in more depth by this researcher.

Of the 10 included responses, 90% were from police officers and 10% were PCSO’s.  Both are the target of this research as both attend and deal with domestic incidents which is the valuable insight this research intents to extrapolate information from.  This means that the survey itself was successful in targeting its intended audience and has no replies from respondents who would otherwise have been discarded from the analysis of results.

As the following graphic depicts, of the respondents some 40% deal with domestic incidents daily and another 40% said they deal with domestic incidents weekly, this means that around 80% of the respondents to the survey deal with domestic incidents on at least a weekly basis which purports that the respondents are at the very front line of dealing with domestic abuse.  This was an aim of the research which looked to target police officers for this research as it was believed that police officers deal with domestic abuse very regularly which appears to be the case.



It is worthy of note however, that the research does not identify what geographical areas or specific role the respondents work in and as such the research would presume that 80% of all officers deal with domestic abuse at least weekly, whereas it is possible the respondents all work in a domestic abuse specific department or simply in an area where domestic abuse is perhaps more prevalent.  

The survey asked the following question; Of the domestic incidents you attend, what % involve intoxication in some way?
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This is an important question for the purpose of this research, the objective of which was to identify how often intoxication is involved in domestic abuse, based on what police officers experience on the ground.  This research shows that 80% of the respondents believe that of the incidents they attend, between 51-75% of those incidents involve intoxication through alcohol or drugs.  Whilst this appears to show a clear belief by police officers own experiences that intoxication is a factor in domestic abuse incidents, what the research does not show is the means of intoxication, for example is alcohol, drugs or both a factor.  Secondly, it does not identify directly whether intoxication on the part of the victim, perpetrator or simply other persons present is what is being referred to by the respondents.

Lastly, the literature review identified the addition of another dimension to this research, that is the leaning towards rehabilitation or intervention in order to prevent both offending and re-offending as the direction in which research into the topic is heading.  As police officers would ultimately be the people to identify where this intervention should be put in place and be the ones to push such an approach, the survey asked two simple questions:




Of these results, it is clear to see that the respondents would support such intervention where a risk is identified.  What is more pertinent is that none of the respondents held the belief that intervention would not prevent DV, 50% believed it would prevent DV and the other 50% did not know.

In conclusion, despite the shortcoming of the research being sample size and as identified the broadness of the questions.  The survey has targeted its intended audience and has returned results of interest to this research.  It is clear that police officers deal with domestic violence on a regular basis and further research should look to develop on this assertation and explore the specific roles and how they interact with domestic violence, for example a response police officer would deal with the immediate response to an incident, whereas a domestic violence unit officer may deal with the aftermath and ongoing support to victims.

It is also clear that intoxication plays a significant role in domestic abuse incidents, however once again this should be explored in more detail by further research.  Examples of this could be to identify what is meant by intoxication such as is this alcohol, drugs or something else and secondly who involved in the incident referred to is intoxicated, is it the victim or perpetrator or both, or is it some other involved person all together.
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How often do you attend domestic incidents in your current role?
Responses	daily	weekly	monthly	never	0.4	0.4	0.2	0	Would you support intervention for substance misuse in cases where DV is identified as a risk in a relationship?
Responses	Yes	No	1	0	Do you think intervention would prevent DV?
Responses	Yes	No	I don't know	0.5	0	0.5	image1.png
Q4 Of the domestic incidents you attend, what % involve intoxication in some way?
(Intoxication can include alcohol or drugs)





