Language and Literacy in the Digital Age. ECEY5004/C  Word Count - 1828
Through the use of storytelling, there are many benefits to children and both their literacy and digital literacy skills which I will discuss further. There are also vital improvements to children’s writing and reading as well as listening skills from storytelling with the use of good practices. 
There are many advantages of storytelling for children pre-birth to age 7. Children who are told stories have several psychological and intellectual advantages, including increased vocabulary, better communication skills, and an enhanced ability to visualize spoken words. It is unclear, yet, what brain processes children's stories have on them. In this study, near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) was used to evaluate the impact of storytelling on children's brains. The subjects who were familiar with the picture books showed significantly less blood flow in the bilateral prefrontal areas during picture book reading than the subjects who were unfamiliar with the stories, according to the results. (ncbi)
A child's readiness to express themselves and share their ideas and feelings might grow when they are read to. Invite children to discuss the story's narrative and characters with you. They can offer ideas on how each character could advance the plot and explain to you why they believe a specific character has acted a certain way. Children are also inspired to be imaginative and creative by storytelling, which helps them visualize the scene, the characters, and the plot as it develops. Instead of receiving the visuals to go along with the words as they would when viewing a movie, the child gets to create the universe the narrative is set in. (Kumon) 
Digital Books are also essential for the development of a child’s digital literacy skills. books are essential for keeping young children interested and entertained while fostering emergent literacy abilities like word identification, phonological awareness, print awareness, and alphabet knowledge. Parental involvement, the child's access to a developmentally appropriate e-book, and an evaluation of any distracting or careless content are all necessary for enhanced emergent literacy development (Moody, 2010). (ResearchGate)
There are many improvements to children’s writing and reading skills through good storytelling. Children who get told and listen to stories are exposed to a wide variety of new vocabulary. Even though they might not understand every word, listening or reading a tale can help them learn the meaning of words by providing context. The teacher can capitalize on children's natural interest in learning new words by creating vocabulary lists that are based on the story. This encourages the kids to look up new terms in dictionaries or create their own stories using the newly learned words. By encouraging young people to create their own stories, their impressions of stories they have heard, or even plays based on well-known tales, storytelling can help young people develop their writing skills. Youngsters who hear stories frequently become more proficient readers because they get curious to read more about the subjects and stories that attract them.
There are numerous ways that storytelling might help children become oral and verbal in their communications with others. Children are typically eager to share their comprehension of a tale and connect it to their personal experiences after they have heard it. In order to understand more about other people's tales, children can interview members of their family or community. Hearing these stories can inspire them to create their own. (ecu)
According to Gregor (1998), there are several advantages to teaching through the craft of storytelling, including sharing experiences, boosting self-esteem in writing and speaking, expanding vocabulary and language proficiency, encouraging creativity, improving comprehension, and promoting continuous debate of ideas and opinions. (scirp)
Bower (2014) asserts that repetition and rhymes in stories benefit kids in a number of ways. Children who have strong early rhyme abilities frequently develop into stronger speakers and readers. Rhymes can encourage children to experiment with language without worrying about not being able to use words correctly. Crystal (2001) concurs that this and is certain that early exposure to nursery rhymes helped young children advance their literacy abilities later in life. He thinks that rhymes support kids' attention as they work on pronunciation development, or language play. (ecsdn) 
Children can engage in a story that involves movement by physically participating in it. Encourage kids to carry out the different activities indicated in the story or to make a certain gesture when they hear a phrase.Words and pictures are used in conjunction to tell visual hint stories. They are excellent for improving reading abilities. Children can engage in the storytelling process even if they are not able to read written words. (educatall)
Children who pay attention to stories will become better listeners. For accurate interpretation and efficient communication, listening skills are necessary. Children are more likely to focus their whole attention when they regularly listen to and interpret stories. Children need to be taught stories in an engaging, imaginative, and comprehensible manner in order to acquire this skill. Children will learn the most from a narrative when it is presented using an appropriate storytelling technique. It helps kids develop their analytical skills. They learn how to solve problems and pay closer attention to details. When it comes to telling a tale, body language and eye contact are crucial. To pique children's curiosity and help them relate to a situation, words alone are insufficient. In order to convey ideas clearly and fully capture a moment when narrating a tale, body language is also essential. Eye contact and facial emotions are important in addition to body language. A story's tension is primarily created by the storyteller's facial expressions rather than the narration itself. Maintaining eye contact with the audience not only demonstrates the storyteller's confidence but also builds rapport with the audience. (spellquiz)
