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INTRODUCTION

In this report we will look at virtual learning and how we can collect data. Virtual learning are defined as computer based environments that are actively using open systems allowing interaction with other participants thus delivering a huge data base (Wilson 1996)
The idea of knowledge building (Scardamilla &Beriter 1994) is related to the fact that it is constructivism assuming that learners gain knowledge by showing their perceptual knowledge prior to what they have understood.
Virtual learning (VLE) are profoundingly growing in education in this present time and are effectively used to deliver study material and assist the progress of communication within a module. The core training requirements in universities lies in VLE. Distant education has been made possible through online education. (Peffers and Bloom 1999)
Higher education has been influenced by the progress of information in technology. The core training required in universities and other institutes involve e-learning processes. Virtual learning Has grown over the past few years with many students opting to learn from home. Most study material is readily available online and there is a wide selection of options one can choose to study that is relevant to their studies. 
Some students have had no other option but to do VLE because of the current situation that we are in. Many have had to familiarise themselves with the world of VLE with little or no knowledge with this mode of learning.  Like myself and my peers we through no choice of our own had to adapt to VLE as for most of us we were not familiar with this mode of learning. 
We had joined university with the knowledge that we would be taught in class by a lecturer.  
Primary data and secondary data are similar in what they stand for only difference is that primary data is collected by the researcher themselves directly from the main sources while secondary data is the data that has already been collected through primary sources and made available for research should any researchers which to access it.
You shall see from the questions that were asked and the answers that were given from my fellow classmates on what they thought of VLE.









Main body
VLE has been the central system supporting learning by enhancing predefined formats and learning objectives. VLE can enhance ones learning as they are learning in the comfort of ones home they can reflect, relate and collaborate.
There are three important types of virtual communication tools which are used consistently they are; 
Asynchoronous tools which allows people to communicate when it is convenient for them to do so. They can post a message that is held by the system.(Lewis D 2004) This message is read when other participants  come online. Asynchoronous communications take place over a period of time rather than at an exact time. Examples of asynchoronous tools that are used a lot are e-mail, mailing lists, bulletin boards. Asynchronous online learning are suited for students with busy life styles which can affect their studing.
Synchronous tools is the second commonly used tools on a VLE platform this allows participants to communicate with each other when they log in at the same time. It is immediate and they are live to communicate with one another. The students who are enrolled and the instructor can interact online simultaneous. Students can take part in a course from any distance in actual real time.
Hybrid courses which are also known as blended courses allows in person and online communication. It is common for people to meet in person and also have online interaction.
Online learning is by far the most effective choice for students and it is also far better for the environment. The open university found that online courses equate to an average of 90% less energy and 85% fewer C02 emissions for each student than in a in class teaching format. (www.dexway.com) 
Learning can be a constructive and social process that works best ultimately when there is interaction with one another. (Vygotzky 1978 
Virtual learning is a learning experience that is enhanced through utilizing computers or the internet both outside and inside the facilities of a educational organization. People are mostly told or ordered through a place typically online. (www.vedomo.com) 
The number of students entering higher education increasing all around the world as people seek to gain new skills and qualifications.  VLE is by far the most convinent way of learning for a particular group of students for example undergraduates who have other priorities like jobs and family to look after. (Weller M 2007)
Technology is a complicated construction which have a place of knowledge as well as a act of structure (Franklin 1990)
I conducted a questionnaire for my fellow students on VLE about their own experiences in regards to that. Overall in the 15 people who completed my questionnaire they said they was not happy with doing virtual learning that they preferred online learning.


