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Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction

The curriculum in Wales has taken a significant change within the last few years, but improving education in Wales is the main aim for the Welsh Government. The curriculum for Wales aims for schools to develop their own curriculum to allow all children and learners to achieve and develop towards the four purposes. (Curriculum for Wales, 2023) The four purposes have a main focus throughout a child’s school experience, and it is essential for children to be aware of and understand the outcome and experience of what they are learning. The curriculum is designed to help children develop in preparation for their future, it works with all teachers, children and parents. (Curriculum Framework, 2020) Whilst technology and the society today are changing it is important that young people are well supported and the new curriculum in Wales allows the educational experience of children and learners in Wales to be positive and understanding. (GOV.WALES, n.d.) Within the new curriculum there are six areas of learning which encourage holistic development and cross-curricular activities.

Foundation stage learning is child centred play for experiential, social learning, and choice. Experiential learning is the process of reputation and reflection. (Experiential Learning.org, n.d.) Play is an essential experience for all children, it is a human right for children to play and it allows children to develop new experiences and skills. Children’s development is challenged and enhanced through play, they learn what is socially acceptable and they become self-aware. (hwb.gov.wales, 2023) Play allows children to explore different curiosities they may have. They have the opportunity to explore different interests and learn for themselves whilst aiming to reach their full potential. (Quantrell, 2022) Allowing children to learn through play within the foundation stage provides support for them to develop holistically. (ccea.org.uk, n.d.) Holistic development is known as the different areas of development for a child, in the foundation phase it allows children to develop through play. Children are all unique and develop at different rates. All areas of development allow children to grow and ensure they reach their full potential. (Mcilroy, 2021) 

Effective learning allows children to interact with each other and learn from one another, it encourages problem solving and independence which allows children to develop their own voice and opinion. There are three characteristics of teaching; active learning, play and exploring and creativity and critical thinking. Active learning allows children to explore and encounter difficulties to figure how they can continue the activity. Play and exploring allows children to investigate and experience new things so that they can experience different things for themselves. Creativity and critical thinking allow children to develop their own ideas and compare between ideas and activities, they are able to develop several strategies for the same outcome. (earlyyears.buckscc.gov.uk, n.d.)

Pedagogy refers to teaching and learning and it is the art of teaching. (UCL, 2020) Pedagogy is the method of teaching and it allows teachers to use their own pedagogical approaches in their classrooms to see to the needs of individual pupils. There are four pedagogical strategies which are broken down from the different pedagogical approaches, behaviourism, constructivism, social constructivism and liberationist. (TES, 2018) Pedagogies are important to display for children as they create a further trusting relationship between the teacher and the learner. It is the role of the teacher within the pedagogical principles to create a healthy, engaging and encouraging learning environment for the learner. (McPheat, 2020) The main achievement for teachers is for children to develop deeper learning and investigate and research the preferred learning style for each individual. (Persaud, 2019)

“Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.” (Donaldson 2015:68)
	
I interpret this pedagogical principle as the most successful teaching and learning is best succeeded by using a range of strategies and approaches throughout the classroom including, group work, individual tasks, pair work, direct teaching, pupil-led learning and incorporating and allowing the processes of the several learning approaches for children. 

	All teachers have a different method of teaching, and all children respond differently. If teachers are able to assess and provide to the needs and different abilities of the children, then the children will respond positively. (Learning Journals, 2021) Within the foundation stage there is a balance of both teacher-led and child-initiated learning. Teachers have clear expectations throughout their teaching, and they are aware of the skills required for a set task, however the children are in need of developing and learning how to apply and use the correct skills. Children are able to take the lead and make free choices when the learning is child-initiated, they don’t have a plan and it gives teachers an opportunity to respond to the children’s ideas. (Quantrell, 2022)

	Allowing children to be taught actively and create individual choices motivates them. Children will think critically and create their own ideas. Active learning allows them to learn how to work individually, in small groups, pairs or even with the class as a whole. Children can share their ideas, thoughts, and opinions with one another allowing them to create further query and thinking. Children are able to observe and discuss ideas and they begin to understand what they are learning which is most important for the children. (Burnage, 2021)