It is important to distinguish between digital competency and information and communication technology (ICT). Along with literacy and numeracy, digital competence is one of the three cross-curricular responsibilities. It centers on the development of digital abilities that are applicable to a broad range of subjects and scenarios that are relevant to the workplace. It is not planned, therefore, for digital competency to be artificially enforced across the board. For this reason, the DCF provides examples of classroom assignments that can be utilized to foster skill development in meaningful, naturally occurring contexts. (hwb)

Annual progression statements are intended to be used in the design of both the DCF and the LNF. This approach will more accurately represent the reality that children develop differently. These summaries will assist educators and parents in understanding the child's growth, pinpointing areas for development, and assisting in the planning of next classes and activities.The growth of abilities and knowledge in utilizing contemporary technologies and systems is referred to as "digital competence." Today's young students need to be more self-assured and knowledgeable about the digital world. (twinki)

I chose Rhyme in my storytelling which was a practive observed during the activity. Recent studies on the growth and acquisition of early literacy abilities have unequivocally demonstrated the critical impact that rhyme and rhythm play. This is due to the fact that speaking and listening, as opposed to reading and writing, are the primary literacy abilities of young children. If entrenched deeply and early in life, these first two talents serve as the cornerstone for the later and generate considerably stronger competence in the latter. According to the research, school-age children who were exposed to rhyme from a young age did significantly better in terms of their literary abilities than those who were not as exposed to it. (imiganationtree) 
Another practice I used in my storytelling activity was the use of props and puppets. In addition to being a lot of fun, props may give a story a completely new dimension and improve how well kids visualize the characters and surroundings. If the children are smaller, one might want to think about making a story box with a few little objects that you could use in your stories. Since children like playing while they learn, using props like action figures, tiny dolls, and puppets can keep them interested and help them understand more difficult ideas. For younger students, this is an excellent chance to develop their fine motor abilities as well. (twinki)
Being expressive was another practice I was keen to apply to my storytelling as it is beneifcal in many ways. Few studies have been done on how storytelling activities affect kids' vocabulary growth. We created a method we call Interactive Elaborative Storytelling that uses children's storytelling in a shared reading environment along with word-learning strategies. We compared this method to two experimental groups: an Elaborative Storytelling group that used word-learning strategies but no storytelling by children, and a Read-Aloud group that did not use any additional techniques in order to thoroughly evaluate possible benefits of children being storytellers. Receptive and expressive target vocabulary, narrative memory, and the way the kids behaved during storytimes were the outcomes that were measured. From the pre- to posttest, all three experimental groups showed similar improvements in target word recognition, and there was no group difference in story memory. The youngsters were least restless, nevertheless, in the group that engaged in elaborate storytelling. (ncbi)
Regardless of a child's race, a scientifically supported relationship has been shown between early familial experiences and subsequent intellectual development, according to Hart and Risley's (1995) research. The years of investigation the writers spent looking for the causes of intellectual inequality are chronicled in this tale. Hart and Risley studied the day-to-day activities of one- and two-year-olds in typical American households. They discovered startling differences in the quantity of interaction between parents and children at the extremes of advantage as well as within the middle class. Significant changes in the children's vocabulary growth rate, vocabulary use, and IQ test scores later on are a result of these variations in the quantity of early family experience. (psycnet)
The study monitored the children until they were three, but the data was extrapolated to calculate how much early experience kids from various SES groups might have when they start preschool at age four. According to the researchers' estimates, children from working-class families would have 26 million words in their vocabulary by the time they were four, children from poor families would have 13 million words, and children from professional families would have nearly 45 million words. By the age of four, this extrapolation shows a word gap of 32 million words between the highest and lowest SES. (greatstart)
To conclude, There are many vital benefits of storytelling and using good practices throughout the storytelling which have been supported by studies and researchers such as Bower (2014). In reflection, One point I’m glad I considered was the use of props. For example, using teddy bears for the book goldilocks and the three bears. One point I believe I could have improved on was my confidence when reading. I believe if I was more confident when storytelling it could help for better listening and engagement. 
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