Timeline (part 2)
21st July 356BC: Birth of Alexander
Alexander was the son of Philip II king of Macedonia 359-336BC and his wife Olympias queen of Macedonia (Briant, 1996, p. 15). During his years as king he went on many conquests in which he fought at the front of his army leading them to victory on his horse Bucephalus (Briant, 1996, p. 38). Alexanders features, and appearance has been recorded and shows ‘he had one eye dark as the night and one blue as the sky’ (Lucius Flavius Arrianus, ‘Xenophon’ c.86-168). This is backed up by a British historian Peter Green who writes, ‘his eyes one blue, one brown’ (Makhdum, 2016, p. Section 2). The condition is called ‘heterochromia iridum’ which may have been because of his parents and birth.  

343BC: Aristotle becomes Alexanders tutor
Aristotle was Alexanders tutor on a peaceful estate of Mieza near Pella, Macedonia, for several years in exchange for a high price (Briant, 1996, p. 21). Aristotle was invited by Philip II to become the tutor of his son Alexander (Merlan, 1954, p. 60). Aristotle tutored Alexander in ethical and political doctrines and metaphysics (Plutarch, Alexander, VII). 

338BC: Battle of Chaeronea
Philip II won the battle of Chaeronea against an alliance of Greek city states. Following the battle Philip formed the League of Corinth with the purpose leading a combined attack against Persia (Martin, 1996, p. 174). Also, by being victorious Philip was able to spectacularly demonstrate his great military and political skills by assuming leadership of the Panhellenic forces as well as the states involved in the League of Corinth (Briant, 1996, p. 15). Philip’s army killed three hundred chosen men known as the sacred band at Chaeronea (Plutarch, Pel, 18). 

337BC: Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra
Philip married the young Macedonian Cleopatra in 337BC (Fredricksmeyer, 1990, p. 301). The marriage cause problems within the household as Olympias was jealous of her husband’s new wife (Plutarch, Alexander, IX). Philips marriage to Cleopatra also threated the succession of Alexander to the thrown and caused arguments between Philip and alexander who left with his mother and traveled to Illyrian (Hamilton, 1965, p. 120). 
 
336BC: Death of Philip II
[bookmark: _Hlk513222792]In 336BC Philip II was murdered (Martin, 1996, p. 174). One story tells he was struck down at the celebratory athletic competition after the wedding of his daughter Cleopatra (Briant, 1996, p. 15). His son Alexander then runs off in pursuit of the murderer which was a young Macedonian nobleman (Briant, 1996, p. 20). Philips assassination has been written about in many ancient sources, such as Diodorus of Sicily who tells a similar story with names. Leonnatus, Perdiccas and Attaluse were the three bodyguards who ran off in pursuit of Pausanias, who had just ran Philip through the ribs with a Celtic dagger he had concealed (Diodorus, World History, 16.94.2-4).  After the death of Philip II his son Alexander, later to be referred to as Alexander the Great, took over the empire as he was the heir to the throne (Briant, 1996, p. 20). 

335BC: Sack of Thebes
To demonstrate the consequences of disloyalty of Alexander the Great by Greek city states, Alexander destroyed the city of Thebes as punishment to their rebellion (Martin, 1996, p. 192). During the sack of Thebes many people were stripped of their wealth, including raiding the ‘House of Timoclaea’ where a ‘high moral virtue’ women was stripped of her wealth while the leader of the Thracians ‘violated her’ by force (Briant, 1996, p. 25). This tale is also written in the works of Plutarch which goes on to say the fate of this women, after she was brought to Alexander and spoke with dignity, ‘Alexander ordered that she and her children be set free’ (Life of Alexander, 1st-2nd century AD).

334BC: Battle of Granicus 
[bookmark: _Hlk513226771]Alexander started his revenge against the Persian Empire with the Battle of Granicus, which he was victorious at the Granicus River in northwest Anatolia (Martin, 1996, p. 175). The Persians were hoping to lure Alexander into attacking by have a strong defensive position, but this did not work as it instead neutralized the Persians ability to maneuver causing a victory for Alexander (Briant, 1996, pp. 43-44). Another problem was that the river itself was difficult to cross due to the ‘depth of the river’ and the ‘unevenness’ of ‘the ascent’ to the opposite side (Plutarch, Life of Alexander, 16.2).

