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The English Legal System is based on common law principles, which means that the law is primarily 
developed by the courts through judicial decisions. Common law is a legal system that is based on the 
concept of precedent, meaning that previous court decisions are used as a basis for deciding similar 
cases in the future. 

In common law, judges play a central role in the development of the law. They use their legal expertise  
and knowledge to  interpret  statutes  and apply them to  specific  cases.  Over  time,  a  body of  legal 
principles and rules is developed, which is used to guide future decisions.

Common law is also distinguished from civil law systems, which are based on codes and legislation. In 
civil law systems, the law is primarily created by legislators, and judges are primarily responsible for 
applying the law to individual cases.

The development of the common law system has been influenced by historical events and traditions, 
such as the Norman Conquest in 1066, which introduced the concept of a centralized legal system, and 
the  development  of  the  jury system, which allowed for  more  input  from ordinary people in  legal  
proceedings.

In summary, the English Legal System is based on common law principles, which means that the law is 
primarily developed by the courts through judicial decisions, and previous court decisions are used as a 
basis for deciding similar cases in the future. This system is distinguished from civil law systems,  
which  are based on codes  and legislation.  The development  of  the common law system has  been 
influenced by historical events and traditions, and it continues to evolve over time.

The English legal system is rooted in the principle of common law, which has played a critical role in 
shaping the laws and legal practices of England and Wales for many centuries. In its simplest form, 
common law refers to a system of law that is developed through the decisions of the courts, rather than 
through legislation enacted by the government. In this way, the common law system provides a means 
for the law to evolve and adapt over time, in response to the changing needs and circumstances of 
society. 

One of the key characteristics of the common law system is the principle of judicial precedent, which 
holds that the decisions of higher courts must be followed by lower courts when they are deciding 
similar cases. This means that once a court has decided a case, its decision becomes binding on other 
courts that are faced with similar legal issues. The result is that a body of law develops over time, 
which can be referred to and relied upon by judges in future cases. 

This system of law has a number of important benefits. First, it allows for a degree of flexibility and 
adaptability,  as  the  law  can  evolve  in  response  to  changes  in  society  without  the  need  for  new 
legislation  to  be  enacted  by  the  government.  This  can  be  especially  important  in  areas  such  as 
technology and civil rights, where rapid changes can create a need for new legal frameworks to be 
developed. 



Second,  the  common law system can  provide  a  high  degree  of  consistency and  predictability,  as 
decisions made by the courts in one part of the country will generally be followed by courts in other  
parts of the country. This helps to ensure that the law is applied in a consistent and uniform manner, 
regardless of where an individual is located. 

Finally, the common law system provides a means for individuals to have their rights and interests  
protected, as the courts can play an important role in interpreting and applying the law in a way that is 
fair and just. This can be especially important in cases where individuals are seeking to challenge the 
actions of the government or other powerful entities, as the courts can provide a means of holding them 
accountable. 

Despite  these  benefits,  the  common law system is  not  without  its  challenges  and limitations.  For 
example, it can be slow to respond to change, as the process of developing new legal precedents can 
take many years. Additionally, the large body of law that has developed over time can make the law 
difficult to understand and apply, especially for those who are not trained in the legal profession. 

In conclusion, the English legal system is based upon common law principles, which provide a means 
for the law to evolve and adapt over time in response to the changing needs and circumstances of 
society.  This  system  has  many  benefits,  including  flexibility  and  adaptability,  consistency  and 
predictability,  and  protection  of  individual  rights,  but  it  is  also  not  without  its  challenges  and 
limitations. Nevertheless, the common law system remains a critical component of the English legal 
system and continues to play an important role in shaping the laws and legal practices of England and 
Wales.

Civil  law  in  the  United  Kingdom  refers  to  the  branch  of  law  that  deals  with  disputes  between 
individuals or organizations and governs the relationships between them. It is often contrasted with 
criminal law, which concerns itself with the prosecution of individuals for crimes committed against 
society. Civil law covers a wide range of legal issues and encompasses everything from contracts and 
property law to personal injury claims and consumer protection.  

The origins of civil law in the UK can be traced back to the Norman Conquest in 1066. After the 
conquest, the Norman conquerors brought with them the concept of a centralized legal system based on 
written laws, rather than the unwritten customs that had previously governed the Anglo-Saxon society. 
This  written system of  law,  known as the Common Law, formed the basis  of  the legal  system in 
England and Wales, and continues to evolve and adapt to this day. 

One of the key features of civil law in the UK is the principle of precedent, or stare decisis. This means  
that courts are bound to follow the decisions made by higher courts in similar cases, and that legal 
precedents set in previous cases must be taken into account when making new decisions. This helps to 
ensure consistency and predictability in the legal system, and helps to reduce the number of disputes 
that are taken to court.  

Another important aspect of civil law in the UK is the concept of contract law. This refers to the laws  



governing the formation and performance of agreements between individuals or organizations. Contract 
law  covers  everything  from buying  and  selling  goods  and  services  to  employment  contracts  and 
partnership agreements. In order for a contract to be legally binding, it must meet certain requirements, 
such as being entered into freely and voluntarily, and containing terms that are clear and specific.  

Property law is another important area of civil law in the UK. This encompasses the laws surrounding 
the  ownership  and  transfer  of  land  and  other  forms  of  property,  such  as  buildings,  vehicles,  and 
personal belongings. Property law also covers issues related to rental and lease agreements, mortgages, 
and property disputes.  

Another area of civil law in the UK is personal injury law, which deals with the compensation of 
individuals  who  have  been  physically  or  psychologically  injured  as  a  result  of  another  person's 
negligence.  This  can  include  everything  from  car  accidents  and  workplace  injuries  to  medical 
negligence  and  product  liability  claims.  In  order  to  make  a  successful  personal  injury claim,  the 
individual must be able to show that the injury was caused by the negligence of another person, and 
that they have suffered a loss as a result.  

Finally, consumer protection law is an important aspect of civil law in the UK. This area of law is  
designed  to  protect  the  rights  of  consumers  and  ensure  that  they  are  not  taken  advantage  of  by 
businesses or other organizations. This can include everything from false advertising and misleading 
pricing claims to problems with goods or services that have been purchased.  

In conclusion, civil law in the UK is a complex and diverse area of law that covers a wide range of 
legal issues. From contracts and property law to personal injury claims and consumer protection, it is 
concerned with the relationships between individuals and organizations and provides a framework for 
resolving disputes  and ensuring that  justice is  done.  Whether  you are an individual  or  a  business, 
understanding the principles and practice of civil law is essential for navigating the legal system and 
protecting your rights and interests.  
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