The Uighurs are one of the fifty-six recognised ethnicities of the PRC, they are an ancient people that have a long cultural heritage, with influences from all over Asia, and Europe. They are the main ethnic minority group in the Xinjiang region of China, they are also the easiest ethnic minority for us to see how the change in leadership, and the movement into the modern age has changed China’s opinions on its ethnic minority groups, and how the PRC has changed with new leadership, and tactics being taken. 

Uighurs have an incredibly diverse and complicated history, as historians are unsure of when the modern-day Uighurs first appeared[footnoteRef:1], where they originally stemmed from. It is thought that the first ‘Uighurs’ were invaders from some Turkic tribes who moved into the Tarim Basin and pushed or assimilated the Indo-European speakers until the Turkic culture uprooted and replaced the ones of the original settlers there[footnoteRef:2]. Some of the Uighurs claim that their ancestors were the Tarim mummies a group of bodies discovered in the Tarim Basin; although, these are thought to actually be the original Caucasian settlers instead, one in particular is incredibly western in features, The Chärchän man[footnoteRef:3], is dressed in clothing that has been closely identified with styles made in bronze age Europe[footnoteRef:4], specifically with the Hallstatt culture which inhabited what is now areas of Spain, France and Germany[footnoteRef:5], the fabric is very similar to designs from Austria and a Phrygian inspired hat, common in the Bronze Age.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  G Bovingdon - 2010 - Chapter 1 – Using the Past to Serve the Present - The Uyghurs – strangers in their own land – USA, Columbia University Press]  [2: J, P Mallory, V H Mair – 2000-  The Tarim Mummies: Ancient China and the Mystery of the Earliest Peoples from the West – London -  Thames & Hudson]  [3:  D Kamberi  - 1994 - The three thousand year-old Charchan Man preserved at Zaghunlug - Sino-Platonic Papers – (https://web.archive.org/web/20161220224442/http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp044_charchan_man.pdf) ]  [4:   R Berinstein  -  1999 – BOOKS OF THE TIMES; Silent Giants as Guides on an Ancient Thoroughfare – USA – The New York Times]  [5:  M Cartright – 2021 – Hallstatt Culture – World History Encyclopaedia – (Accsessed 23/10/2022 - https://www.worldhistory.org/Hallstatt_Culture/) ]  [6:  E Barber - 1999 - The Mummies of Urumchi –Norton – USA  (p 34) ] 


The Uighurs were known to have inhabited the تەكلىماكان قۇملۇقى, in English the Taklamakan Desert, we do not however know when the first people inhabited the deserts, and it is largely agreed by scholars that these people were not the Uighurs as we know them today[footnoteRef:7]. The Uighurs that are recognised by China are those whose ancestry traces back to those who moved into the Tarim Basin due to the fall of the Uyghur Khaganate in 842[footnoteRef:8] and the Turkic tribes that inhabited the basin. The term Uighur was not used to refer to the current ethnic group until the 1930s[footnoteRef:9]. The term was originally used to describe a long dead tribe that used to inhabit the Tarim Basin (Who were probably one of the ancestors of the current Uighur group), in a strange turn of events however the word was not first introduced by the Chinese government, in an attempt to label its ethnic minority groups, but by the Soviets, who applied the name of the long dead the Khanganate to the non-nomadic Muslims in the Xinjiang region[footnoteRef:10]. However, in this time not many of the Turkic Muslims in the area identified with this label and it has been suggested by modern scholars that this was done to weaken the community and connectedness of the Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and China as a whole. In a way it succeeded: Turki intellectuals rejected the use of this as their designation, requesting ‘Türk’ or ‘Türki’ be used instead. These were of course rejected. Even after the PRC came to power the term Uighur was used.  [7:  J Milward,  P Perdude - 2004 -  Xinjiang: China's Muslim Borderland – USA -  M.E Sharp Inc -  (p 42)]  [8:  E Hildinger - 1997- Warriors of the Steppe: A Military history of central Asia 500 BC to 1700 AD – New York - SARPEDON (p125)]  [9:  J Fairbank, T Ch’en  – 1968 – The Chinese World Order: traditional Chinese foreign relations – USA – Harvard University Press (p 368)]  [10:  J Millward, N Tursun – 2004 -  Political History and Strategies of control 1884 – 1978 – M.E Sharpe – New York] 

