What are myths and are they culturally determined? Make a focused argument with reference to two or three Greek and Roman myths. 

Myths cannot be defined easily neither can we easily establish what a myth really is, there have been many different interpretations on what myths are but most of them have been too generalised to even begin to describe what a myth really is. [footnoteRef:1]Each myth shares a deeper and different back story behind it, but they are culturally determined whether they are a Roman myth or a Greek myth, cultures are dependent on myths and they are very important because without them cultures would be non-existent.   The Roman myths are very similar to the Greek myths because they were all told or discussed after the Greeks and each Greek myth has a Roman equivalent just Like Demeter and Ceres or Venus and Aphrodite. [footnoteRef:2]  Even though there is more than one way to describe a myth, we should care about these myths because they capture the way that the ancients saw the world and the world of mythology isn’t as chaotic at what it seems at first glance there is more than what greets the eye. [footnoteRef:3] [1:  Lenardon&Morford, 1999: 1-14]  [2:  Matyskzak,2010:65-75]  [3:  Segal, 2015: 1-3] 


There is more than one definition of what a myth is, I believe it is something that cannot be defined with simply one term. There are too many things that can come under the word myth, the definition of a myth is too brief and like I have mentioned before there is more than what comes with it as well as the generalised term. [footnoteRef:4]However, I think that if myth was going to be defined then I think a myth is an umbrella term for something that is told to seem believable or to even convince people that it is real in terms of a sense of importance to them as they haven’t seen anything different. There are many other ways that people have tried to define the word myth even though they have been vague, I do think that they can in ways describe what a myth is. In response to my opinion of a myth there is a definition or a conclusion about myth which one has found which states ‘’definitions will tend to be either too limiting or so broad as to be virtually useless’’ [footnoteRef:5] I agree with this statement hugely because the simple definition of the word myth is very brief and doesn’t explore all of the possibilities that come under the term myth and the word myth or mythos isn’t a word that can be defined in a short paragraph as it would only be a generalised definition or few lines that doesn’t even scrape the surface as to what a myth actually is and therefore the definitions are pointless and unusable.  [4:  Lenardon&Morford, 1999: 14-15]  [5:  Lenardon&Morford, 1999: 2] 


I do believe that the myths are culturally determined because as a civilisation they all massively believed in these myths and they were all quite important to both the romans and the Greeks, what we call myths nowadays they would call it history or true stories to the unexplained things or sites according to science. Without myths lots of cultures wouldn’t exist most of the myths that are talked about today are dependent on the myths themselves being told, which means that they are culturally determined. However; they all believe in it differently in different places which could mean it was due to the variants in the myths, this still means that myths are determined by cultures as each culture is different therefore they are going to believe in different myths. 

[footnoteRef:6]Tantalus the Greek king, who is the son of Zeus, is a popular myth not just to the Greeks as they really believed that Tantalus had upset the gods, so he deserved what he got but Tantalus is used in reference with modern times today. The word ‘tantalising’ comes from the Greek myth of Tantalus which means it is tempting or tormented which is what the myth itself is about with the water moving away every time he tried to drink from it since he made the gods angry. This myth is also a culturally determined because it is a popular Greek myth and it seemed believable that if you made the gods angry then you would get tied to the rocks just like Tantalus did.   [6:  Hard, 1997:143] 


[footnoteRef:7]Demeter, known as the Green goddess whose Roman equivalent is Ceres. The myth about Demeter isn’t just about the seasons and the kidnapping of her daughter it is much deeper than that. It is a myth which the Greeks believed in and with her Roman equivalent Ceres this means that the whole idea of the myth itself is culturally determined because both myths affect the way that the Greeks or romans act as they live around the fact that Demeter is controlling the seasons and how they affect them. The myth is a good one to investigate because the Greeks believed in the myths massively and without them the cultures around them wouldn’t have been formed, the roman equivalent wouldn’t have been discovered by the romans if no one believed in the Greek myth of Demeter controlling the seasons.  [7:  Matyszak,2010: 72-73] 


[footnoteRef:8]The formation of the Milky Way which includes Zeus convincing Hera to feed Hercules and the milky way is formed by the breast milk is something that Romans believed to be true and they didn’t have anything else to go by, so they believed that these gods created the milky way that appears in space today. Even though this myth seems quite funny or silly as it doesn’t seem like it really happened but to the Romans it seemed to be true and from mythology from Greek they had the original gods and stories or myths that they had heard of and they didn’t believe any different. This also means that this myth itself is culturally determined because the romans had talked about their mythology from things that they had heard of from the Greek gods and they wouldn’t have figured out that Zeus had made Hera feed Hercules from her breast if they hadn’t had heard anything not just from the Greeks but other romans as well.  [8:  Matyszak,2010: 65] 


There are many ways that myth can be interpreted and many ways that it can be defined. We pay attention clearly to the ancient myths more so today than we did before since they show us what the Greeks and the Romans truly believed in. And, why the myths that they believed in affected them so deeply and how without them the cultures or societies would not have been formed. This means that if the cultures or societies were non-existent then the myths that we read about in the Greek and Roman mythology would not be culturally determined nor would they have been spoken about. 
 Demeter is a common myth that is culturally determined, since the Greeks truly believed in this myth and they honestly thought that the seasons were controlled by Demeter and that the myth itself has a much deeper meaning than it portrays.[footnoteRef:9] An example of this is that sometimes the myth itself can be implied that it comes from a cultish background and the practices can be sometimes used in rituals which is why the myth is spoken about most frequently when comparing mythology with rituals, this also is another reason why the myth itself is culturally determined.  As well as Demeter there is Tantalus who is the king of the Greeks. The myth of Tantalus is very well known and there are words that come from this myth such as the word Tantalising which means to be tempted just like the myth itself portrays. Therefore, the myth is culturally determined since there are many references to Tantalus in the modern-day period.  [9:  Lenardon,Morford, 2007: 11

] 

The formation of the milky way is a culturally determined myth because the Greeks truly believed that the Milky Way that is in the sky today, was because of the myth of Hera feeding Hercules and that was the result of everything since the Greeks didn’t have anything else to go by, this myth was the only answer or reason that they had for why the Milky Way is in the sky. 
All the myths that exist are culturally determined because without the myths then such cultures wouldn’t be around and which is why they are very important to remember and pay attention to more than anything else as the Greeks and Romans believed in pretty much any myth. 
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