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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) establishes the framework for professionals when assessing the care and support requirements of children to improve their wellbeing and protection from harm. SSWBA 2104 defines a child as a person who is under the age of 18, and ensures that the child’s best interests and their right to be heard is central to social work practice.

Section 8 of the CA 1989 defines the range of court orders that can be applied for to protect children, ensuring the child’s welfare is paramount. However, Part 3,4 and 6 of the SSWBA 2014 replaced part 3 of the Act, incorporating assessment and meeting the needs for care and support of children. Consent is required from parents under the SSWBA 2014 unless the child is believed to be at risk of significant harm.

The Children Act 2004 (CA 2004) amends the CA’89 following the death of Victoria Climbie in 2001 and Lord Laming’s (2003) report which highlighted failings amongst professionals and agencies relating to sharing information and performance of procedures (HM Government, 2010).
Sections of the CA 2004 have been replaced by SSWBA 2104 and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, which included the development of local safeguarding boards for children in Wales (NSPCC, 2024).

Section 47 is a child protection investigation under the CA 1989, conducted by social services having reasonable grounds that a child is likely or has suffered significant harm.

A child at risk is defined ‘as a child who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; or has needs for care and support whether or not the authority is meeting those needs’ (SSWBA,2014). Significant harm is defined in Section 31 of the CA (1989) as the ill treatment or the impairment of health or development which includes physical, sexual, emotional abuse and neglect. 

A referral under S47 doesn’t require consent if it’s believed the child would be put at risk of harm. If it’s believed a child is at risk, they an emergency protection order (EPO) under Section 44 of the Act can be applied for, which allows removal of a child from their parents. Where a child is in imminent danger then S46 of the CA 1989 police powers of protection can be used to remove the child (CYSUR, 2021).

A case conference is held where professionals share information and develop a care and support plan if a child is deemed at risk of harm. If a child’s name is placed on the Child Protection Register, this will initiate statutory visits to ensure the child’s safety, until the risk of significant harm no longer exists.

In 2011 the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 was embedded in Welsh law, with the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 placing a duty on Ministers to have a due regard to the UNCRC.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) specify the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure children are safeguarded from the risk of neglect and abuse. Their procedures assist practitioners when applying legislation and statutory guidance.

The Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 prevents the smacking of children in Wales, giving children the same legal protection from assault as adults

Word count – 550 words







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are significant differences between safeguarding is adults and children’s work within Wales. One of the main differences is the Adults right to self-determination. Although Social Services and Wellbeing ( Wales) Act ( SSWBA) 2014 and the Code of Professional Practice Care Wales (2017) encourages the participation of all in their care planning and decision making, under the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 2005, adults who are deemed to have capacity have the right to self-determination to make their own decisions about their life, even if their decisions are unwise.

If an adult lacks capacity, consent is not required under the MCA (2005) , therefore the local authority or an appointed individual are able to make decisions in the adult’s best interests.

However, children do not, but the Children Act (CA) 1989 positions a duty on professionals to ascertain and take into consideration the child’s (anyone under the age of 18) views and wishes but when safeguarding children is concerned, decisions can be made without their consent in their best interest, as their welfare is paramount.

This brings attention to the fact the MCA 2005 applies to individuals over 16 and the definition of a child is anyone under the age of 18( CA 1989).

For children and young people under the age of 16 Gillick competence (1986) (NSPCC, 2022) is used to determine a child’s level of understanding, assessing their capability to weigh up information before making their decisions in a wider context.

Welsh legislation is underpinned by the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of Children 1989 for children and the European Convention on Human Rights for individuals.

S126 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 gives the definition of an adult who is at risk of harm, and further explanation of this definition is provided in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.  However, within legislation relating to children the term ‘significant harm’ is used but no definition is leaving this open to interpretation and professional judgement.

"Duty to Ask and Act" under the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 places a duty on local authorities and relevant partners to identify those experiencing or at risk of domestic abuse. The authorities are to provide those individuals at risk with access to appropriate support and resources. And for children, the response involves assessing care needs and ensuring safe care.


Word count :- 394 words
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