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Participant Information Sheet 

Researchers/Contact Details:
Dr Catherine Morgan: c.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk 
Dr Julia Holloway: j.holloway@uwtsd.ac.uk
Dr Jingjing Ruan: j.ruan@uwtsd.ac.uk

Research Title
A qualitative inquiry exploring the experiences of Chinese international students on a Professional Doctorate programme in a university in Wales. 
Introduction
Over the past two decades, the total enrolments in UK higher education (HE) from China, Hong Kong, Japan and other East Asian countries have risen from fewer than 100,000 in 2002/03 to a record high of more than 228,000 in 2021/22 (British Council, 2023). Chinese students, in particular, are the largest and fastest-growing body of international students (Heng, 2017) evidenced in international literature and our current context in Wales (StatsWales, 2024). 
However, there is a paucity of research exploring the experiences of students undertaking a Professional Doctorate in Wales, and particularly in relation to international students. As a new cohort of students begin their studies, this is an opportune moment to evaluate and reflect upon the students’ experiences and consider any valuable ‘lessons to be learnt’. 
The outcome of the research will support the Professional Doctorate (EdD) staff team in strengthening and developing its processes of recruitment, induction and programme design and, consequently, to improve the experiences of international doctoral students. The research team also seeks to contribute to the academic field through identifying enablers and barriers to international doctoral students in their transition to the EdD programme at UWTSD.  


Participation
We would like to invite you to participate in this research project aimed at exploring the experiences of international Chinese students on a Professional Doctorate programme in a university in Wales.
Before you decide if you would like to take part, it is important for you to understand the nature of the study and what your involvement would entail. Please take time to read the following information carefully. If you need clarification or further information, please contact a member of the research team (listed above). 
Thank you for taking time to read this information sheet.

What is the aim of the research?
The aim of this research is to strengthen our understanding of how Chinese international doctoral students experience their first year on a EdD programme in a university in Wales. 
Following the identification of enablers and barriers experienced by Chinese international students, the EdD staff team will be able to enhance its provision, both prior to commencement and during the doctoral programme. 

What am I being asked to do?
As a participant, you will be asked to:
· Take part in two interviews, each lasting no longer than one hour. One interview will be scheduled for the beginning of the academic year, with a second interview taking place during the summer term. During each interview, you will be asked about your experiences as a Professional Doctorate student, both prior to and during the programme;
· These interviews will take place in person on the university campus and be audio recorded for the purpose of transcription and analysis;
· Interviews will be conducted in English by Dr. Catherine Morgan or Dr. Julia Holloway.

Why have I been invited to take part?
You are an international student studying on the Professional Doctorate programme at UWTSD. 
Do I have to take part?
Participation in this project is voluntary therefore you do not have to take part. If you choose to take part, you will be asked to complete and sign a Participant Consent Form (found at the end of this document) prior to your involvement in the study. You have a right to withdraw from the study at any time.
What are the benefits of taking part?
We hope that this will be a valuable opportunity for you to share your experiences of the Professional Doctorate programme which will inform us in shaping our provision for current and future cohorts of international students.
What will happen to your information? 
All data will be fully anonymised so that you cannot be identified. The data will be handled and analysed by the research team and will only be used to explore the research questions. The data will be held securely according to GDPR requirements until the completion of the project. 
Where will the results of the study be published?

A summary of findings will be shared with participants at the end of the study. Results of the study will also be shared with the wider university through the university’s Doctoral College community, and through conference presentations and academic publications. 

Who has ethically approved this research? 

The project has been reviewed and approved by the Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Any comments, questions or complaints about the ethical conduct of this study can be addressed to the Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David at: pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk.

What will happen next?

If you consent, a member of the research team will contact you to arrange a mutually agreeable time for your interview.

What if I have more questions or do not understand something?

If you have any questions about the study, please feel free to contact a member of the research team (listed above).

____________________End of Participant Information Sheet____________________

Consent Form
 
Title of Project: A qualitative inquiry exploring the experiences of international Chinese students on a Professional Doctorate programme in a university in Wales. 
 	Name of Researchers: 
Dr Catherine Morgan 
Dr Julia Holloway
Dr Jingjing Ruan 
 
Please tick as appropriate:
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I confirm that I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet for the above study and have had the opportunity to ask questions.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.
  
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I consent to participating in a recorded interview.

I understand that:
  
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	The data will be treated as confidential and kept in secure storage at all times.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	The data will be retained in secure storage for the duration of the project.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	The data may be used in future publications, both print and online.
 
