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The aim of this paper is to critically analyse policy responses regarding to the multi-disciplinary nature of health services in relation to children and families bringing up a discussion in terms of the current Safeguarding Children practices. An analysis of the historical emergence of the concept of childhood including the social construction of the family will be carried out and assessed.
This assessment will also go through the concept of Multiagency working identifying high profile cases of child abuse in England critically analysing how the concept of Multiagency were effective in these cases discussing deeper the concepts of diversity, equality and inclusion policies regarding to people living with disabilities in England bringing insights supported in credible research.
A wide range of factors, legislation and policies and its influences in safeguarding practice will be disclosed and discussed, going through possible approaches and interventions that may support vulnerable children, young people and families. To be able to analyse in dept we will go through high profile cases of child abuse in England to understand what theories, policies and practices have been applied to achieve the results and what could have been improved to better the results.
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The problem with child abuse seems to be the focus of much public, political, and professional discussion in England and Wales since its modern (re)emergence as a social concern. There has been a lot of discussion concerning its nature, reasons, magnitude, and appearance, as well as what must be done and how it should be handled. The mission, accountability, and priorities of the multiple health, social, and legal institutions, as well as their inter-relationships, are all essential issues. The basic point of the paper is that in critical areas of decision-making, there has been a significant shift in the relationships and hierarchies of jurisdiction among various agencies and experts. The emphasis has shifted from identifying, curing, and minimizing the "illness" or syndrome to studying, analysing, and evaluating the "facts."
Two latest statutes (the Children Act 1989 and the Criminal Justice Act 1991) can be seen as the culmination of a sequence of conflicting theories in England and Wales from the mid-1970s onwards regarding how we should react to the incidence of child abuse, as well as associated guidance authored by central government (Department of Health, 1991; Home Office with Department of Health, 1992). (Parton & Otway, 1995)
The assessment of information released as part of this research found interventions which have been shown to improve results for vulnerable children in research evaluations. A comprehensive bundle of assistance is nearly always needed when families are dealing with complicated, multi-layered issues. The data supports the effectiveness of parent-centred therapies based on explicit logic frameworks (theories of change) aimed at improving parent–child interactions and lowering child behaviour issues. The elements of this bundle must be selected after a thorough evaluation of the family's requirements, and treatments must be tailored to those demands and the children's ages. 
More whoever, the evidence supports improvements in the following key situations;
· Reduction in child abuse
· Reduction in emotional/harmful abuse
· Reduction in child neglect
· Reduction in children sexual abuse
· Reduction in trauma as a result of maltreatment
· Improvement in Family drug and alcohol abuse reports
· Some improvement but with little evidence improving symptoms of post traumatic stress caused by domestic violence and abuse against parents and children.
 (Molloy, et al., 2017)
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Emergence of childhood and the family construction

Generally, everybody 'recognises' what a child is because everyone has been a child at some point in their lives. "Everyone carries a childhood within them, with all the experiences, information, attitudes, sensory and cognitive mind-sets that entails... Many people yearn for childhood, while others yearn to be free of it.
In this sense, a child and childhood are not abstract concepts. However, as Rogers (2003) points out, this connection is a barrier to understanding what a child is. He goes on to say that for the majority of individuals, a child is merely a matter of size and growth. However, a child and childhood are much more. Many aspects of a child's development and childhood are invisible. Childhood is defined as the period of human life preceding adulthood in all societies around the world. (Norozi & Moen, 2016)
Some words such as, 'sons, varlets, and lads' have been used in the terminology of feudal subjection to describe childhood. Only through abandoning the condition of dependency, or at least the lesser degrees of need, could one leave childhood. (Jenks, et al., 2020) 
While examples of battered children are frighteningly widespread nowadays, it is crucial to remember that since the eighteenth century, a more humanistic mentality has progressively arisen. In passing, it's worth noting that in England, there are groups dedicated to preventing child mistreatment. (deMause, 1995)
Since the family is the major institution for socialising youngsters and helping the elderly, it is frequently the focus. While some cultural conceptions of family are focused on blood, marriage, or legal relationships, "families" are socially defined and can include cohabitation as well as other culturally accepted social bonds like fostering, nurturing, or economic ties.
Age, race/ethnicity, class, culture, and gender all influence family ties, which evolve over time and throughout life. Sociology investigates the social mechanisms, government policies, and cultural settings that influence family life, such as marriage, divorce, single parenthood, and the health and well-being of family members. Sociology also investigates the impact of family ties on individuals and society. (Association, 2020)
Therefore, we may say that the concept of family changed drastically throughout the years being now formed by not only male, female and children but also same sex couples, transgender parents, adoptive parents, foster parents, single parents and more.
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Multi agency working and child abuse