5th of November 333BC: Battle of Issus
The battle of Issus was a battle between Alexander the Great of the Macedonian Empire (Achaemenid Empire) against Darius of the Persian Empire near the southeastern corner of Anatolia (Martin, 1996, p. 193). Alexander one after the other freed the Greek colonies of Asian Minor and restored democratic rule to places like Ephesus. This alarmed Darius of Persia so he took to the field himself against Alexander and was met with disaster at the battle of Issus (Briant, 1996, p. 4). Although it was a victory to Alexander he did not come away from the battle uninjured, as Diodorus tells us he was ‘wounded in the thigh’ in the battle (Diodorus, World History, 17.34.5).



332BC: Siege of Tyre
When the city sate of Tyre, a heavily fortified place, refused to surrender to Alexander he launched a full assault with machines and catapults developed under his father Philip II (Martin, 1996, p. 193). After the siege of Tyre and Alexander had become victorious the path to Egypt was wide open for Alexander to conquer Egypt (Briant, 1996, p. 5). For the siege of tyre Alexander was prepared, he ‘brought up both ships and siege engines…’ as reported by Quintus Curtius (History of Alexander, 1st century AD). 

332BC: Visit to Shrine of Ammon
During his time conquering the known world at the time Alexander traveled to Egypt and while he was there he visited the shrine of Ammon who the Greeks regarded as identical to Zeus (Martin, 1996, p. 193). To get to the shrine of Ammon Alexander and his army had to cross westwards through the desert oasis at Siwah (Briant, 1996, p. 58). One of the reasons Alexander wanted to visit the shrine of Ammon was to ‘rival Perseus and Heracles’ who had both been to see the oracle of Ammon (Arrian, Anabasis, 3.3.2). 

1st of October 331BC: Battle of Gaugamela
[bookmark: _Hlk513234626]In Northern Mesopotamia in 331BC Alexander the Great crushed the Persian king’s main army at the Battle of Gaugamela (Martin, 1996, p. 194). Alexander caused Darius to flea once again and the Persians abandoned resistance and threw the gates open to Babylon (Briant, 1996, p. 5). The only contemporary day by day account of the battle of Gaugamela is the ‘Astronomical diary’. Quintus Curtius also gives an account of the battle including the army size of Darius III as ‘200,000 infantry and 45,000 cavalry’ (History of Alexander, 1st century AD).  

330BC: Sack of Persepolis
[bookmark: _Hlk513224120]Persepolis was the wealthiest city state of the Persian territory, with Alexander calling it the greatest enemy ever faced and once they got there he sent his soldiers to plunder at will (Diodorus, Worlds History, 17.70). When Alexander returned to Persepolis in 330BC he realized the Persians opposed him and in a drinking bout he set fire to the royal palaces (Briant, 1996, p. 75). Alexander now as a man burnt Persepolis just like he had done previously as a boy to Thebes (Green, 1991, p. 443). 

327BC: Marriage of Roxanne and Alexander
[bookmark: _Hlk513374055]When Alexander was unable to convince the highly mobilized locals in Persia to subdue to him, he changed his tactics to alliance sealed by his marriage to the Bactrian princess Roxane (Martin, 1996, p. 195). As well as Alexander marring Roxane, he convinced some of his compantions to take Bactrian princesses as wives (Briant, 1996, p. 91).There are very little records of the marriage as but there was a painting showing the marriage by Aetion. The painting was quoted in ancient works, ‘bridal couch with Roxane, …sitting upon it, her eyes cast down…, for Alexander is standing there’ (Lucian, 7.1). The description was then used by a different artist in the 16th century to create a painting close to the original (Sodama, 1519 CE). 

326BC: Battle of Hydaspes (with Porus)
In the spring of 326BC Alexanders army had become tired of marching after seventy days in monsoon, so to release his anger he slaughter any resistance he found in India (Martin, 1996, p. 195). Alexander marched through India greeted with surrender until the Indian king porous refused to yield but instead he gathered a massive army of two hundred elephants and three hundred war chariots (Briant, 1996, p. 6). The battle was immense and once Alexander was victorious he asked Porus ‘How do you wish to be treated?’ he replied ‘Like a king’ to which Alexander admired his dignity and allowed him to keep his throne (Briant, 1996, p. 7). The two forces were station either side of the river so that each side could see its opponent (Arrian, Anabasis, 5.9).

