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Democratic Deficit in the European Union
‘Democratic deficit’ is not a universal term but is one used by the people who support the argument that the institutions of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as EU) and their procedures of decision-making face lack of democracy and appear inaccessible to the normal citizens because of their complexity. The actual democratic deficit of the EU appears to be the lack of European politics. Voters of the EU feel that they do not have an effective and sufficient way to decline the rule by a government that they do not appreciate and they do not have enough ways of making changes in the course of policy and politics (European Commission, 2006).  This because the European governance current form is that there is actually ‘no government.’ The general public is still in support of the European legal and political system but they have no understanding of the political system that occasionally seems to threaten their way of living. The dissatisfaction and the lack of support of Europe has been shown through the low turn outs at the European elections. For instance, 2009 recorded an all time low with an average of only 43% of the EU participating. The process of European integration has faced the issue of democratic legitimacy every stage. This was an issue that was tackled in the conferences among the various governments leading to the signing of Nice, Amsterdam and Maastricht Treaties which gave more power to the European Parliament (hereinafter referred to as EP) and extended the areas that have powers to make joint decisions with the Council. This has made the EP to evolve from an assembly of consultative nature to a co-legislator.  Additionally, the Lisbon Treaty also empowered the EP’s supervisory legislative, and financial powers. The EP has also received influence that is considerable in appointing the Commission together with its President. Further still, the initiative of the European Citizens was formed and the necessity of the dialogue between European institutions and the civil society greatly recognized. Improvement in terms of various Council sessions being availed to the public has been made to increase citizens’ information. 
To better understand the concept of democratic deficit and its arguments, it is crucial to first understand the Treaty of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as TEU) and how the EU functions in relation to democracy. Article 10 of the TEU provides that the functioning of the EU is grounded on representative democracy, which provides for the representation of citizens in the European Parliament directly at the Union level. The various Member States are represented b the Heads of Government or State in the European Council (hereinafter referred to as the Council). The Member States are represented by their governments in the Council and are then accountable to their particular citizens and/or their individual parliaments democratically. It also provides that every citizen has the right to participate in the Union’s democratic life and the decisions must be therefore taken the closest possible and the most open matter to the citizen. The various political parties at the EU level are responsible to contribute in forming political awareness in the Union and to express the will of the Union’s citizens. Article 11 of the TEU provides that institutions are obligated under all appropriate means to give representative associations and citizens the chance to publicly declare and exchange their perspective in all areas of the action of the Union. The institutions are also obligated to maintain a transparent, regular and open dialogue with the civil society and representative associations. The Council is also obligated to carry out wide consultations with the relevant parties t make sure that the actions of the Union are transparent and coherent. The Article also points out that the citizens , not less than a million in number from the Member States, may invite the Council within it powers’ framework to submit to them a proposal that is appropriate regarding issues that the citizens find to require a legal act by the EU with the aim of implementing the various treaties. Article 24 of the TEU supports this provision by setting out the conditions and procedures that are used for this citizens’ initiative. Article 12 of the TEU then provides for the various ways in which the National Parliaments actively make their contributions to the well-functioning of the EU. First, they contribute by receiving information from the Union’s institutions and receiving the Union’s draft legislative acts according to the Protocol on the role of national Parliaments in the EU. Secondly, they are obligated to make sure that the subsidiarity principle is respected according to the procedures that the Protocol on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality provides. Thirdly, the national parliaments are tasked with participating in the mechanisms of evaluation of the policies of the Union in the area of security, freedom, justice and freedom within the same the framework and according to Article 70 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as TFEU) and by participating in the political monitoring of Europol and evaluating activities of Eurojust according to Articles 85 and 88 of the TFEU. The fourth responsibility of the national parliaments is to participate in reviewing Treaties according to Article 48 of the TEU. They also contribute by being informed of the applications for the Union accession according to Article 49 of the TEU and finally they contribute by participating in the inter-parliamentary cooperation between the parliaments of the EP and the Member States according to the Protocol on the role of national Parliaments in theEuropean Union.
Article 258 of the TFEU provides that if it is the consideration of the Commission that a Member State is not fulfilling any of its obligations under the various treaties, it delivers a reasoned opinion regarding the matter after it gives the relevant state a chance to share its observations in submissions. If the relevant state is not compliant with the opinion of the Commission within the period that the Commission has laid down then the Commission is at liberty to take the matter to the Court of Justice of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as CJEU). This is a good example of how democracy is not employed in the EU. A democratic process would involve citizens of the EU, including the citizens of the other Member States contributing to the matter. It is probable that another view point that had not been perceived by the Commission could be achieved through such public participation and therefore help to improve compliance with the laws and make the European citizens generally involved in its processes. 
