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This essay will discuss a response to the written statement by the Welsh Government. The purpose of the statement by Huw Lewis is to highlight the importance of Welsh in  second language schools and how the Welsh Government are going to support the teachers and learning strategies to make learners confident Welsh speakers after their time studying the Welsh language. Other articles back up Lewis’ work for example Professor Sioned Davies the author of ‘One Language for all’ and Professor Grahame Donaldson author of ‘Successful Futures’.

Lewis’ article is a report that discusses the importance of the welsh language getting taught in schools by using a different approach that will help the learners engage with the language and want to learn welsh and develop their skills. Lewis will discuss how useful the language skills will be in the world of work and further education. Lewis feels that education is held responsible for a large percent of the Welsh language. Welsh is compulsory in all schools up to the age of 16 this enables all children and young people in wales to have the opportunity to successfully learn welsh. However, pupils aged 16 still don’t have the ability to speak welsh. Lewis refers to the changes Donaldson made to the curriculum and how it will benefit our learners in becoming confident welsh second language speakers. 

The first point that I think is interesting within the article is the results of the learners obtaining high standards in welsh. Pupils are not currently prepared for the “world of work, life and study” (Lewis,2015:p1) To as shown by, “bilinguals are…very marketable and… more multi-skilled.” (Baker and Wright,2017:404) In addition, Donaldson also supports Lewis’ statement as in his report successful futures he thinks that teachers should develop learner’s knowledge and understanding of the welsh culture, history and language. (Donaldson,2015)To a certain extent professor Davies also agrees with Baker and Wright, Donaldson and Lewis’ reports however she also suggests that testing and teaching strategies should be reviewed and changed.(Davies,2013) In Davies’ report she outlines key issues in the current approach suggesting ways to tackle these current issues in the welsh language. In my opinion from previous experiences if welsh is taught badly and the teacher isn’t confident then the pupils will copy the teacher and will have a negative view on learning the language. Pupils will not recognise the importance of the language and the opportunities it can provide. 

Another point that interested me was when Lewis highlights one change in the curriculum would be that traditional subjects would be ordered under “six arears of learning and experience”(Lewis,2015:p2). Donaldson aimed to highlight the “importance of educational experiences” (Donaldson,2015:p38), however the narrowed term ‘Area of Learning’ was changed as he discovered that educational experiences were the “breadth” of the curriculum. The other change in the curriculum was recognised in Lewis’ point on making welsh a “continuum of learning from 3-16” (Lewis,2015:p2) across the new curriculum, indicating the significance welsh will have in the new curriculum. I think making welsh a continuum of learning is a very good idea and pupils will develop their welsh skills throughout their education. Throughout school pupils will get to recap over previous knowledge but will constantly be learning new words and phrases. By making welsh a continuum of learning pupils will also have the opportunity to use welsh day to day and become confident individuals. Due to pupils not having welsh as a subject that wasn’t appreciated and delivered in an enthusiastic way Donaldson has taken a new approach for the learners to engage with the language and the value it has. Donaldson “focus’ on its commercial value” (Donaldson,2015:p115). This makes the pupils aware of how welsh can help them in the future and prepare them for the competitive world of work highlighting the ability of speaking welsh is a key skill potential employers look for. 
(say about praise).

The next point to be discussed is Cwricwlwn Cymreig within the six arears of learning. Lewis states that “the six arears of learning and experience should include, where appropriate…Welsh dimension” (Lewis,2015,p2) The Cwricwlwm Cymreig educates learners and lets them celebrate the “distinctive quality of living and learning in Wales” (Developing the curriculum Cymreig,2003:p2) throughout the six areas of learning.  By the children understanding the importance of the language and understanding how far the language has come will change the pupil’s opinion on learning about their country and communicating in welsh. “More and more communication occurs electronically” (Andrews AM,2012:p37). The welsh language is currently keeping up to date with modern technology however the learners don’t relish and change their settings to welsh on their devices and social media. However, in my opinion if pupils in schools had their settings set to welsh it would encourage them to change the language settings on their own devices. As they will be setting a good example to the children and celebrate the significant of the language. Lewis also states, “there will be a renewed focus on welsh…particularly oral communication and understanding.” (Lewis,2015:p2) Communicating in welsh throughout school will help the learners gain confidence. From studying welsh, I have experienced first-hand the lack of confidence to speak welsh to others as I did not experience communicating with a range of different people during school life. Professor Davies (2013) states in the report ‘One Language for All’ that communication between schools is compulsory, this will provide many opportunities for learners to communicate in welsh with variety of other welsh learners. By local schools communicating with each other it will provide the children with many worthwhile experiences for example they could write to other schools to gain experience in writing letters or emails in welsh and work on their organisation and planning skills.  

Finally, Lewis states that with the development of the new curriculum it will “raise the bar of teaching and learning of welsh in schools”(Lewis,2015:p3). I think that by the teachers not having the skill level to educate their pupils a higher level of welsh they will need further training to develop their welsh skills, so they can share their knowledge to their pupils confidently. In Lewis’ report he addresses this point and says we are going to need equip our un equipped teaching profession with “better skills”.(Lewis,2015:p3).  Davies also agrees with Lewis’ statement and in her document,  she also states that it will be a “necessary… to inform them of the new requirements.” (Davies,2013:p29). This will give the teachers time to prepare once they know what is expected of them, so they can start developing their skills, weather that be by attending a local welsh class for adults or applying for a welsh course. There is also a training programme called the sabbatical scheme that will train teachers to become more comfortable and confident in teaching welsh. The teacher needs to be enthusiastic and encouraging so the pupils will engage with them and enjoy learning welsh. Estyn looks for “opportunities for pupils to develop their Welsh language skills in formal and informal situations.”(Estyn,2017:p7)

To conclude I have discovered that Lewis’ reports discusses many interesting and valid points. I agree with Lewis’ report and that education contributes massively to the population of Welsh speakers. From further reading I also agree with Daives’ ideas to tackle the problems within the teaching of the Welsh Language. I support the Cwricwlwm Cymreig as I believe it will encourage the learners to find their identity and become proud of their culture.
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