This assignment will look at the statement “The Police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system” and will discuss the extent to which it is correct by analysing roles such as Stop and Search, arrest, Treatment of suspects whilst also considering their importance in comparison to other services within the Criminal Justice system such as the court system and the prison and probation service. This assignment will also look at reform suggestions and how they may affect the significance of the police force. 
[bookmark: _Int_PWL1zpSe][bookmark: _Int_qcUETvg8]Much of the police’s power comes from the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), in which it states what powers police personnel have and how and when these powers should be used. This act was first introduced as a result of a decline in support and confidence towards the police force from the public. According to Leroy Logan (2020), reported by Gregory Robinson, one of the main reasons that the public was losing confidence in the police force was due to the fact that they did not believe the police were there to protect and serve them but rather made people feel unsafe when policing in a ‘militaristic’ way especially towards minority groups within the community. In addition to this, a method of reform that may be suggested is for the police force to engage in activities that may help to restore trust in the force and improve community relations.
One of the main roles of the police is the preservation of peace and the most common method used to achieve this peace is to arrest members of the public who are suspected of committing or who have committed a crime. The power of arrest can be found under section 24 of PACE (1984) in which it states that a constable is able to arrest an individual without a warrant if there is reasonable suspicion that the individual is about to commit, is committing or has committed a crime. This is an essential part of the criminal justice system as it is the entry point into the justice system, and it would be impossible to convict someone of a crime if they were not first arrested. This clearly shows that the police do play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system. 
Another one of the main powers that the police has is the power of stop and search, stop and search is seen to be a very crucial power for the police to hold as when it is used correctly it can enable the police to detect crimes that are about to happen or have happened and to also prevent offending by the means of confiscation. Although stop and search can be a critical method of preventing crime, it can also be viewed as discriminatory and damaging to public relations if used incorrectly. An example of this is reported by Andre Rhoden-Paul (2022) who states that Black People were seven times more likely to be stopped and searched than white people in the year ending March 2021. This statement can be backed up by statistics produced by Home Office (2023) which also states that black people are more likely to be stopped and searched by police than white people. When stop and search is used incorrectly, it causes the public to gain distrust in the police making their job less significant. Therefore, the use of stop and search shows that the police do play an active role within the justice system but if used incorrectly can show that the police’s role is not as significant. Over many years, there has been many calls for abolition of the stop and search power al together, however one way that the power could be reformed is by re-evaluating what the term ‘reasonable grounds’ means. For example, when it comes to the crime of drug possession, does the smell of cannabis amount to a reason to stop and search an individual. By re-evaluating this, it may also help in restoring trust of the police within the community.
[bookmark: _Int_BhzqOJmN][bookmark: _Int_qeBn6i8B]Furthermore, one of the police’s key responsibilities is the treatment of suspects, this responsibility is found within Code C of PACE which contains the “requirements for the detention, treatment and questioning of suspects not related to terrorism”. There are extremely strict rules surrounding how a suspect should be treated whilst in police custody that directly align with the European Convention of Human Rights 1950 (ECHR). These rules are in place in order to keep members of the public safe and to ensure that everything is done correctly without limiting anyone of their rights as a human. As a suspect moves through the English and Welsh Justice system, the treatment they have received becomes more vital as if an individual is treated badly whilst in custody then any confession or evidence used at the point of poor treatment may be invalidated and thrown out. This clearly shows that the way that the police treat a suspect is essential throughout the justice system which in turn suggests that the police force do play a significant role. 
[bookmark: _Int_AVX25VJE][bookmark: _Int_mTIiMseK]On the other hand, some people may argue that the police are indeed significant but are not as significant as some of the other roles within the English and Welsh Justice system. An example of this would be the courts, whose job it is to make the final decision on any case brought through them whilst taking into consideration the law, the background and history of the offender as well as how best to rehabilitate the offender. This is a long and difficult part of the justice system which is critical for the system to function. It may also be argued that the courts are of a higher importance than the police force due to the fact that the courts are able to adapt laws using case law and judicial precedent which consequently makes the job of the police to be of lesser significance. Although, it can be said that the police force also has a duty within the courts system itself as an arresting officer may have to appear in court as a witness which could possibly suggest a higher significance of the police force. 
[bookmark: _Int_UGa22lDV][bookmark: _Int_upwZ8kyd]Another sector of the English and Welsh Criminal Justice system is the prison and probation services whose job it is to rehabilitate and reform offenders to attempt to direct their lifestyle towards a more uplifting and law-abiding route. This is done via rehabilitation techniques such as providing job opportunities and education to offenders who want help and by giving them a path to follow once they leave prison. It is also the prison services job to reduce crime via incapacitation and deterrence as seeing someone get a prison sentence for committing a crime may deter a possible offender from committing the same crime. The prison service works to deter crime from happening in the future but also works as a punishment for offenders who have committed a crime in the past. Although, having a form of punishment as commonly used as imprisonment is incredibly essential within the criminal justice system, the prison service is not viewed to be as significant as other sectors of the criminal justice system due to the fact that imprisonment is not the only form of punishment available as other forms of punishment such as electronic tagging and community service can be used for smaller, petty crimes.
In conclusion, this essay looks at the roles and responsibilities that the police take on such as arrest, stop and search and the lawful treatment of suspects compared with those of other sectors within the criminal justice system being the court system and the prison and probation services to find that the police do play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system.
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