The contrast between Dewey, Steiner and Bruner in an educational and social outlook and how they affect the learning sand development in children and young people.

In schools today there are many different methods of teaching young children. Many of these methods are constructed from theorists who have built a philosophy on how children's minds, attitude and needs can work. These methods help the government, teachers and schools to build up a positive and helpful working order of ways to teach young people to grow up with life skills and the knowledge to help them success in life. According to BESA (2019) there are 'currently 32,770 schools in the UK', This means that all these school need a structure and base line in which to engage and teach children and young people. All these base lines and structures needed a way to start their journey and this essay will explore the way that three theorists helped to create the foundations of which we teach children today. We will compare and contrast the similarities and differences they each had and overall their how research has help to shape young minds today. This essay will explore the work of John Dewey, who was an American philosopher and educator in 1850's, Jerome Bruner also an American psychologist in the 1970's  and finally we have Rudolf Steiner, who was an Austrian Philosopher in the 1890's. 
John Dewey was born during the industrial revolution and grew up seeing children being rejected to have an education , his upbringing then helped Dewey understand that education was a progression in society and helps to add a citizenship approach to his theory. Dewey believed that the learners need to 'engage directly with their environment' and this will allow them to reflect on real-life problem (Teachthroughstaff, 2016). This theory of learning has helped build other methods of learning such as problem based learning. Problem based learning is a way to 'promote student learning of concepts and principles as opposed to direct presentation of facts and concepts', this method is applied from nursery all the way to higher education (Illinois, 2001). Dewey wanted children to explore good and evil of life for themselves. Dewey wanted children to reflect on other views for restorative justice. In schools today , restorative justice is used in a  'range of strategies that can be used to foster good relationships and resolve conflicts', These will help children and young people to understand good behaviour and help them structure and shape themselves for a better future (The Guardian, 2018) This method of working is similar to the work of Burner as with his work you need to work together in teamwork to find the answer. This method can be very useful in both theories as working as a team promotes good relationships within the students and any conflicts can be resolved together or with the help of a teaching staff. Dewey liked children to reflect on their work so that children can see how they can improve on themselves and their work. Dewey believed that children should have the opportunity to make decisions, choices of what they want to learn. This method is very similar with the new curriculum. According to the Welsh Government(2019), the new Welsh curriculum is key to get student to be 'more adaptable and motivated to keep learning new skills'. These skills with help them succeed  with the challenges of life. 
Dewey belief of letting children be individual is much like Steiner's work, but Steiner's work is more spiritual. He wanted children to be creative and social in their work and for the teaching method to be  based on a balance of intellectual, practical and artistic way of teaching. Like the new curriculum, Steiner wanted children be develop in a nurturing environment, where children can explore the world and ask question about it. According to Child (2019),the blog, Steiner's approach is 'early-childhood experiences and requires reliable, loving, stable relationships, learning through example and positive school experiences'. This approach is very good to make sure a child stays positive about life and learning. Steiner's and Dewey's work both follow the importance of a child's voice and the Welsh Government (The Rights of a Child, 2011) ,article 12, states that a child has the 'Right to be heard'. This supports both theorists methods. This is very effective in schools as school now have focus groups to have time to talk about a new topic and how and what they want to learn within that topic, children can also have a say on events in the school such as eco fashion shows, PTFA events to help raise money for the school . choirs and many more activities school can include pupils so that they can make the best choice. 
Steiner schools were first founded in 1919  and 'aim to provide an unhurried and creative learning environment' (The school run, 2019). These schools emphasis on creativity, with drawing, painting, music, movement, poetry, modelling and drama used in all subjects. The schools explained that 'There are no textbooks; the subject is taught through a narrative from the teacher', this is very different from other schools in the UK as children not in Steiner schools need to learner from a young age how to form letters , ready for when they need to write in lessons(The Guardian,2005). Steiner schools  provide a different approach to learning. This approach might not work for many children but is an alternative way of learning. Steiner's approach in schools can be linked with Dewey and Bruner's  theory are working creative then pupils must work together with teamwork , like Bruner's theory ,and also question and explore , like Dewey's theory. All Steiner schools are explored in a positive outset and can benefit children with their creativeness. 
Burners idea of scaffolding is a little different to the work of Steiner and Dewey . Burner believes we need to provide small guidance to help children and once the child understand we can essentially "take away the scaffolding" and let the child perform alone. In order to remove the scaffolding , the child must work together with others to find the answer. This method is linked to the work of Steiner and Dewey by the way it get children and young people to talk and discuss their ideas and find a way to get the answer. This then improves a pupils learning of teamwork not just this other student but also with the teaching staff so that the child reaches their full potential. Burners method is very good as the building blocks before we introduce Steiner and Dewey's methods to conclude with a reflection of the child's work. Burner wanted children to be  'independent in their thinking and acquire new skills and knowledge' and by the end the support can be gradually faded away(Teachthroughstaff, 2017). This is very useful and works well in schools as this can be the beginning for children be then do independent challenges that can be places around the class once they finish their main work. Unlike Steiner and Dewey's work , Burners wanted children to be supported first and then explore and think for themselves later on in life. He believes children needed extra support in their early years and then can explore the world and ask questions once they can cover the basic learning for themselves.  
In conclusion , Burner, Dewey and Steiner are similar by that they want to pupils to be social , work with others and improve themselves but all have different approaches in achieving this. Burner wants the children to be independent but want them to have support and structure before exploring the world, Dewey wants children to ask questions and explore the natural and social aspects of learning. He wants children to find a balance of learning that includes reflection and socializing and then we have Steiner, a theorist how wants children to be spiritual, artistic and creative. Steiner's theory of education is for no pen to paper learning but physical and creative learning that provides children to explore the world in a positive side. All theorist have positive ideas , but all can have a negative affect from either missing a vital knowledge that a child should know . If schools and the curriculum pulled together parts of all these theories it will make a balances and positive structure for pupils to explore , learn and query altogether.   
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