The Uighur people are a very Islamic group, their ancestors began to convert in the 10th century, although like much Uighur history exactly how and when is foggy[footnoteRef:11]. Most Uighurs see themselves linked to the Karakhanids, who were the first Turkic dynasty in the Tarim Basin to convert[footnoteRef:12]. Some of the Uighurs who had fled the fall of the Khaganate had created a kingdom called Qocho[footnoteRef:13]. In 1209 the Kingdom became a vassal state of the to the Mongolian Empire and the last of the Buddhist Uighurs were converted to Islam under the rule of Khizr Khoja; this is also where the term Uighur fell out of use commonly[footnoteRef:14].  [11:  N Tursan – 2008 – The Formation of Modern Ughur Histography and Competing perspectives toward Ughur history – Central Asia-Caucasus Institute & Silk Road Studies Program – USA/Stockholm]  [12:  S Asimov – 1998 – History of Civilisations of Central Asia Volume IV The Age of Achievement – UNESCO publishing – France ]  [13:  J Lee – 2016 – The Historical Meaning of the Term Turk and the Nature of the Turkic Identity of the Chinggisid and Timurid Elites in Post-Mongol Central Asia -  Central Asiatic Journal – Harrassowitz Verlag – p103 ]  [14:  I Beller-Hann – 2008 – Community Matters in Xinjiang, 1880 – 1949: Towards a historical Anthropology of the Uyghur – Netherlands – BRILL – p50] 

In 1920, after the fall of the Qing Dynasty and the rise of the Republic of China, Pan Turkic Jadids began to challenge Chinese rule in Xinjiang. The Uighurs staged rebellions against the Republic of China’s government, these led to the creation of the East Turkestan Republic, which was caused by the Kumul Rebellion - or more accurately the Khotanlik Uyghurs rebelled at the same time as many other groups in Xinjiang, and declared their short-lived independence on the 12th November 1933. By 1934 it had been retaken by a Chinese Warlord[footnoteRef:15]. Independence was achieved again when the Soviet Union helped Uighur separatists, creating another short-lived East Turkestan, which was supposed to operate like part of the Eastern Block and as a safety net for the Soviet Union against the forces of Capitalism, in this case the Kuomintang[footnoteRef:16]. When the PRC won the Chinese Civil War, this became largely useless, and the region of Xinjiang was absorbed back into the PRC[footnoteRef:17]. There exists today the East Turkistan Government in Exile which was created in 2004 and are a collection of Uyghurs, Kazakhs and others from East Turkestan (also known as Xinjiang) who are calling for the wider world to recognise East Turkestan as a country under Chinese occupation[footnoteRef:18]. They were also the group who first called attention to the Human Rights Abuses and the Genocide happening in modern day Xinjiang[footnoteRef:19].  [15:  East Turkistan Government in Exile -  First East Turkistan Republic (1933-1934) – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://east-turkistan.net/first-east-turkistan-republic-1933-1934/) ]  [16:  M Dickens – 2010 – The Soviets in Xinjiang (1911 – 1949) – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://web.archive.org/web/20081023203643/http://www.oxuscom.com/sovinxj.htm) ]  [17:  East Turkistan Government in Exile – Second East Turkistan Republic (1944 – 1949) – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://east-turkistan.net/second-east-turkistan-republic-1944-1949/)]  [18:  East Turkistan Government in Exile – Uyghurs Urge US Congress To Recognize East Turkistan As An Occupied Country - (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://east-turkistan.net/uyghurs-urge-us-congress-to-recognize-east-turkistan-as-an-occupied-country/)]  [19:  East Turkistan Government in Exile - Press Release: Uyghurs and Other Turkic Peoples Across the Globe Protest China and Call On International Community To Recognize  The Genocide – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://east-turkistan.net/press-release-uyghurs-and-other-turkic-peoples-across-the-globe-protest-china-and-call-on-international-community-to-recognize-the-genocide/)  ] 

