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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Adult safeguarding is largely underpinned by Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). Section 126 of the SSWBA 2014 refers to an ‘adult at risk’ as an adult who is: 
“(a)is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, 
(b)has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and 
(c)as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it” (SSWBA 2014, Section 126 (1)) 
  
‘At risk’ means that actual abuse does not need to have occurred, but enables early intervention and prevention to safeguard adults, a key principle within the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) 2014 (SSWBA, 2014).  Additionally, the SSWBA 2014 and Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, abolished the previously used term ‘vulnerable adults’ (Welsh Government, 2010) for ‘adult at risk’ as this refers to the adults circumstances, rather than their characteristic.  
  
Duties within the SSWBA 2014, include adopting a person-centred approach and respecting the views and rights of individuals. The SSWBA 2014 states that when exercising functions under the act, there must be due regards to the United Nations Principles of Older Persons (1991). Part 7 of the SSWBA 2014 incorporates rights included in the European Convention of Human Rights which is given effect by the Human Rights Act (1998); further legislation that promotes the rights of adults also includes the Mental Capacity Act (2005). There is additional legislation recognised in Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019 designed to protect adults from more recently recognised forms of abuse such as Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 and the Modern Slavery Act 2015. 
  
It is emphasised that ‘Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility’ (Welsh Government, 2017). If there is concern that an adult is experiencing or at risk of harm this must be reported to the Local Authority by relevant partners as outlined in Section 128 of the SSWBA 2014.  
He Local Authority have a duty to;  
 
“(a)make (or cause to be made) whatever enquiries it thinks necessary to enable it to decide whether any action should be taken (whether under this Act or otherwise) and, if so, what and by whom, and 
(b)decide whether any such action should be taken” (SSWBA 2014, S.126 (2)) 


Good practice states that enquiries should be completed within seven working days of receiving the referral and where this is not possible, the reasons must be documented (Welsh Government, 2016). If such enquiries are impeded, an Adult Protection and Support Orders enables an authorised officer to fulfil this duty. Furthermore, S.134 of the SSWBA 2014, requires that regional Safeguarding Adult Boards are in place, with functions that include ensuring the effective coordination of services and good practice for adults who may be at risk of harm. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Children and adults have differing needs and vulnerabilities, as such distinct approaches and consideration to the situation is required.  

The key difference is that adults are presumed to have capacity and autonomy to make their own decisions, unless they are deemed not to have capacity for some reason such as poor mental health or a learning disability. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005) states that; 

“A person is not to be treated as unable to make a decision merely because he makes an unwise decision”. 

Therefore, safeguarding adults often involves balancing their right to make choices with the need to protect them from harm. This requires careful assessment of their mental capacity and ensuring that interventions are the least restrictive option. Safeguarding adults primarily focusses on protecting individuals who are at risk of abuse or neglect due to their care and support needs. The SSWBA underpins the importance of a centered person approach and respecting the rights of individuals. The Codes of Professional Practice embed this principle and ensure that the individual has a voice and can work with individuals to decide their care needs. If an adult is deemed capacitous, they are not obliged to accept the care and support being offered to them. Any care and support must be consented to.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]  
In contrast, The Children Act 1989 and subsequent legislation emphasise that the childs welfare is the priority and any care and support must be done in the child's best interests. This is the guiding principle of children's safeguarding legislation.  

As with adult safeguarding, the voice of the child plays a central role in assessment and decision making, understanding the child’s lived experience is key. Children are generally considered more vulnerable due to their dependency on caregivers, age and developmental stage. When assessing the risk in children’s safeguarding the practitioner must consider the impact of the abuse or neglect now and in the future as childhood trauma impacts later adult life. Children will be assessed for Gillick competence, on weather they are able to fully understand and make a decision about their own lives. However, the decision will need to be in their best interests and they do not have the autonomy that adults do to make unwise decisions if it means putting themselves at harm and action is likely to be taken by Social Services. Safeguarding children involves more proactive measures, such as early intervention and family support to prevent the current harm and minimise the impact on the child's future. Child Protection Social Workers work to a statutory framework of protection, set in legislature to provide services that protect children and support families, whilst for adults safeguarding primarily focuses on responding to specific concerns that put an individual at risk of neglect or abuse and ensuring support is coordinated on a multi-agency level.  

To conclude; safeguarding children and adults aims to protect the vulnerable individuals from actual or risk of neglect or abuse, the approaches differ due to the differences in their vulnerabilities, needs, consent and legal frameworks.  
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