Here you can see out of the 15 people that were asked whether they preferred in VLE or in class learning mostly people preferred 

Virtual learning has taken over as a vital mode of learning. Participants are learning and communicating with their fellow class mates and teachers through virtual learning environments (VLE) these are based on new tools and multimedia. B M Arias (2003) 
[image: ]As I have stated I made a primary data collection of a questionnaire asking my fellow students about their experience with virtual learning. 
My questions that were asked of them were as follows
How old are you?  Many of my fellow classmates were quite similar in age groups most fell in to 30 and over.
Where are you from? This was in turn very similar answers as most were from the same town.
Do you feel you can contact staff should you need to? Most answered no.
Are you male or female? This showed that there were mostly females.
Do you do virtual learning? All answered yes.
Do you find it easy to use computer technology? Here are my results.
Do you find virtual learning visually appealing? Mostly answered no.
How long do you spend doing online learning? On average people spent 5-6 hours of VLE per week.
Do you prefer to do virtual learning or inclass learning? People preferred inclass learning.
Information is much easily Absorbed with virtual learning? People answered no.
Would you recommend virtual learning? Mostly students answered no they would not. 
Do you enjoy virtual learning? Again mostly no answers.
Would you consider doing online courses in the future? There were some that said maybe.
Are you studying from overseas? There were yes answers as some of my fellow students are from abroad. These were the questions that were asked. 
From my data I could see that overall people much preferred in class teaching. People felt that they could not interact with the teacher should they need help. 


On average out of the 15 people that completed my questionnaire     12 said that they spent 5-6 hours a  week  doing virtual learning. 
Here you can see that  87% felt that they could not contact staff for support should they need it.  And 13% said yes that they could contact staff for help. I found an overall response which was not very positive towards VLE.  I feel this was because we as students did not initially choose to do VLE as we were being taught in class by a lecturer. But due to unforeseen circumstances we had  to adapt to a new way of learning via VLE. 
It is not the same as being taught in class as the teacher is present in front of you. Even though virtual learning is very convenient it all depends on the student.   Here you can see that out of 15 students who submitted my questionnaire only 2 people felt that they could contact staff for help and support when they needed it. Pie charts are a very clear on showing data as you can see on the proportion of each group at a glance. It is a 360 circle. 
The type of graph is very clear as you can see your data from afar. Data collection is the process of bringing together different information that has been analysed and measured in a system. One can observe the data or the measurements and research are which are then processed. Qualitative methods such as surveys are used on a wide scale as data is instant. Qualitative data collection looks at several factor to provide an in depth answer of understanding raw data. This method sets about understanding thoughts and feelings of research participants. (www.jotforms.com)


CONCLUSION

I can conclude that the collection of raw data is paramount when trying to establish an understanding of any given topic. The sushi principle says that raw data is by far better than data that has been cooked (that was taken some while ago) because it keeps your data fresh and new also fast, secure, and easily comprehendible. One of the important reasons for collecting data is that having data provides you with an in depth understanding of your market. Collection of data improves customer database, people who are consumers of your establishment improves marketing strategies. It allows for greater personalization and you understand your responsibilities.
My data was raw data which I found very useful as I got my answers straight away as how each person was feeling on VLE. Primary data is collected for a specific reason, study purpose or ones own private research. It can be collected through the means of a survey or a questionnaire. Srivastava T.N (2008)
I see that collecting data is a must for every individual when they want to know what others are thinking primary data is mostly recommended  as it is specific to the needs of the researcher who would need to go out and get the information they require by asking or observing. Secondary data is public information that has been collected by others.
Regardless of which type of data one chooses to use and how they are collected. Collection of data are very important for any type of research because it acts as proof  or an evidence of your valuable research and reports from that given data.
My report has shown different ways you can analyse data through different bars and charts.
I have learnt that in future in my desired employment I should conclude some form of a questionnaire when I need immediate answers to any questions that I feel need answering. I would try and consider primary data because of its raw nature.
I have learnt that there are different data collection methods which are Interviews, Questionnaires and surveys, observations, documents and records, focus groups and oral histories. Jotforms.com
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DO YOU FIND IT EASY TO USE COMPUTER TECH? 

yes	no	9	6	

Would you recommend virtual learning?


yes	no	2	13	

Do you enjoy learning online?


yes	no	7	8	

How long do you spend on vle?


1-2 hours	3-4 hours	5-6 hours	other	0	3	12	0	

Do you feel you can contact staff when you need support?


yes	no	2	13	
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