[bookmark: _GoBack]Mind maps and your research proposal (MSc Research Methods)
Mind maps are just tools.  You use them as you want to, rather than by slavish devotion to a principle.  Buzan’s basic concept of visualisation in conjunction with list processing will help you develop your research proposal. 
Name of Technique:    Mind Map or Spray Diagram  
	Description of Technique:
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	 Popularised by author and consultant, Tony Buzan
Lines on a mind map do not need to “mean” anything – they are an association that is important to you.
· express ideas in one or a few words
· keep track of the key topics or sub-topics by circling them
· use lines to join up the components or concepts that appear related in some way
· do not show directional links on the lines
· use colour to show different types of idea or thing

Lines do not have direction.
Helps you to make associations 
Can easily integrate additional info with little disruption
Very quick to review, as you can often refresh information in your mind just by glancing at a mind map



	Good means of representing other peoples work and capturing your understanding of that work.

Helps construct coherent argument form related but unstructured ideas.

Can help when

· thinking about an issue from scratch
· need to organise various facts, issues or ideas into a structured form
· taking notes; and
· Setting out the structure of an argument.

	Hierarchical structure might constrain some people.



Benefit to the User:
· helps organise thoughts and facts and events and … in meaningful ways to help further analysis, to act as memory aides memoires, …
Example visualisations: 
[image: ]



Exercise (from lecture)
1.	Produce a spider diagram of your research interests.  Compare and contrast your diagram with a colleague.  Refine your diagram in response to your discussion.
2.	From this diagram formulate four research questions that your study aims to address.  Begin each question with ‘how’, ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘when’ or ‘why’?
3.	Discuss the questions with a colleague and put them into a hierarchy of importance.
4.	From this material, define an aim and specific objectives or hypotheses.
5.	If time permits, discuss ways in which these may be achieved.
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Sources:
· http://systems.open.ac.uk/materials/T552/ on 22 Oct 2020 

· John Rees

· http://www.mindtools.com/community/pages/article/newISS_01.php
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