The impact of VLE on students’ learning experience

A Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is an internet powered software system designed help learning and teaching with the use of virtual tools and activities. Teachers can set task to complete to the students using a VLE, benefiting the student because they can complete said task at their own pace, time and location. Evidence suggests that the use of a Virtual Learning Environment has encouraged the student to learn, has increased their motivation and it has a big impact on student achievements. The concept of VLE, although considered to be relatively new concept, has attracted the attention of many teachers as well as learning institutions all around the world. The studies around it have shown that VLE is a more practical and easy way for students to communicate, learn and use, compared to the traditional pedagogical methods that can be found “boring” or “unattractive” by the younger, more technology inclined, generation. 
Primary Data:

At the end of the analysis it became clear that Moodle is a learning platform easy to use and preferred by students. In the time frame that the survey was available, 6 student responded the survey . Between 31st of July and 31st of August when they were asked "How easy is to use Moodle ?", 83.3% of the students answered "Very easy" and 16.6% answered "Easy". 
Second and forth questions "How easy is to find what you need on Moodle" and "How important do you think Moodle is for students?" have had the same results as the first one.
As for the third question "How useful Moodle is for you" it has been observed that 50% of the students answered: "Extremely useful" and the other 50% answered "Very useful".
Fifth question has shown some percentage variation. When asked "How important do you think VLE is during the pandemic?" 66.6% of the students answered: "Extremely important" and 33.3% answered "Very important".
Sixth question is asking the students if they consider Moodle to be an important tool for teachers and 66.6% of them consider it being "Extremely important" while 33.3% consider it "Very important"
When asked "Is it easy to access Moodle from your phone?" 66.6% of the participants answered: "Very easy", 16.6% answered "Easy" and 16.6% answered "Neither easy nor difficult"
For the last question of survey, when the participants were asked "How useful is Moodle when traveling?", there was complete unanimity on this issue, the presented answer being "Extremely useful"
It appears that all the students whom have partaken into this survey consider Moodle an easy, reliable, important tool that makes the studying process more enjoyable and less time consuming.
A lot of studies from the past decade have shown that the new generation of students are more likely to find VLE more interesting and easier to understand than the traditional, old-school learning methods. 

The survey has provided some data that can be represented under the form of a data chart.  

Secondary Data:

A study has been published in Teacher Education Advancement Network Journal (TEAN) by Unipress in September of 2013. All the results were anonymous and students were aware of this matter before starting to complete the survey. Survey completion was taken as informed consent for data to be used in the study. The survey has been ‘open’ for completion for two weeks and the teachers were asked to encourage its completion to ensure a sufficiently large sample was obtained. This specific survey was composed of three questions as follows: 
· RQ1. Does the use of a VLE have a positive impact on student learning?
· RQ2. Does the use of a VLE in learning and teaching help develop student independent learning?
· RQ3. Does the use of a VLE for learning and teaching increase students’ motivation to learn?
Before the survey went ‘live’ an online pilot was conducted with a randomly selected first year tutor group. As a result the wording of one question was amended. The questionnaire was constructed in two sections. The first, questions 1 to 5, utilised closed, multiple choice questions that asked the respondents about their use of Moodle. The second, questions 6, 7 and 8, asked closed questions linked to the topics of the three RQs. Each questions consisted of four sub-questions to which respondents selected a point on a Likert scale. (Strongly Disagree - 1, Disagree - 2, Neither agree nor disagree - 3, Agree - 4 and Strongly Agree - 5). An overall score was calculated for each question, 6, 7 and 8 respectively from the sum of the four sub-questions.
The neutral response i.e. ‘neither agree nor disagree’ was rated 3 therefore any aggregated value in the results higher than neutral (3), e.g. 3.4, denotes extent of agreement.
During the time the survey was completed (155 females and 93 males) representing a 38% response rate from a cohort of 650 second year students. Of these respondents 75.8% accessed the VLE without any problems, 20.6% with ‘some’ problems and 3.6% had not tried to access Moodle. With regard to the use of SFC Moodle as an integrated part of student learning, 43.2% of respondents (63 female and 32 male) use Moodle to a small extent and 35.9% of respondents (49 female and 30 male) use Moodle to a large extent. A relatively small figure of 4.1 % did not use Moodle at all. 13.6% used Moodle to a very small extent, whilst conversely 3.2% use Moodle to a very large extent.
The data presented above is intended to confirm that VLE can encourage independent learning, with the advantage of being able to learn in your own time, pace and peace, to suite each and every person’ unique schedule, allowing students to also take care of other daily activities, hobbies and work. This survey also provides evidence that VLE is capable to increase students’ motivation to learn, it promotes communication and teamwork, by requiring the use of forums, chats and email for discussions and it have shown that the direct feedback is a lot more motivational. Multiple tables have been created using the information gathered above, each showing the manner in which students answered the questions in the 2013 survey. 
The information presented above have all been gathered from Barker, Jenny and Gossman, Peter (2013) The learning impact of a virtual learning environment: students’ views. Teacher Education Advancement Network Journal (TEAN), 5 (2). pp. 19-38, University of Cumbria 
URL: https://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/1455
This is one of the many articles that have shown the impact VLE has on students as well as teachers. Multiple learning institutions have adopted this method of teaching even outside of the pandemic and it has shown that younger students are more drawn to technology and it can improve their  being aware of the fact that they can work on their assignments on their own time, as long as the deadline is not being crossed. Most students prefer VLE and are showing more interest in class, are more prompt to finishing assignments and have reported to find this type of learning “fun and entertaining”. Whether or not VLE can better qualify students than conventional didactic teaching remains undetermined, but these initial results are encouraging.
VLE Survey Data
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Table 3a. Chi-square test results for RQ1.

RQ1: Does the use of SFC Moodle have a positive impact on student?
Analysis of questionnaire question 8 (Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness

as a student):

Moodle has po:
on effectiveness

ive impact

Positive impact

e

Analysis of questionnaire question 8 (Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness

as a student) in relation to:

Sex

No association

Access to Moodle from

h Positive impact **x
ome

Directed use of Moodle Positive impact X
Non-directed use of Moodle EEry

Positive impact

Table 3b. Chi-square test

results for RQ2.

RQ2: Does the use of a VLE in teaching and learning help develop student independent

learning?

Analysis of questionnaire question 6 (The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time,

place and pace to suit myself

encourages me to learn independently):

Opportunity to learn using
Moodle ... encourages me to
learn independently

Aids development of independent learning

e

Analysis of questionnaire question 6 (The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time,

place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently) in relation to:
Sex No association

:gcme:s to Moodle from Aids development of independent learning il
Directed use of Moodle Aids development of independent learning el
Non-directed use of Moodle el

Aids development of independent learning





image4.png
Table 3c. Chi-square results for RQ3.
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Table 1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
that use of SFC Moodle has a positive impact on your achievement? (Question
8).
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Table 2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
about the use of SFC Moodle to encourage Independent Learning (Question 6).
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