324BC: Mutiny at Opis
Alexander mobilizes his Macedonian troops and tells them of their demobilization of ‘all men unfit through age or disablement for further service’ (Arrian, Anabasis, 7.8.1) which caused a mutiny. Arrian also accounts that there was a ‘international love-feast’ after the reconciliation between Alexander and his men (Green, 1991, p. 445). The veterans were furious and thought that Alexander was replacing them with soldier from the east. As usual to solve conflict Alexander resided into his tent, as his words had no effect on the soldiers and before long the soldiers were begging on their knees (Briant, 1996, p. 118).  

324BC: Death of Hephaestion
Hephaestion died in the autumn of 324BC when Alexanders campaign took them from Babylon to Ecbatana (Briant, 1996, p. 120). Alexander and Hephaestion were close friends since childhood and probably lovers which cause Alexander great grief when Hephaestion died of excessive drinking (Martin, 1996, p. 197). In Alexanders grief ‘most authorities have said that he ordered sacrifice to be always offered to Hephaestion as a demi-god’ (Arrian, Anabasis, 7.14).

323BC: Death of Alexander the Great
Alexander was born in the ‘summer of 356BC’ and died at the age of thirty-three in ‘Daisios (June)’ in 323BC (Stoneman, 1997, p. 1). Alexander died unexpectedly in 323BC before he had a mature heir to succeed him as King of Macedonia (Martin, 1996, pp. 174-175) and ruler of the empire Alexander had acquired. In the moments just before Alexander took his last breath his commanders asked who the empire will go to he is said to have replied with, ‘to the most powerful’ (Arrian, Anabasis of Alexander, 7.26.3). The orator Aeschines told of Alexanders lifetime as ‘…we were born to be an object of wonder to posterity,’ (Orations, 3.132).

323BC: Babylonian Settlement 
The Babylonian settlement was the agreement made that decided who got what land after the death of Alexander (Errington, 1970, p. 49). This saw Perdiccas eventually receiving a unstable supremacy (Meeus, 2008, p. 39). This agreement was made after Alexanders companions took part in a funeral contest to see who would inherit the kingdom as Alexander had foreseen on his death bed ‘I foresee a great funeral contest over me’ (Diodorus Siculus, Historical Library, 1st century BC). 

323-321BC: Lamian War 
The Lamian war was between the Athenians with support from the other Greek states against Macedonia when the Athenians made it compulsory for men ‘up to the age of forty should be enrolled’ ready for battle (Diodorus Siculus, Library of History, 18.10.2). perdicca was unable to help and contribute to the lamian war as he was ‘too far away and too deeply involved in court administration’ (Errington, 1970, p. 59). 

321BC: Perdiccas’ invasion of Egypt (dies)
In 321BC Alexander the Greats body was being transported to where it was going to be buried but Ptolemy held up the process and kept it in Alexandria which caused Perdicca to decide that ‘he himself and the kings would make a campaign against Egypt’ (Diodorus Siculus, Library of History, 18.29.2). During his invasion of Egypt there was one particular battle near Memphis that went bad, causing ‘2,000 men’ to drown and Perdicca’s ‘senior officers took this advantage’ of the troubles with Perdicca’s leadership ‘to assassinate him’ (Errington, 1970, p. 65).

321/320BC: Tiparadeisos 
Tiparadeisos was the place where the ‘empire was divided’ after the failed invasion and death of Perdicca to get Alexander’s body back (Errington, 1970, p. 71). This settlement was described in the works of the ancient author Arrian in his work ‘Events after Alexander’ as well as the modern scholar Errington. Unfortunately, the original description by Arrian has since been lost in history and so the works of another author, Photius (820-897AD) survives and can be used to discover what happened.

319BC: Death of Antipater
Int the autumn of 319BC Antipater died and on his death bed he pronounced a predecessor which was ‘Polyperchon guardian of the kings’ with full power (Diodorus, World History, 18.48.4). Antipater was accused of murdering Alexander by poison four years earlier, but it was more likely Alexander died of illness than poison (Briant, 1996, p. 121&126). 

