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Dependent Origination: On Epistemology



	Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

The goals of this dissertation are to bring insights into the Buddhist epistemology of four different schools from Hinayana to Mahayana.  It is comprehensive that covers a range of aspects on human cognition, and the Buddhist logico-epistemology.  Vasubandhu was first to apply logic on epistemic activities, but a full system of Buddhist logic and epistemology was founded by the Buddhist scholar Dignāga in the fifth century from the Yogacara school.  I believe the epistemological analysis and interpretation of human cognition from the Hinayana schools is invaluable to understand the complex of the Buddhist logico-epistemology.  For this reason, the dissertation explores the different epistemological interpretations of all four schools in two traditions. 
I hope to consolidate approaches taken by four schools of both traditions on their epistemological interpretation to give us a broader and more comprehensive perspectives of Buddhist epistemology. 

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
This dissertation is a study focused on the epistemological aspects of the doctrine of Dependent Origination (Pratiryasamutpāda), the Buddhist doctrine of causation and a key doctrine in all schools of Buddhism.  Buddhist epistemology has been a philosophical analysis of human knowledge since early Buddhism and many works have established the link of dependent origination to the Buddhist theory of knowledge.  However, studies on the actualities that lie behind our cognitive constructs to acquire knowledge and on the nature of epistemic sources were scarcely and sporadically touched upon.  The dissertation will explore on these two areas to bring insight into the development of Buddhist epistemology in four different schools across two traditions of Hinayana and Mahanaya.
The Twelve Link Dependent origination is the doctrine of causality first explained by the Buddha of the coming into existence of human beings with ignorance as the cause and as the force that keep sentient beings in the cycle of different forms of existence.  The Abhidharmaka scholars of the Hinayana tradition undertook the systematisation of the Buddha ‘s teachings and applied the dependent origination theory into the arising of mental phenomena which include the cognitive and psychological experiences. They are interested in the mental actuality of the conscious mind, since the mind is where suffering is perceived. Madhyamika and Yogacara from the Mahayana tradition were more interested in the natures of all phenomena, whether physical or mental.  The Madhyamakas considered Middle Way as dependent origination and as emptiness; the three is one entity.    The Yogacaras developed an eight-consciousnesses system to explain the working of the conscious mind and how reincarnation fits into this system.
Both traditions have different concerns regarding the epistemological analysis of the human mind.  The Abhidharmakas from the Theravāda and Sarvāstivāda schools are realists. they claimed that all things (all dharmas) are intrinsically real, including epistemic instruments and objects. they examined and analyzed the objective actualities of the dharmas behind the cognitive and psychological experiences.  Both Madhyamika and Yogacara schools, on the other hand, are idealists; they refuted the Abhidharmakas’ essentialist view and asserted that all phenomena are dependently originated for their existence on causes and conditions, and they are all unreal and empty of essence (svabhāva), including epistemic instruments and objects.  The Sutras that they based upon had an impact on their epistemological views.  The dissertation will delve into the sutra scriptures and commentaries to understand the influence.
The dissertation covers all two schools in each of both traditions in light to bring a complete and thorough perspective on Buddhist epistemology in terms of dependent origination.  It will bring insight into the Buddhist views on human cognition, on how our senses interact with objects of the external world, and to understand the nature of the cognitive phenomena that gives rise of the psychological experiences.

	Propose thesis questions

The main questions to be answered in this thesis are:

1. What do Abhidharmakas make of the actuality of the cognitive activities and how dependent origination is established in terms of epistemic cause?
2. For Theravada and Sarvastivada schools, what are the cognitive models and processes?
3. What is the Madhyamika school ‘s view on the nature of epistemic phenomena and its sources?
4. What are the Madhyamika school ‘s arguments on the emptiness of all phenomena and the counter arguments from the opponents.
5. How did Yogacara school establish the eight-consciousnesses theory and what are their epistemological interpretations based on this theory?

6. The Major question for all the questions above is ‘What scriptures do these schools based upon that influence their interpretations’?
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