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AIM(S)

· To gain a deep theoretical insight into different philosophical and cultural perspectives on outdoor education. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:

· critically appraise a range of theoretical disciplines related to outdoor education practice;

· analyse and assess outdoor education as a site of cultural struggle;

· critically reflect upon the potential for outdoor education to offer a new and challenging vision for learning.

CONTENT

· The historical development of outdoor education from primitive to modern civilizations will be discussed. Particular attention will be paid to the civilization/wilderness dichotomy and the modern, western view of outdoor education.

· Alternative philosophical forms of outdoor education will be identified and connections made to a range of disciplines including cultural studies, critical education, deep ecology, spiritualism and feminist perspectives.

· Outdoor education will be considered as a site of cultural struggle. Different cultural forms of outdoor education will be discussed and the cultural identity of the outdoor practitioner/educator considered. 

· The role and value of outdoor education within formal education will be discussed. Consideration will be given to recent initiatives such as the Foundation Phase Curriculum in Wales and the Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto in England.

· New and challenging conceptions of outdoor education will be examined focusing on a range of post-modernist perspectives including Critical Outdoor Education, Sense of Place, Bildung and Neo-Hanhnian theories.

ASSESSMENT

Coursework




100%

Assignment 1




50%

Essay:

Critically evaluate outdoor education as a site of cultural struggle.  (4500 words)
See SHOE7001 Calendar or Moodle webpage for submission date
Assignment 2




50%

Essay:

Critically evaluate the potential for outdoor education to offer a new and challenging vision for learning. (4500 words)
See SHOE7001 Calendar or Moodle webpage for submission date
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Outward Bound: www.outwardbound-uk.org
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