316BC: Death of Eumenes
After the great general fought against Antigonus I in battle and died the funeral was honorable, his body was ‘delivered to his friends’ so that they could criminate it and the ‘ashes into a silver urn, sent to his wife and children’ (Plutarch, Life of Eumenes, 19.2). The battle was called ‘the Battle of Gabiene’ which occurred when Antigonus falsely announced an invasion of A but instead traveled through the ‘salty plaines’ of gabiene where Eumenes was ‘wintering his troops’ (Pietrykowski, 2012, p. Chapter 7).  

312BC: Battle of Gaza
[bookmark: _Hlk513468002]The battle of Gaza was one of many battles fought between Alexanders successors. This battle was the Seleucids and Ptolemy’s against Demetrius son of Antigonus, he was defeated and ‘5,000 of his men were killed’ plus another ‘8,000 taken prisoners’ (Plutarch, Life of Demetrius, 5.3). The battle allowed Seleucus to return to the east and retake Babylon with help from Ptolemy (Green, 1993, p. 26).   
 
310BC: Death of Roxane and Alexander IV 
Olympias fought to establish her grandson Alexander IV, son of Alexander the Great and Roxane, as Macedonian king once he was old enough to rule (Martin, 1996, p. 199). However, all her work she did for several years was undone when he was murdered along with Roxane, putting an end to the Macedonian royal house in the process (Martin, 1996, p. 200). One of Alexanders surviving marshals, Cassander, is said to have ‘liquidated Roxane and her thirteen-year-old Alexander IV’ meaning the direct decent line became extinct with them gone (Green, 1991, p. 478). This is further evidence by the works of Diodorus of Sicily who says, ‘Afraid for his own safety, he instructed Glaucias, …, to assassinate Roxane and the king and conceal their bodies’ (World History, 19.105.2).  

306BC: Antigonus and Demetrius declared kings
In 306 BC Ptolemy went back to Egypt after the Battle of Salamis meaning ‘Demetrius took control of Cyprus’ and then when his father Antigonos heard of the victory he ‘assumed the diadem and acted as king’ and he gave Demetrius the same honors (Diodorus Siculus, The Library of History, 20.53.1-3). A reason Demetrius won the Battle of Salamis was due to Athenian ‘new large vessels and once more posing as liberator’ (Green, 1993, p. 30). His naval prowess can also be seen in coinage made in Cyprus after 301BC with representation of his victory in 306BC. 


301BC: Battle of Ipsus
[bookmark: _Hlk513406237]Antigonus and his son Demetrius took over the territory Macedonia and Greece after the unexpected death of Alexander but Antigonus was killed years later at the battle of Ipsus in Anatolia (Martin, 1996, pp. 199-200). This battle was against Antigonus with his son Demetrius against all the other kings who left Greece to join the battle (Plutarch, Life of Demetrius, 28.2). In the battle it can be seen that Seleucus did not lead his cavalry and ‘cannot have been in front of his phalanx’ but was still able to know how the battle was going so that he could release ‘the elephants’ (Tarn, 1966, p. 36).

282-246BC: Accession of Ptolemy II 
Ptolemy took over after his father as the ruler of Egypt which had become very prosperous until war struck with Syria and Ptolemy II caused his succors great problems by implementing disastrous financial measure to pay for the war (Martin, 1996, p. 202). When Alexander died in 323BC Egypt was given to Ptolemy Soter, then when he died his son Ptolemy II took the throne (Tarn, 1928, p. 246). It has been argued that Ptolemy I had already reassigned his kingdom ‘to his youngest son’ Ptolemy II (Justinus, Epitome of Pompeius Trogus' Philippic Historie, 16.2.7). 

279BC: Galatian invasion 
The Gaul’s invades Macedonia and Greece (Martin, 1996, p. 200). Attalids which were in Anatolia with the capital Pergamum were powerful enough to defeat the Gaul’s and define them to a region in Anatolia thereafter called Galatia (Martin, 1996, p. 202). After a battle with the Gauls, the Macedonians were ‘cut into pieces’ and Ptolemy ‘was taken and his head cut of and stuck on a lance’ (Justinus, Epitome of Pompeius Trogus' Philippic Histories, 24.5.5-6).

