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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Child safeguarding in Wales is governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) and the Children Act 1989, which establish duties for local authorities and partner agencies to assess, protect, and support children at risk. These duties are further detailed in policy through Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government 2018), the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales), and guidance from local safeguarding boards.
Under the Children Act, the welfare of the child is paramount. Part 7 of the SSWBA outlines the duty to report concerns about children at risk, applying to professionals, relevant partners, and members of the public. Organisations must ensure staff are trained to recognise signs of abuse or neglect and have clear reporting policies (Welsh Government, 2018).
Reports must be shared with partner agencies within one working day, typically via a Multi-Agency Strategy Hub (MASH) meeting. If risk is identified, a strategy meeting will plan further assessments, including Section 47 enquiries under the Children Act. Even if no immediate risk is found, the child may still have care and support needs, triggering a duty to assess under Sections 21 and 24 of the SSWBA.
Where a child is suspected to be at risk, the local authority must complete a care and support assessment within 42 working days, alongside any Section 47 enquiries. In cases of risk, this leads to a Care and Support Protection Plan, outlining steps to safeguard the child. The assessment must include the views of the child and family and gather input from agencies such as health and education who are obliged, under Section 164 of SSWB Act to respond to such requests.  If concerns persist, a review after three months may initiate the Public Law Outline (PLO) process and legal orders such as Emergency Protection Orders (Section 44), Care Orders, or Supervision Orders.
Safeguarding duties apply equally to looked-after children, accommodated under Section 76 of the SSWBA or subject to Care Orders under Section 31 of the Children Act. A Section 47 enquiry may also be triggered during a care and support assessment if risks of abuse or neglect are identified.
Both Acts recognise abuse and neglect as significant threats to a child’s well-being. Types of abuse include physical, emotional, sexual, and financial abuse, as well as neglect—the failure to meet a child’s basic needs. Female Genital Mutilation also meets the threshold of significant harm under Section 31 of the Children Act. Indicators may be physical (e.g. unexplained injuries), emotional (e.g. low self-esteem), or behavioural (e.g. withdrawal, aggression).
Children may be at increased risk due to individual factors (e.g. age, disability, communication difficulties), family circumstances (e.g. substance misuse, domestic violence, poverty), and environmental conditions (e.g. poor housing, high-crime areas, limited access to services) (NICE, 2023).
Additional legislation includes the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, which strengthens responses to domestic abuse and its impact on children, and the Modern Slavery Act 2015, which addresses child trafficking.
Safeguarding interventions must be tailored to the child’s unique needs. The SSWBA promotes a person-centred approach, emphasising preferred outcomes such as safety, stability, and access to support. Involving children and families in planning builds trust, improves engagement, and supports long-term resilience. Communication must be proactive and inclusive, including communication in Welsh where preferred (Welsh Government, 2022).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work



The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) outlines duties to protect both adults and children at risk with child safeguarding additionally governed by the Children Act 1989 with a proactive framework for protection, with the child’s welfare as the central principle. 

For adults, the duty to safeguard in not universal only applying to vulnerable individuals, defined in Section 7 of SSWBA as unable to protect themselves due to needs for care and support.   For children, this duty is universal: all children at risk require intervention.  Authorities must act if a child or their parent behaves in a way likely to cause harm.  

This difference causes grey areas in adult safeguarding, where risks are evident but the rationale for interventions harder to define.   Safeguarding adults is determined by the balance of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)  Article 8 (respect for private and family life) and Article 2 (right to life).  Fundamental to this is the right of autonomy; a right to make unwise choices, meaning capacitous adults may choose not to protect themselves, even where risk is present (NASB, 2021).

Safeguarding adults is typically determined by consent to intervention but. when a person lacks the mental capacity to make decisions about their safety, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 becomes essential. It provides the legal framework for making decisions in the person's best interests, ensuring they are protected from harm while respecting their rights and dignity.

By contrast, child safeguarding is determined by the duty on organisations to intervene and act on concerns of risk of harm, abuse and neglect.  Due to the child’s development and inherent vulnerabilities, children are less able to recognise or report abuse and rely heavily on adults for protection; there is no sense of a child having the capacity to agree to mistreatment.  Even for young people age 16 and 17, safeguarding can still override refusal if there is risk of harm or coercion.  For children, while their views must be considered, decisions are made in their best interests, and the welfare of the child remains paramount so children cannot refuse safeguarding interventions.  

In practice, this means children’s safeguarding runs two parallel courses involving care planning and potential legal procedures under the Children Act 1989 to ensure long-term risk reduction, and follows set procedures.  There is a duty to engage the child and family in decision making but where those decisions are not in the best interest of the child, their wellbeing takes precedence.  

Adult safeguarding relies heavily on relationship-building and consent so safeguarding must ensure interventions are the least restrictive and aligned with the adult’s own definition of wellbeing (NSPCC, 2019).
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