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TASER, TASER! – A synthesis of use of TASER within Policing

Introduction – Key Questions
The main aim of my research is to critique the Police use of Taser since its inception into UK Policing and its then subsequent adoption by all police forces. 
I aim to research the associated risks that arise from the use of Taser as a use of force within Policing. 
I aim to research any fatalities associated with Taser use as a use of force within operational policing  
During the current period of intense scrutiny bestowed upon use of force by the Police I aim to research the public perception of the Police use of Taser since its introduction and adoption by all UK police forces

Background
As a frontline Police Officer, I am acutely aware of the risks and violence that Police Officers are subjected to but also the risk and violence that others can subject themselves and others too. I am a specially trained Taser Officer and have a profound interest in use of Taser by Police and believe that my position whilst conducting this research offers an insight from a position that has not been greatly explored thus far with the available research.
The use of Taser, or a CED (Conductive Energy Device) as it is accurately known is a relatively new introduction into the world of Policing within the United Kingdom. It is to be noted that the term Taser is a branded name of a specific CED, however is commonly known as such. A CED as explained by the College of Policing is ‘a less lethal weapon system designed to temporarily incapacitate a subject through use of an electrical current which temporarily interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system and produces a sensation of intense pain’ (College of Policing, 2021).
It is suggested it was sought after to bridge a gap in the issued PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for all police officers which would include a baton and that of a firearm issued to authorised firearm officers and part of an exploration into less lethal weapons. ‘Police agencies have searched for ‘‘less lethal’’ weapons to fill the operational gap between the baton and the gun. The ideal ‘‘less lethal’’ weapon will incapacitate a potentially dangerous person to facilitate their safe arrest, with only minimal risk of injury or death to the subject, the police officer, or bystanders.’ (Bleetman, 2004). 
‘CEDs are primarily designed to be laser-sighted and use cartridges attached to a cartridge bay located at the front of the device. When the trigger is activated the cartridges eject a pair of probes attached to insulated wires. This mode of use is termed ‘probe mode’. When the two probes make contact with the subject, the device delivers an electrical discharge that lasts for 5 seconds. This cycle can be stopped, extended or repeated’. (College of Policing, 2013)
Taser was then introduced within the UK in 2003. ‘Following a trial of the use of the weapon by firearms officers in five police forces, the then home secretary David Blunkett authorised the use of the Taser throughout England and Wales. It was available only to authorised firearms officers for use in accordance with the criteria set out in guidance issued by the Association of Chief Police Officers. These restrictions were relaxed in 2007 by then Home Secretary Jacqui Smith. Following a further trial, authorisation was granted for the use of the weapon by all trained officers in 2008’ (McGuinness, 2016).
However, the roll out of Taser has garnered notoriety in regards to its use and has been marred with controversy since its introduction. The website Liberty released a statement in response to the Governments plans to roll out additional Taser to Police Officers. They outlined that ‘These plans are not just knee-jerk, they reflect a wilful disregard of the well-documented dangers Tasers pose. Tasers can and do kill. They are deployed disproportionately against people of colour and people experiencing mental health issues, and have alarmingly been used against children under 11. Arming every officer will normalise the use of Taser in routine police encounters, which risks escalating, rather than reducing, violence on our streets and will further corrode the fractured relationship between police and the communities they serve. These weapons should only be in the hands of specialist firearms officers. This proposal reflects an apparent determination to embrace policing by control, while sacrificing policing by consent.’ (Liberty, 2019)

Literature Review
Due to the introduction of Taser being a relatively new concept within the realms of Policing within the United Kingdom, although somewhat limited, there is still research among this subject area.
A long notable long term review of the use of Taser was conducted by the IOPC (Independent Office for Police Conduct). It was titled ‘’Review of IOPC cases involving the use of Taser’’. It is to note that the IOPC are independent of that of the Police and regulate investigations and complaints into Police practice. Therefore, the Taser incidents that they regulate may not accurately depict that of all Taser incidents that would warrant no further investigation regarding their use. Taser incidents are dealt locally unless required to be referred to the IOPC, therefore their research may have limitations as this piece of research covers 101 incidents of referrals only. Thus naturally, the types of Taser incident they investigation would garner negative perceptions from the public as appose to anything else. They acknowledge this in their publication stating ‘this report was commissioned following a series of incidents involving Black men and people with mental health concerns in early 2020. We reviewed 101 cases involving Taser use that the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), or our predecessor organisation the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC), investigated between 2015 and 2020’ (IOPC, 2021). Therefore, my research would benefit as it would depict a more accurate and balanced portrayal of effective and appropriate Taser usage as a contrast.
The website, ‘’Amnesty International’’ are human rights advocates and have heavily critiqued Police use of force and particularly Police use of Taser. They focus heavily on disproportionate use of Taser, releasing information surrounding its use. Amnesty released information via a press release stating ‘In the UK, a total of 18 people have died after a Taser was discharged against them by police. The most recent case was in May last year when a 30-year-old father-of-two died in hospital after he was Tasered by police in Falmouth.’ (Amnesty.org, 2013). However, such publications are unclear as they do not accurately depict Taser as being the cause of death is such scenarios, only that to which they were used prior to the death. Further to this, it does not state to which capacity the Taser was used in prior. Although concerning in nature, a multitude of factors would need to be included and sought prior to understanding Taser involvement. My research would aim to provide the reader more information around these matters to provide more clarity.

Methodology
My dissertation will bring together an evidence base which will be formed by secondary data and primary data.
The secondary data within my research will include analysis of existing data and literature utilising publications, articles and websites. 
The primary data within my research will include a questionnaire with civilians as the data pool. I will aim to survey their perception of Taser and their feelings in regards to the use of Taser by Police.
It will also include a survey of serving Police officers, capturing their perception of Taser, their understanding of the public’s perception of Taser and collecting outcomes of their use of Taser. 
It is already clear that there will be no conclusive findings in relation to my research as there are many variables and the subsequent data surrounding Taser is continuing to develop. However there are limited data pools to accompany the use of Taser and my research can benefit by assisting in gathering more data within this area. As aforementioned in the current climate where we are in the era of COVID 19 and the Police are facing intense scrutiny as a result of Police related incidents such as the tragic death of Sarah Everard by a serving Police Officer and the death of George Floyd as a result of excessive force by a Police Officer in America, my research into Taser as a use of force may bring about changed views and perceptions taking these change invoking incidents into account. 
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