260-253BC: Second Syrian war
The Second Syrian war included a ‘campaign by Antiochus II into Thrace’ and the invasion of ‘Byzantium by Selucid forces’ (Vîlcu & Petac, 2012, p. 57). To put an end to the war Ptolemy Philadelphus, who Antiochus had been fighting, gave his daughter Berenice to Antiochus as a wife but he had already got a wife and two sons, so it meant he had two wives (Porphyrius: Comments on the book of Daniel, Fr 43).  

256BC: Bactrian independence 
[bookmark: _Hlk513415319]In the mid third century Diodotos I conducted a successful revolution against the Seleucids and formed the Bactrian independence with Bactrian Greeks (Martin, 1996, p. 202). After Diodotos was successful ‘other people of the Orient followed his example’ and broke away from the Macedonians control (Justin, XLI, 4.5).


247BC: Parthian independence 
Indian king Chandragupta founded the Mauryan dynasty but later lost most of his land which was Persian to the Parthians (Martin, 1996, p. 200). Arascs invaded Parthia and overthrow Andragoras (Jusin. Epit. 41.4). after the independence the royal era of the Arsacid began (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 80). 

246-241BC: Third Syrian War 
The Third Syrian War was between Ptolemy III and Seleucus II and it is also referred to as the Laodicean War (Green, 1993, p. 263). During this war Seleucus was caught in a freak storm in the middle of the ocean, where he lost everything but his life, he later went on to be ‘defeated in a battle’ and he fled to Antioch (Justinus: Epitome of Pompeius Trogus' Philippic Historie, 27.2.1-6). 

219BC: Second Illyrian war 
Demetrius of Pharos the new Illyrian chief expanded into Greece and started war with Spartans (Plb.2.65-67). In 219BC Hannibal began a siege of Saguntum to eliminate the Illiryan nuisance (Green, 1993, p. 296). The later on in 217BC peace was made at Naupactus due to the fear of what will happen to Illyria (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 100).
197BC: Battle of Cynocephalae
[bookmark: _Hlk513566943]The Battle of Cynocephalae was a battle between Philip and Flaminius of Rome (Green, 1993, p. 414). In this battle Philip V of Macedon had completely forgotten the lesson made by Alexander to have ‘5,000-7,000 horses to a phalanx of 12,000’ and only had ‘2,000 horses to a phalanx of 16,000’ in the Battle of Cynocephalae (Tarn, 1966, p. 27). The hills in which the battle was based were known as ‘The Dog’s Head’ or Cynoscephalae so the battle was therefore called the Battle of Cynoscephalae (Polybius, Histories, 22.9). 

196BC: Flaminius’ declaration at the Isthmian Games
[bookmark: _Hlk513545879][bookmark: _Hlk513543159]Titus Q. Flaminius gave a declaration at the Isthmian Games in 196BC where he ‘proclaimed the freedom of the Greeks’ (Green, 1993, p. 274). Titus Quintius Flaminius the consul that overcame King Philip and the Macedonians, freed ‘without garrisons and subject to no tribute and governed by their countries' laws’ the following people ‘the Corinthians, Phocians, Locrians, Euboeans, Phthiotic Achaeans, Magnesians, Thessalians, and Perrhaebians’ (Titus Quintius Flaminius, Speech at the Ishmian Games). This is also quoted in the works of Polybius who was young at the time of the speech but later wrote about ‘all the Greeks inhabiting Asia and Europe became free,’ and they were able to be ‘governed by their own laws’ (Polybius, 18.46.14).

188BC: Treaty of Apameia
As part of the Treaty Sparta was demobilized with support from Rome and the Lycurgan constitution was abolished (Green, 1993, p. 273). The Treaty of Apameia was set up to conclude fighting between the Romans with help from Eumenes and Antiochus which included a term that said ‘There shall be friendship between Antiochus and the Romans for all time if he fulfills the conditions of the treaty:…’ (Polybius, Histories, 21.42.1).  