In 1955 Chairman Mao Zehdong declared the Xinjiang region of China a second Autonomous zone rather than its status as a province[footnoteRef:20]. These are regions which have the most power away from the Chinese government, they have some rights over their legislation and the right to ‘formulate self-government regulations and other separate regulations’,[footnoteRef:21] it’s closest contemporary in the western world would be the State System in America, with local governments like state officials, however they are still regarded and seen as under the supreme control of the Chinese government and any talk of separation is prohibited. It was declared the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region or XUAR and there was major opposition to the name from Uighurs. The word Xinjiang stands for ‘new frontier’ [footnoteRef:22]and was seen as very colonialist, which the Chinese government heavily denied. Some Uighur nationalists refer to the region as Uyghurstan instead[footnoteRef:23]. Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region was chosen instead due to the largest ethnic group in the region being Uighurs[footnoteRef:24]. This is significant for several reasons: the Uighurs see the Xinjiang region as their ancestral home, but it also allowed them to have a significant amount of power in Xinjiang and should have afforded them more protections than other ethnic minorities as they have administrative controls.  [20:  The Council of Foreign relations – Uighurs and China’s Xinjiang Region (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/uighurs-and-chinas-xinjiang-region) ]  [21:  The State Council of the Peoples Republic of China – Constitution of the People’s republic, Article 4 (Accessed 23/10/22 - http://english.www.gov.cn/archive/lawsregulations/201911/20/content_WS5ed8856ec6d0b3f0e9499913.html) ]  [22:  G Bovingdon – 2010 – The Uyghurs: Strangers in there own land – USA – Columbia University Press (p 24)]  [23:  D Brophy – 2016 – Ughur Nation: Reform and Revolution on the Russia China Frontier – London – Harvard University Press ]  [24:   G Bovingdon – 2010 – p199 ] 

The first inkling that the government of the PRC could have been against the Uighurs in some capacity, was the state sponsored migration of Han Chinese people to move into Xinjiang[footnoteRef:25] over the 50s and 70s. This caused a major increase in the Han Chinese within Xinjiang, from 7% to 40%. This however, in conjunction with other issues, has been attributed to the beginning of the Xinjiang Conflict. The Chinese government began promoting the idea of Chinese ‘Cultural Unity’[footnoteRef:26], which was often opposed to the Uighurs cultural identity, and the squashing of any discussion of separation which raised tensions from the 1950s until the present day[footnoteRef:27]. The Xinjiang conflict isn’t one particular fight but a series of issues, mainly terrorist attacks, each one increasing tensions in the area, and each with some form of body count. These riots and tensions were encouraged by the Soviet Union as well, it has been suggested by Bellér-Hann that this was an ‘ideological war against China’[footnoteRef:28].  [25:  A Howell, C Fan – 2011 – Eurasian Geography and Economics – Bellwether Publishing Ltd – USA (p119)]  [26:  X Maosong – 2018 – Culture Clash: Chinese Cultural Value unity of country over separatism, unlike in the west – South China Morning Post – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2141214/culture-clash-chinese-value-unity-country-over-separatism) ]  [27:  B Blanchard – China Says 13,000 ‘terrorists’ arrested in Xinjiang since 2014 – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-xinjiang-idUSKCN1QZ08T) ]  [28:  I Beller-Hann – 2007 – Situation Uighurs Between China and Central Asia – USA -  Ashgate Publishing Ltd (p39)] 

During the 1980s onward the Uighurs and Han didn’t interact much, and both acted in ways of Auto-segregation[footnoteRef:29], the Uighurs tried to marry into their own groups rather than branching out to other ethnicities, although this could be a response to the actions of the Chinese government during the 50s. There was an encouragement, or state mandated, push for women from the Huhan region of China to go into Xinjiang, they were falsely told they were being sent to for better jobs or to learn Russian, they were instead sent to marry Uighur men. They became known as ‘Eight Thousand Hunan Maidens Going Up Tian Mountain’ and were commemorated. It has also been noted that a great many of these women were minors who didn’t understand what was going on[footnoteRef:30], which says a great deal about the Chinese treatment of their own low class Han ethnicity, as they can be used as political pieces - when needed. They can also be under large regulations from the Chinese government, for instance the one child policy was directed almost entirely at the Han Chinese groups rather than the entirety of China, the Uighurs for example where exempt.[footnoteRef:31] [29: 32 B Hopper, M Webber – 2009 – Migration, Modernisation and Ethnic Estrangment: Uyghur migration to Urumqi, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, PRC – Global Oriental LTD – UK -  pp187-188]  [30:  Z Huang – 2005 – The Tale of Eight Thousand Hunan Maidens going up Tian Mountains (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2009/07/huang-zhangjin-%E9%BB%84%E7%AB%A0%E6%99%8B%EF%BC%9Athe-tale-of-eight-thousand-hunan-maidens-going-up-tian-mountain-12/) ]  [31:  BBC News – 2015 -  Explainer: What was China’s one-child Policy – (Accsessed 23/10/22 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-34667551) ] 

