Introduction:
This chapter explain various methodologies that will be used in gathering data and analysis which is relevant to the research. The methodologies will include areas such as the location of the study, research designs, sampling and sample size, types of data and data collection method.

Research design:
The purpose of this study is to gain more insight into how policing domestic abuse has changed over the last 10 years. For example, what major problems police officers have faced and the feedback that they have received regarding this from the public such as continuing to improve policing domestic abuse. 

There will be two particular types of research design in this research which is exploratory research and descriptive research. 

Descriptive research is used to describe a particular situation and focuses more on the “what” instead of the “why”, MCCOMBES, (2023). 
Descriptive research will be used in this particular study as not much is known on this particular research, surveys are often used to conduct it. 

Exploratory research is used to understand, investigate and to have another perceptive on the research, HASSAN, (2024). 
Exploratory research will be used in this particular study as lot as the researcher will look to investigate the researched question and get more knowledge of other persons perspective. 


Data collection method:
There are two types of research method designs to consider. They are Primary and secondary data. 

Primary Data is when the data is collected directly from the source, HASSAN (2023), there are numerous methods used for this including surveys which will be applied in this research.

Secondary data is data that is already available to access making it pre existing, this includes research which is already published such as journals, books ect, HASSAN, (2024).
In this research both primary and secondary data will be used. 

Areas of study:
The study will be carried out within Gwent Police Force, the reason for this is because it can be narrowed down into one particular police force. It is also more achievable to solely focus on one police force and be able to reach respondents therefore being able to obtain the necessary and relevant data from these police officer’s. Solely focusing on Gwent Police will also show independently how they feel policing has changed when it comes to domestic abuse. It will also only be carried out on current serving Police officer’s and staff who have been in Gwent Police Force for over 10 years in order to get a more accurate response. 


Research approach:
The respondents will be people who have worked within a domestic abuse team or on police response having come across domestic abuse. To collect this data the respondents will go through a survey. 
In relation to research approach there are two types of research approach, one being qualitative approach and the other being quantitative approach. 

Qualitative Data is when the data can not be numerical and the data can only be approached as description or words, MCLEOD, (2023). 

Quantitative data is numerical data, this data is often used in relation to statistics as it can provide data that is only numerical such as percentages and sizing, Bhandari, (2023).
Both research approaches will be used in this research. 

Sampling Method:
The survey for this study will be limited to Police officer’s who currently work for Gwent Police but there are some limitations. It has already been mentioned that this survey will solely focus on Policing Domestic abuse over the last 10 years however the researcher will have to figure out the target audience and who will fall under it or not. If they fall under the category being focused on then they will take part in an online survey which will take no longer than 15 minutes to complete. The sample size will be for 50 people as this is also achievable. 

Data collection method. 
The primary data will be collected from police officers currently working for Gwent police and this data will be gathered directly from the respondents through a survey. The survey will be online which means it is easily accessible for respondents resulting in a quicker response. 

Data analysis method:
The data analysis of this research will be mostly approached on qualitative manner. It has been mentioned earlier that, the data will be gathered by a survey. As a result the analysis will be qualitative, however there will be also be a quantitative approach with some of the questions in the survey being numerical related. 

Conclusion:
To summarise this research will be conducted on how policing domestic abuse over the last 10 years. The research used will be a combination of Quantitative and Qualitative data but mainly use Quantitative. 
Primary and Secondary data will both be used in the research however Primary data will be the focus as the data will be conducted via a survey where the data will come directly from the source.
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