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The cost of the Care Act 2014. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of this SA is to investigate whether elderly people, particularly those living with dementia, are benefiting in the way they receive funding for their care. It will include legislation that proposes how social care should be implemented and funded, the impact on an individual’s well-being as well as considering the impact of proposals concerning funding on elderly people’s care and the impact on service provision. As well as the financial impact of the implementation of the legislation.
Dilnot et al (2011) defines social care and support as supporting people of all ages with mental and physical conditions to carry out domestic care or personal routines. Social care is part of a larger system that includes The National Health Service, The state and Third sector organisations, as well as the invaluable contribution from volunteers and health care workers.  In July 2011, The Dilnot Commission (Dilnot et al, 2011) published a report on funding of care and support and how they believed it could be made fairer.  They made several recommendations including, capping the amount one person can contribute to the cost of their care at £35,000 to protect people from the otherwise limitless costs, and increasing the asset threshold for those in residential care to which no financial support is given, from £23,250 to £123,000.  The Government began work on the suggestions put forward immediately, producing Th Care Bill, and in an oral statement to parliament on the 15th May 2014, The RT HON Gentleman Norman Lamb introduced The Care Act 2014 (DOH, 2014). One of the biggest changes to Social care in England in 60 years (Barns et al, 2017) The Care Act 2014 brings hopeful promise of adult care reform more focused on individual care assessment. The purpose of the act is to make provision on care standards, to safeguard vulnerable adults, reform law on support available to carers and to make provision regarding integrating care and support with health services (Barnes et al, 2014). Outlining the responsibilities of Local Authorities to provide information and advice on eligibility for social care funding and the provision and arranging of services, even those services provided by private or ‘for profit’ care companies (Care Act, Chapter 23) The Care Act is a key piece of legislation, it brings together various aspects of Social care in to a single decree, inspired by earlier acts and policies (Barnes et al 2017). Thanks to the Care Act people were no longer forced to sell their home to pay for their care, instead they are able to wait until after they have passed for their family to sell their home and reimburse the Local Authority, have the freedom to choose how they wanted their care and the raising of the means test threshold from £23,250 to £123,000 means that adults moving into care homes with less than £123,000 will not have to pay for their care, however for those that do will have to pay for all of their care, until it has reached the cap of £72,000 (Papworth, 2013). The provision of preventative services meant that people are due to have better year in later life in their own home.  It also meant that now carers of other adults were entitled to an assessment to assess the levels of their need for support, including their financial resources and those of the adult needing care (The Care Act, Chapter 23).  The Government had a plan to implement the Care Act in two phases, the first phase beginning in 2015 when Local Authorities across England were given extra £146 Million, specifically for the implementation of The Care Act, which was funded by the freezing of inheritance tax (DoH, 2015). The second phase which would be implemented in April 2016 when the cap introduced by The Care Act came into force (Department of Health, 2015).  The cap that was twice as much as that suggested by the Dilnot commission, the Government proposed cap of £72,000 (Maidment, 2017) was dropped and the reform has now been delayed until at least 2020 (Barnes et al, 2017). On the Radio Four programme, Care in Older Age (2014) it was reported that a survey suggested that even with the care with the lifetime cap at £72,000, most people were still having to pay up to £140,000 towards their care because local authorities would not cover the cost of accommodation. The average cost of living in a residential home for someone with dementia care needs is £512 a week (Romeo et al, 2016) and because this is mostly ‘hotel charges’ things like their room, lighting, heating and electricity and not for the cost of receiving care, Councils have obligation to cover that cost of accommodation (Radio 4, 2014). This implies that the Cap introduced by the Care Act is irrelevant to those living with dementia, who might still need to sell their home to pay for their care.  The Alzheimer’s Society (Alzheimer’s society, 2017) reported that its research indicated that there would be 850,000 people living with dementia in the UK by 2015, and that the number of patients would increase to 1 million by 2025. Under the new legislation imposed by The Care Act, these people would be entitled to free advice and assessment, and most will qualify for financial support from the local authority. This places a huge financial strain on Local Authorities, that are already struggling with a Social care crisis (source). The cost of dementia care is currently estimated at £26 Billion a year (Alzheimer’s society, 2017) and is only expected to increase with the population growing and better medical care that means people are living longer than ever before (BBC, 2016).  The Cap has been delayed until 2020, as councils asked to use the funding given to implement the cap to ease the stress of the care crisis (Brindle, 2015) and in the 2017 General election, to attempt to tackle the care crisis, the Conservatives proposed in their manifesto that should an individual have more that £100,000 in assets, including their home that they should pay the full cost of their care (Klimes, 2017).  it was quickly dubbed the dementia tax and axed from the manifesto (source). Vicky Dermot, chair of The Care and Support Alliance supported the Government’s decision to postpone the cap, saying that the funding was more urgently needed for hundreds of thousands of older and disabled people who need support just to do the basics like getting up or out of the house. It was also encouraged by Izzi Seccombe, Chairman of the Local Governments Associations Community Wellbeing Board who highlighted the way people pay for their care can not be reformed when the system is already built on an unstable foundation, but insists that the money from delaying reforms must be re used in social care (Jonny, 2015). 

To conclude, while the Care Act itself is an historical change, and the biggest reform to social care in over 60 years, it would seem the timing was wrong due to the current care crisis in Britain today. The Government needs to first address the care crisis and take the necessary steps to improve the system before it is able to make any reforms to social care. 
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