The 2008 Beijing Olympics were perhaps the beginning of the international awareness of China’s treatment of ethnic minorities. During the opening ceremony, the flag of the PRC was carried into the Olympic Stadium by fifty-six children supposed to represent the recognised ethnicities of China. Each one was wearing the appropriate dress of their respective ethnic group; the Uighurs were included as the third largest of China’s ethnic minorities. However, none of the Children were actually from the ethnic minorities they were representing, they were all in fact Han Chinese[footnoteRef:32]. This is not the first time that the PRC have used the majority ethnic group to represent the minorities, but it is in fact a continuous action that they take with portrayal of any ethnic minority in China and the PRC explained their behaviour was in the hopes to stop any political movements during the Olympic period, as it had occurred in the same year as the 2008 Uighur Unrest when the Uighurs were very vocal and angry about their treatment. The Chinese government had begun to focus on stability maintenance, and the Uighurs were a direct force against that.[footnoteRef:33] [32:  R Spencer – 2008 – Beijing Olympics: ‘Ethnic’ Children exposed as fakes in opening ceremony – The Telegraph – UK – (Accsessed 23/10/22 - https://web.archive.org/web/20080821081115/http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/othersports/olympics/2561979/Beijing-Olympics-Ethnic-children-exposed-as-fakes-in-opening-ceremony.html) ]  [33:  J Ruwitch – 2008 – Police arrest 70 in China’s restive Xinjiang-group – The Guardian – UK – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://web.archive.org/web/20080407201619/http://sport.guardian.co.uk/breakingnews/feedstory/0,,-7433453,00.html) ] 

A People’s War was launched in Xinjiang in 2014[footnoteRef:34], which was the beginning of the more extreme policies from the PRC, which was directly caused by the Xinjiang Conflict. The war was declared on the ‘Three Evil Forces’ of separatism, terrorism, and extremism[footnoteRef:35], and commenced the Civil Servant family pair up, which was a scheme for people within the Xinjiang region to ‘host’ a Han civil servant in their homes, in the hopes it would instigate a kinship between the two groups[footnoteRef:36], these actions very quickly became invasive to Uighur people; the Civil servants would very often overstay their welcome and the mandatory visitation days quickly moved from five days a month to Civil servants living with the Uighurs[footnoteRef:37] - these servants were trained to look for Islamic practices and to foster an ‘ethnic unity’. Refusal to allow the Civil servant into your home would result in a detainment. As the scheme has continued the practices have gotten viler as the Civil Servants have been allowed and encouraged to sleep in the same bed as Uighur women - married or single - this has led to an increase in pregnancy and forced marriages[footnoteRef:38].  [34: 34 Global Times – 2014 – Xinjiang’s Party Chief wages ‘People’s war’ against terrorism – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/862306.shtml) ]  [35:  Human Rights Watch – 2006 – Eurasia: Uphold Human Rights in Combating Terrorism – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.hrw.org/news/2006/06/14/eurasia-uphold-human-rights-combating-terrorism) ]  [36:  P Goff -  2019 – ‘Become Family’: China sends officials to stay with Xinjiang minorities – The Irish Times - (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/asia-pacific/become-family-china-sends-officials-to-stay-with-xinjiang-minorities-1.4118327) ]  [37:  D Kang Y Wang – 2018 – China’s uighurs told to share beds, meals with party members – AP News (accessed 23/10/22 - https://apnews.com/article/ap-top-news-international-news-prayer-weddings-occasions-9ca1c29fc9554c1697a8729bba4dd93b) ]  [38:  G Fernanado – 2019 – ‘This is Mass Rape’: China Slammed over programme that ‘appoints’ men to sleep with Uighur women – NZ Herald – (accsessed 23/10/22 -  https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/this-is-mass-rape-china-slammed-over-programme-that-appoints-men-to-sleep-with-uighur-women/TCLHH722RNU23KL42G4WKIIMLI/?c_id=2&objectid=12295956) ] 