	There are several different learning approaches in education to achieve the process, the humanistic approach, the behaviourist approach, the constructivist approach, the cognitive information theory, the interactive approach, the integrated approach, and the banking approach. The humanistic approach is child-centred, and it encourages the children to educate themselves and observe the behaviour of other children. (educationsummary.com, n.d.) The behaviourist approach is the behaviour learned through a set environment. A number of theories have been formed regarding psychologist behaviourist views and natural science. Skinner, a theorist best known for developing the theory of behaviourism, states that “learning is an active process”. He completed an experiment involving both a dog and a baby and he found that both humans and animals react similarly depending on the environment, when the outcomes are positive the behaviour is repeated. (Mcleod, 2022) The constructivist approach allows children to develop their own meanings based on past experiences and new knowledge. (educationsummary.com, n.d.) A constructivist approach in the classroom allows the teacher to provide the children with feedback to encourage growth and progress. (Kurt, 2021) Vygotsky, a well know theorist of constructivism, believed that language is an essential role in learning and communication, but he also believed that a number of different things including the settings, cultures and the environment have an important role in the construction of knowledge. (StudySmarter US, n.d.) The cognitive information processing theory is a cognitive theory whereby a computer process is a metaphor of the human brain. Several theorists and American psychologists understood how the theory works and how people focus and use information with their memory. The interactive approach allows the classroom to be an interactive environment where the children have the opportunity and freedom to interact with the different areas within the classroom that isn’t teacher-led. Interactive learning allows children to see things as they really are and strengthen several essential life skills as children learn through realistic approaches. (Hatten, 2016) The integrated approach allows the areas of learning to cross over rather than always only having a focus on one subject at a time, the children can put together several ideas. Integrated learning allows children to take interest in their learning experiences and aid children in the connection of the different subjects. (Peicu, 2019) The banking approach allows children to store new knowledge and information provided by the teacher in the brain. (educationsummary.com, n.d.) This approach means that the teacher is always in control and many teachers find this beneficial for the poorly behaved children. Throughout this approach children have a lack of essential life skills like critical thinking and problem solving. When the children are told something by the teacher there are no opportunities for the children to think critically or think of other ideas.	

“Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.” (Donaldson 2015:68)	

	I interpret this pedagogical principle as meaning the best way for children to engage and find interest in the topic is by allowing them to discuss any previous knowledge and ensure they are provided with the opportunity to experience as many things as possible and aid them in their recall of any knowledge in relation to the topic.

Effective lesson planning ensures that all aspects of a set task are covered. It is important for the children to see the aim of a lesson using the learning objectives. The children should be guided to a certain degree but asking the children about any prior knowledge they may already have will inform the teacher and prepares them for the upcoming lesson. It is important for the children to recall any knowledge they may already have or knowledge from previous lessons so that they can apply it to the task. All tasks should be realistic for life and have meaning for the children’s overall understanding. It is also essential for the teacher to confirm with the children what has been taught throughout the lesson so that the children can succeed. (Listening to Learners -Pedagogical Principles Question Bank, n.d.) Every child holds their knowledge and understanding differently, some children may remember everything, but others may not remember what they did five minutes ago. Active recall is an essential strategy for foundation stage classrooms as the knowledge becomes engraved in the children’s memory. Children also learn from one another, so allowing an opportunity for active recall with other pupils before a task begins encourages the children to learn and understand things from one another. (Rad, 2022)
	
	Prior knowledge is one of the most interesting factors used in primary schools, it allows complex learning and understanding. (Tay, 2018) Children don’t have the same past experiences; some children are fortunate enough to visit numerous places like the beach however some children may live around the corner form the beach but have never visited. All children have different past experiences due to things like culture and poverty, and unfortunately this puts some children at an automatic disadvantage in school. (Huang, 2018) It is the teachers responsibility to ensure that all the children are enriched with the same information. By providing all of the children with the opportunity to visit the beach for example, all of the children are able to build knowledge and experience of the environment before they complete further learning. Further learning could include questioning about what the children think may be on the beach, what animals? What environment? What feeling? Understanding what they think it may be about.  They’re also then able to use their own knowledge and experience and apply it throughout their own work. Using prior knowledge is an essential skill for children as they can demonstrate their understanding and create new ideas from what they already know. (Madgwick, 2021) By giving the children the opportunity to visit the beach before beginning the topic allows them to use their prior knowledge throughout the topic, the children will be provided with the opportunity to use their experiences with other children to develop their understanding and knowledge of the topic. All children should be treated as equally as possible within the classroom, allowing children to begin a topic aware of the contents will set them up for the topic throughout. (early years alliance, 2015) Providing the children with experience for the context the richer their learning will be. (www.estyn.gov.wales, 2018) Building on prior knowledge allows children to think critically and build more complex ideas themselves. Some children may not make connections between different ideas, so it is essential to encourage and scaffold the children so that they can build skills of recall for their previous knowledge and learning to allow them to build those connections. Recall influences children positively and allows them to store that information with other ideas and create new understandings. (MrssTrickey, 2021) 