To further understand the extent of democratic deficit, we should also understand the election, composition and functioning of the various institutions of the EU. The institutions discussed are the European Commission (the Commission), the European Parliament (EP), the European Council (the Council) and the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU).  
The European Commission is composed of a group of 26 Commissioners (1 for each EU country), drove by a President and upheld in its business by a civil service. It proposes new regulations, oversees EU policies as indicated by powers characterized in the Treaties, carries out the EU financial plan and authorizes EU regulation. The European Commission is driven by its President and the 26 Commissioners, one for every country. The Commission President is chosen for a 5-year term by the European Parliament, following the elections of Europe. The European Council (EU heads of state or government) propose a candidate for presidency of the commission to the Parliament. Since the decision of the candidate should consider the European political race results, the proposed competitor for the most part comes from the biggest political gathering in the Parliament. 
The Parliament needs to endorse the new Commission President by an outright larger part (a big part of all MEPs, with one addition). When supported, the European Council formally names the new President. Assuming the competitor neglects to get the endorsement of the European Parliament, the European Council should propose another candidate inside a month. The President-elect allots strategy portfolios to the up-and-comer Commissioners, one from every EU country.
Commissioners complete their obligations for the Commission autonomously of the public legislatures of the nations from which they come. The Commissioners-assign should then show up in front of the parliamentary committee liable for their portfolio, to be assessed on their reasonableness for the position. When every one of the 26 Commissioners-assign have been supported (Commissioners-assign may pull out on the off chance that they don't get a positive assessment), they, alongside the President-elect and the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, must be endorsed in a solitary vote of assent by the European Parliament. The European Council officially names every one of the Commissioners to their separate positions, acting by a certified larger part.
The European Council is composed of the heads of state or legislature of EU Member nations, the President of the European Council and the President of the European Commission. It is upheld by its own organization made out of civil servants. Its purpose is to characterizes the EU's by and large political bearing and needs. The Council chooses its own President by qualified greater part in the European Council (55% of EU nations and 65% of the whole EU populace) and this is a post held for a 2.5 year term, inexhaustible once. It proposes a contender for the President of the European Commission by a certified larger part in the European Council, a post held for a sustainable 5-year term and the up-and-comer proposed by the European Council should be endorsed by a larger part in the European Parliament. On the off chance that Parliament neglects to support the up-and-comer, the European Council should propose another candidate. The new competitor additionally must be supported by a larger part in the European Parliament.
The Council also appoints the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (answerable for EU international concerns ('outer activity') and furthermore a Vice-President of the European Commission) by qualified larger part, with the understanding of the Commission President for a 5-year term. The Council also designates the European Commission (the Commissioners and President, and the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy) by qualified larger part (after they have been endorsed by the European Parliament). It also appoints the European Central Bank (ECB) Executive board.
The European Parliament is currently composed of 705 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs), decided directly by EU residents and citizens, agreeing generally to public constituent regulations and laws in every EU country. This institution co-legislates with the Council.  
It likewise decides on new economic deals and examines the EU establishments and how the EU spending plan is spent. It votes for its President, Vice-presidents, committee, quaestors, and delegation vice-chairs and chairs. It also elects the Commission’s President, vets the Commissioners and approves the Commission. 
Finally, the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) is composed of two courts namely the General Court and the Court of Justice. The function of the CJEU generally is to interpret EU law and ensure it is applied uniformly in all EU countries, and settling disputes between EU institutions and national governments. The Court of Justice makes decisions on specific annulment actions, requests for preliminary rulings from the national courts, appeals, and infringement proceedings instituted against EU countries for their failure to follow EU law. The General Court decides annulment actions instituted by companies, individuals, and sometimes EU governments. Each advocate and judge is appointed for a renewable term of 6 years, unanimously by the Member States’ governments, after consultation with a panel of respected lawyers who share their opinion on the suitability of the prospective candidates. The judges select a President from themselves in each court and their term is 3 years. For the Court of Justice only 1 judge is selected from each country in addition to 11 general advocates while for the General Court 2 judges are chosen from each Member State. 
In the upshot, this paper has demonstrated that there is actually a democratic deficit in the EU. From the discussion of the composition and functions of the institutions we see that most officials of the institutions actually receive appointments from among themselves and their institutions. It is only for the European Parliament that there is direct voting from the citizens of the EU. therefore there needs to be reform in relation to public participation of the law making processes, elections of officials to the institutions to represent the direct needs of the citizens and so forth. 
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