Xi Jingping was disappointed in the results of the People’s war and actions in Xinijang. In 2017, he replaced the previous leader with Chen Quanguo, who orchestrated the genocide (And who has just been outsted from his position within the Chinese Communist Party)[footnoteRef:39] The government took even more extreme actions, increasing the Civil Servant Family Pair Up Programme, and, in what has been characterised as the ‘Chinese War on Terror’[footnoteRef:40], Chen Quanguo and some ten thousand troops paraded through the Xinjiang region with the missions statement of removing terrorists from the streets of Xinjiang. They however did not arrest known or unknown terrorists but many Uighur people, specifically Uighur Muslims. These people were rounded up and taken to internment camps for ‘re-education’[footnoteRef:41]. This is unfortunately when sources become less reliable. The official news from the Chinese government is that they are being de-radicalised and retaught Chinese cultural values. This contradicts what both the Uighurs and the wider world is saying. With the help of investigative journalism, and modern technology, people have been able to look into the camps and what they have found is seen as the greatest human right abuse of the 21st century. These internment camps are holding Uighur people without a trial for a non-disclosed amount of time[footnoteRef:42]. They are then forced to do labour, It was reported that the Keriya County Vocational Training Centre, which is in fact a re-education camp has opened factories which are staffed by the Uighur detainees where they make shoes, package tea and assemble mobile phones[footnoteRef:43]. It has also been suggested that the cotton trade in Xinjiang is being used for labour, 84% of all China’s cotton is from the Xinjiang region and it is made into textiles there as well[footnoteRef:44]. In 2021 a Human rights study stated that the increase in China’s production of Solar panels has caused some German and American firms to fold, and the uptick in Chinese production has been attributed to forced labour[footnoteRef:45].  [39:  M Soni – 2022 – It’s Xi’s Whim: Xinjiang’s boss ousted from China’s top leadership body – The Hindustan Times (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/chen-quanguo-china-communist-party-meeting-xi-jinping-news-it-s-xi-s-whim-xinjiang-s-boss-ousted-from-china-s-top-leadership-body-101666495995584.html) ]  [40:  C-P Chung – 2002 – China’s ‘war on terror’: September 11 and Uighur Separatism – Foreign Affairs Vol.81 – pp. 8 – 12 ]  [41:  Human Rights Watch – 2017 – China: Free Xinjiang ‘Political Education’ detainees – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/10/china-free-xinjiang-political-education-detainees) ]  [42:  BBC – 2018 – China Uighurs: One million held in political camps, UN told (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-45147972) ]  [43:  P Sherwell – 2020 – Uighurs forced to keep China running at height of Covid-19 pandemic – The Times (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/uighurs-forced-to-keep-china-running-at-height-of-covid-19-pandemic-js0p5gg0c) ]  [44:  M Bain – 2019 – Clothing made by Chinese forced labour is likely being sold in the US – Quartz – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://qz.com/1732084/forced-uyghur-labor-in-chinas-xinjiang-could-be-making-us-sold-clothing) ]  [45:  BBC – 2021 – China uses Uyghur forced labour to make solar panels, says report – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-57124636) ] 

The Chinese government at first attempted to deny the existence of these camps, they began with a cover-up campaign, but as foreign journalists began to do more research into these camps it became untenable and in 2018, they had to admit these camps existed[footnoteRef:46], however they were quick to prove these camps were not committing human rights abuses. In 2020 the Propaganda began to pick up the pace: the PRC took to social media in an attempt to keep the global community on their side[footnoteRef:47]. They bought ads on Facebook as the PRC faced international backlash and lost control of the narrative they had tried to push. The fact this largely did not work can be attributed to the very thing the PRC attempted to use, the rise of Social media, where many young people began to gather the available information on the Uighur genocide and collated it to spread it to as many people as possible, such as the Xinjiang Victims database a place for people in the camps to tell there stories and let people know what has occured[footnoteRef:48].  [46:  J Griffiths – 2021 – From Cover up to Propoganda blitz: China’s attempts to control the narrative on Xinjiang – CNN – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/16/china/beijing-xinjiang-uyghurs-propaganda-intl-hnk-dst/index.html) ]  [47:  N Purnell – 2021 – Facebook staff fret over China’s ads portraying happy muslims in Xinjiang – The Wall Street Journal (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.wsj.com/articles/facebook-staff-fret-over-chinas-ads-portraying-happy-muslims-in-xinjiang-11617366096) ]  [48:  Xinjiang Victims database – Founded by Gene Bunin – 2018 - https://shahit.biz/eng/#evidence ] 