I agree to take part in this research study.			☐
   
Name of Participant:  ……………….........................................................................................…………  

Signature:   …………………………........................................................................................………………
 
Date: …………………………………… 

参与者信息表
研究人员/联系方式：
Dr Catherine Morgan: c.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk 
Dr Julia Holloway: j.holloway@uwtsd.ac.uk
Dr Jingjing Ruan: j.ruan@uwtsd.ac.uk

研究题目：
基于威尔士某大学专业博士项目中国留学生就读体验的质性探究

简介
在过去的二十多年里，来自中国、中国香港、日本及其他东亚国家的留学生在英国高等教育中的总注册人数，从2002/03学年的不足10万人，增加到了2021/22学年的超过22.8万人（British Council, 2023）。其中，中国学生尤其成为国际学生群体中规模最大、增长最快的群体（Heng，2017），这一趋势在国际文献及威尔士语境中均得到证实（StatsWales，2024）。然而，关于在威尔士攻读专业博士学位的学生，尤其是国际留学生的学习经历，相关研究仍然较为稀缺。随着新一批学生开始学业，这是一个评估并反思他们就读体验、汲取宝贵经验教训的良好时机。
本研究的成果将有助于教育专业博士项目团队优化招生、迎新和课程设计的相关流程，从而提升国际博士生的学习体验。本研究团队旨在探究中国博士留学生在威尔士教育专业博士项目中的适应过程中的支持因素和阻碍因素，以此为学术界做贡献。

参与
我们诚邀您参与此项旨在探索中国留学生在威尔士大学攻读专业博士项目体验的研究。
在您决定是否参与之前，请务必了解该研究的性质及您的参与内容。请花时间仔细阅读以下信息。如需进一步澄清或获取更多信息，欢迎联系研究团队成员（联系方式见上文）。
感谢您抽出宝贵时间阅读本信息表。

研究目的是什么？
本研究旨在加深我们对中国留学生在威尔士境内某大学教育专业博士项目第一年就读体验的理解。
通过识别中国留学生经历的支持因素和困难障碍，本团队将能优化未來入学前及课程期间教学服务。

我需要做什么？ 
作为参与者，您将需要： 
· 参加两次访谈：每次访谈时间不超过一小时。第一次访谈将在学年开始时安排，第二次访谈将在夏季学期进行。每次访谈期间，您将被询问作为专业博士生的经历，包括入学前及在课程中的感受。 
· 访谈地点与记录：面对面访谈将在大学校园内进行，并录音以便后续转录和分析。 
· 访谈语言：访谈将由Catherine Morgan博士或Julia Holloway博士用英语进行。

为什么邀请我参与？
您是本校专业博士项目的国际留学生。

我必须参与吗？ 
参与本研究基于自愿原则，因此您并不必须参与。如果选择参与，您需要在参与研究前填写并签署参与研究知情同意书（见文末）。您有权在任何时候退出研究。 

参与的好处是什么？ 
我们希望这将为您提供一个宝贵的机会，分享您在专业博士项目中的学习体验，从而为我们改进目前和未来留学生就读体验提供有价值的信息。


您的信息将如何处理？
所有数据将匿名化处理，以确保您的身份无法被识别。数据将由研究团队处理和分析，且仅用于探索研究问题。数据将根据《通用数据保护条例》要求，安全保存至研究结束。

研究结果将在哪里发布？
研究结果的概要将在研究结束时与参与者分享。研究结果还将通过本大学的博士学院、会议报告以及学术出版物向更广泛的群体传播。

谁批准了本研究的伦理审查？ 

本研究项目已通过威尔士三一圣大卫大学研究伦理委员会的审查和批准。有关本研究伦理的任何意见、问题或投诉，请联系威尔士三一圣大卫大学研究伦理委员会：pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk。 

接下来会发生什么？ 

如果您同意参与研究，本团队成员将联系您、安排双方方便的时间进行访谈。

如果我有更多问题或不理解某些内容怎么办？ 

如果您对研究有任何疑问，请随时联系研究团队成员（详见上文）。



____________________ 参与者信息表结束 ____________________

知情同意书
 
研究题目：基于威尔士某大学专业博士项目中国留学生就读体验的质性探究

研究人员： 
Dr Catherine Morgan 
Dr Julia Holloway
Dr Jingjing Ruan 
 
请根据实际情况勾选： 
是   ☐   否   ☐	我确认已阅读并理解上述研究的参与者信息表，并有机会提问。
 
是   ☐   否   ☐	我理解我的参与是自愿的，并且可以随时退出，无需提供任何理由。
  
是   ☐   否   ☐	我同意参与录音访谈。

我理解：
是   ☐   否   ☐	数据信息将被保密。
 
是   ☐   否   ☐	数据将在研究期间将被安全保存。
 
是   ☐   否   ☐	数据可能用于未来出版，包括印刷和在线出版物。
 

我同意参加此研究。			☐


  
参与者姓名：……………….........................................................................................…………  

签名：…………………………........................................................................................……………
 
日期：………………………………………………………… 
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