168BC: Antiochus IV’s Second invasion of Egypt 
Antiochus failed once again in his attempt to invade Egypt when he met with Caius Popilius Laenas who gave him a letter from Ptolemy then with a stick ‘he drew a circle round Antiochus and told him he must remain inside this circle until he gave his decision about the contents of the letter’ (Polybius, Histories, 29.27.2-5). Antiochus then retreated and agreed to the Romans demands. Ptolemy VI was only sixteen years of age when this happened so his advisors were a main part of what happened (Green, 1993, p. 429).

168/167BC: Battle of Pydna
The battle of Pydna was the final battle in the Third Macedonia war. The Romans received a total of over seventy million denarii after the Battle of Pydna alone (Green, 1993, p. 415). Aemilius was the master of Macedonia and it was widely accepted from the people (Plutarch, Life of Aemilius, 276.24.1-3) 

167-160BC: Maccabean Revolt
Maccabean Revolt was caused by the Jews from the Greeks as evidenced by a letter in the bible from Antiochus to his son saying the Jews don't like Greek ways, (2 maccabeas 11.22-26). Demetrius had to deal with the new Jewish military and in 160BC after a lot of violence Judas Maccabaeus died, which lead to the Seleucids regaining control of the land (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), pp. 122-123). However it can be argued that his importance in the rebellion was exaggerated with the assumption that his military command (Green, 1993, p. 518).

146BC: Sack of Corinth
Polybius took account of the destruction of Corinth (Green, 1991, p. 269). The Roman concul assembled the army in Isthmus which cause Achaean cavalry to retreat causing an easy defeat for the Romans (Pausaius, 7.16.1-3). The Roman consul was called Lucius Mummius (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 130).  Also in the year 146BC the great city of Carthage fell (Potter, 2009, p. 88).

63BC: Death of Mithradates VI
Mithridates VI Eupator Dionysus the Great of Pontus was an Hellenistic king who often boasted and compared himself to the late Alexander the Great of the Macedonian Empire (Green, 1993, p. 558). After he murdered one of his sons with his wife his other son Pharnaces revolted against him successfully which caused Mithridates to try to commit suicide (Dio cass 37.12-14). However, it did not work as he had made himself immune to poisons and was stabbed with a sword by one of his soldiers (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 152).  

31BC: Battle of Actium 
Antony has been argued to be a poor commander as he was prone to running away from responsibility to follow Cleopatra a prime example is the Battle of Actium where when ‘the sixty ships of Cleopatra were seen hoisting their sails for flight’ Antony runs away from the battle (Plutarch, The Life of Antony, 66.3). Octavius was the stronger opponent even though he was sickened at the thought of danger but he knew how to delegate, whereas Antony was isolated with an army he was struggling to feed (Potter, 2009, p. 162). Octavian therefore won the naval battle although it was mostly due to his general Agrippa (Green, 1993, p. 679).


30BC:  Death of Cleopatra VII
[bookmark: _Hlk513408327]Due to the death of Cleopatra VII the last Macedonian ruler of Egypt, the early Hellenistic period saw newly formed kinships (Martin, 1996, p. 198). Cleopatra VII chose to kill herself with poison from a snake as it raised her death as snakes were the symbol of Pharaohs as seen in coinage and it showed special protection from the Sun God for the journey to the afterlife she would face (Griffithes, 1961, p. 113). When Cleopatra died she was found ‘lying dead upon a golden couch, arrayed in royal state’ with two of her serving women, one by her feet and the other by the couch (Plutarch, Life of Antony, 85.3-4). 

224/5AD: End of Parthian Empire
The Parthian empire ended in 225AD when the Sasanian ruler of southern Iranian, Ardashir overthrew Artabanus (Potter, 2009, p. 248). Artabanus V lead the opposition against Ardashir although he was defeated three battles and then killed in the final battle meaning Ardashir was crown king in Ctesiphon (College, 1967, p. 173). There is very little ancient sources available, the only one know was a wall relief at Firuzabad which commemorates this final battle of the Parthians. (See figure 1)
[image: ]
Figure 1 from: http://www.livius.org/pictures/iran/firuzabad-ardasir-khureh/firuzabad-relief-1-scene-2-shapur-unseats-artabanus/
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