The actual conditions inside the camps are also abysmal, they have roughly a five to ten percent death rate with many dying of malnutrition and unsanitary conditions[footnoteRef:49]. There are regular reports of rapes of detainees[footnoteRef:50]. The treatment has been described by detainees as torture. There are stories of waterboarding, and a former detainee Kayrat Samarkand, explained one of the things they subjected him too, [t]hey made me wear what they called 'iron clothes,' a suit made of metal that weighed over 50 pounds [23 kg] ... It forced my arms and legs into an outstretched position. I couldn't move at all, and my back was in terrible pain...They made people wear this thing to break their spirits. After 12 hours, I became so soft, quiet and lawful’. They are forced to sing songs that praise the Chinese government and Xi Jingping. They are also taught that religion is incorrect using the Marx quote that it is ‘opium’,[footnoteRef:51]. They are also taught their thought is a virus. Children of detained Uighurs are usually taken to state run orphanages which brainwash children away from their roots as Uighurs[footnoteRef:52]. Some detainees have also explained they have been medically experimented on[footnoteRef:53].  [49:  J Finley – 2020 – Why Scholars and Activists Increasingly Fear a Uyghur Genocide In Xinjiang – Journal of Genocide Research – pp348-370]  [50:  BBC – 2021 – Uighur Camps: US, UK Governments condemn reports of systematic rape (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-55930344)  ]  [51:  R Schmitz – 2018 – Ex-detainee describes torture in China’s Xinjiang re-education camp – NPR – (Accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.npr.org/2018/11/13/666287509/ex-detainee-describes-torture-in-chinas-xinjiang-re-education-camp) ]  [52:  J Griffiths – 2019 – Children of detained Uyghurs held in mass boarding schools in Xinjiang, research claims – CNN (accessed 23/10/22 - https://edition.cnn.com/2019/07/05/asia/xinjiang-muslims-china-intl-hnk/index.html) ]  [53:  Z Rahim – 2019 – Prisoners in China’s Xinjiang Concentration camps subjected to gang rape and medical experiments, former detainee says – The Independent (accessed 23/10/22 - https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-xinjiang-uighur-muslim-detention-camps-xi-jinping-persecution-a9165896.html) ] 

Rumours of forced sterilisation of Uighur Women appeared in 2019. Zumrat Dwut stated that she was detained and sterilised in one of these camps.[footnoteRef:54] The Xinjiang government deny this fully, but other people have come forward with similar experiences and the PRC’s push for them to remain the righteous figures make these statements questionable. Women detained have also spoken out about the sexual torture they suffered.  Should they be suitably re-educated then these graduates are sent into full time forced labour. [54:  J Aldag & M Sloss – First she survived a Uyghur Internment camp. Then she made it out of China – Washington Post – (accessed 23/10/22 – https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/first-she-survived-a-uyghur-internment-camp-then-she-made-it-out-of-china/2019/11/17/a7a7639e-c003-4965-94a0-1944b5c40722_video.html) 
I Watson, R Wright, B Westcott - 2020– Xinjiang government confirms huge birth rate drop but denies forced sterilization of women – CNN (accessed 23/10/22 - https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/21/asia/xinjiang-china-response-sterilization-intl-hnk/index.html) ] 

In 2021, the Chinese government began to ban Uighur textbooks citing that the books from 2003 and 2009 editions of the textbooks contained 84 passages preaching ethnic separatism, violence, terrorism and religious extremism, which seems to be a very delayed reaction from the Chinese government who were very quick to crack down on issues with the Uighurs in the past.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Alarabiya  news – 2021 -  China charges two ex-Xinjiang officials with separatism, bribery – (accessed 23/10/22 - https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2021/04/07/China-charges-two-ex-Xinjiang-officials-with-separatism-bribery) ] 

The situation in Xinjiang continues to be a situation of international importance, highlighting issues of racism which has been a long running issue throughout China’s history. The Chinese government is focused on controlling its populace, through both terror and admiration, and if a genocide is what is required for their complete control and to quash talks of separatism, they have proven they will. 
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