	The importance of taking account of prior learning… has been shown to be important in teaching and learning subjects such as mathematics and science where misconceptions established at an earlier stage create serious barriers to new learning and need to be tackled. 					
(James & Pollard, 2011:290)

	Experiential learning is no obstruction for any children regardless of their age, background or current situation. They simply learn by doing. Children have the opportunity to develop their own understanding and knowledge of a specific activity and they are able to reflect. Children are encouraged to focus on what is in front of them and what will aim to help them rather than focusing on the outcome. Experiential learning expresses that ideas aren’t fixed allowing the children to focus on their own ideas throughout the process. (Experiential Learning.org, n.d.)

“Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.” (Donaldson 2015:68)
 
	I interpret this pedagogical principle as influencing and encouraging children to use their transferable skills throughout their educational experience and understand the several different links within and across all of the AoLEs. 

Holism allows us to view the mind as a unit and understand that every individual piece plays a role. It is important to look at how all of the pieces work together rather than trying to understand the individual components. Different factors work together to make something whole. (Kendra Cherry, 2019)

All the AoLEs (Areas of Learning and Experience) each have their own ‘What Matter Statements’. They all link with the four purposes from the curriculum and they set out a number of different ideas within the AoLE. (Education Wales, 2020) All schools must use the areas of learning and experience and ensure that the cross-curricular skills are adapted. Cross- curricular learning carries an importance throughout education for children as it provides accurate knowledge and understanding for children to develop their skills for their futures. (Burge, 2011)

Children’s learning will be isolated if teachers don’t link the AoLEs with one another, it is essential for children to use the knowledge from one AoLE and link it with another. The children’s knowledge will widen, and they will be prepared to think critically and make more cross-curricular links in the future education. (Johnson, 2013) Allowing children to understand the different links within the different AoLEs is a fundamental way for them to deepen their knowledge and their understanding of the several concepts within the different AoLEs at once. However, many teachers already have trouble managing all of their current tasks within a set time frame and many teachers find that there is a lack of time for collaboration. Another negative drawback that has been found in cross-curricular learning is the skills for students. A study in England found that the lower ability children were able to understand the concept and could confidently link a number of AoLEs together at once however, many children couldn’t understand the use of different skills throughout the different AoLEs. (Lynch, 2019) There are many links throughout the AoLEs that you wouldn’t even think about. Literacy and numeracy can be widely linked with health and well-being. The physical aspect of health and well-being can focus on outdoor learning and creating a story using physical moves like yoga, walking, running, or jumping to create a written story allowing literacy and communication to also take place. Many skills used in literacy and numeracy for example may linked widely with the science AoLE, but children aren’t aware of the connections between the AoLEs, and this limits their learning and ability to transfer different skills. (Bianchi, Whittaker and Poole, 2021)

	Cross-curricular learning allows children to develop several skills to connect new and thoroughly thought-out ideas to a realistic approach. Cross-curricular learning prepares children for their future further education. Children are encouraged to think outside the box and create new ideas by linking skills from different AoLEs. Cross-curricular learning is more beneficial further in children’s education, therefore by incorporating it into the foundation stage positively prepares them. (Chiangpradit, 2022)

Conclusion

In conclusion I believe that the new curriculum is widely beneficial for all children, teachers, and parents. It allows teachers to build on several teaching approaches throughout the classroom to identify which teaching approach works best for them and their children. Teachers will find more interactive involvement from the children as they gain interest by employing their prior knowledge into the classroom topic. It gives all children in Wales the opportunity to succeed and reach their full potential throughout their educational experience. They are provided with the opportunity to learn new skills and develop their own understanding of the world around them. Children will learn to be independent and free to make their own choices, which allows them to think critically and make positive choices throughout their lives. They will develop the skills to recall knowledge and understand the different links between several different subjects. 
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