Children and young people are abused when they are subjected to maltreatment in interactions with adults (or older adolescents), which will most likely cause long-term harm to them. 
The distinctive shapes of abuse and disregard frequently happen together in one family and can influence one or more children. These incorporate, in deceasing level of recurrence: disregard; physical abuse and non-accidental damage; passionate abuse; and sexual abuse (Cawson et al, 2000; 2002). Recently, bullying and household viciousness have been included as shapes of abuse of children. (Lazenbatt, 2010)
These is study aim to analyse the progress and obstacles faced in Health and Social Care multi agency system where in several situations where something gone wrong and resulted in child’s death, therefore we will be going through Baby Peter Connelly case that took place in 2007 and present important changes put in place to avoid those circumstances from happening.
· Neglect is most typically noted by LAs who have seen such transformation as the type of situation where they have seen the highest improvement.
· Following widespread disclosure of Baby Peter's story in November 2008, responders to the survey and all those participating in the previous research noted an increase in public and professional interest in, and sensibility to, child safety problems.
It seems to be a broad detrimental impact on morale, with front child protection social workers suffering the most. Legal team in several LAs appears to have been impacted as well.
Long-term staff absences and loss of more trained personnel seems to have worsened existing long-standing issues, with rising tension and heavy workload leading to long-term staff absenteeism and loss of more skilled staff. According to empirical information, child protective social work has become a least appealing professional choice.
The Baby Peter case is regarded as substantial, and it is blamed for a major drop in morale as well as an increase in users and partnership agency disclosure of child protection matters. Furthermore, it is debatable whether it provides a whole justification for the increase in Section 31 applications. (Macleod, et al., 2010)
The research shows challenges that need to be correctly addressed being the main one in majority of the high profile cases the communication, one important case that led to change in the legislation was Victoria Climbie death. There is no consensus on weather this legislation change will lead to improvement in the health and social care practice and more specifically in safeguarding as it according to the research tends to be over complicated to execute which may lead to more confusion and mistakes. Although previous inquiries have taken place requiring changes in training, development, resources and practice improvement it has also been claimed in Lord’s Laiming (2003) inquiry for Vitoria’s Climbie which leads to the conclusion that these changes has not been correctly put in place or could be ineffective generating a huge load of documents and protocols without substantial results in the practice.
Observing if comparable problems have recurred over time is one technique to determine whether practise has improved (see Reder and Duncan, 2004). This can be accomplished by comparing conclusions generated from a variety of meta-analysis studies of all publicly available queries or specific case studies.
Across the 30 years of these studies, very similar concerns have arisen, with the most common practicing areas clustering around: communication (such as record-keeping, interagency coordination, and sharing of information); assessments (e.g. levels of staffing, availability of supervision); and policies and procedures (e.g. integration of information, recognition of warning signs). This includes compliance with them as well as their interpretation (e.g., the way they were interpreted). (Reder & Duncan, 2004)
Prove to this enquiry illustrated exceptionally clearly the threats to children in the event that staff from diverse offices don’t satisfy their partitioned and unmistakable obligations. No set of responsibilities is subordinate to another; each must be carried out proficiently and viably. Gathering together staff in a committed group might well run the chance of obscuring their responsibilities.
According to Victoria’s Climbie inquiry the main weakness that led to many mistakes and death of a child was the lack of communication where was identified at least 12 opportunities that social services had that could save Victoria’s life. The inquiry also considered the fact that there is a very short gap in between parent’s rights and the capability to measure the risk of a child as situations change in a matter of seconds in some cases and decision making must take in consideration all individuals involved. (Laming, 2003)    
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The Equality Act 2010 is the key piece of legislation in the United Kingdom that governs handicapped rights of people. This Act protects individuals with nine recognized qualities, one of which is disability. The Equality Act 2010 and Disability Committee of the House of Lords ruled in 2016 that "merging disability with all the other protected groups of characteristics in one Act did not in practise assist disabled individuals," and that disabled people's rights remained adequately protected through previous laws. This finding was contested by the government.
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has been ratified by the United Kingdom. The UN Committee on the Rights of Individuals with Disabilities has produced two reviews on the UK's disability policies since 2016. The Committee voiced grave concerns in both findings that the degree of support and assistance offered to disabled individuals was insufficient. Although the Government differed with the Committee's findings, it noted that more might be done to assist disabled persons.
The Equality Act of 2010 establishes the legal basis for safeguarding individuals' rights against discrimination in the United Kingdom. It took the place of a slew of distinct anti-discrimination laws, such as:

 Equal Pay Act 1970; 
 Sex Discrimination Act 1975; 
 Race Relations Act 1976; 
 Disability Discrimination Act 1995; 
 Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003; 
 Employment Equality (Sexual Orientation) Regulations 2003; 
 Employment Equality (Age) Regulations 2006; 
 Equality Act 2006, Part 2; and 
 Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) Regulations 2007.1
The law lists nine protected characteristics (age, disability, gender, reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and childbirth, race, religion or belief, gender and sexual orientation). increase. Based on this, there is discrimination as defined by law. , Is illegal. 2 In Note accompanying the Act, the Labor Party government at the time stated that the purpose of Act was "to harmonize the Discrimination Act with and strengthen the Act to support progress towards equality." rice field. (Have, 2018)
The evidence demonstrates that there is still challenges to overcome and get addressed in areas such as:

· Education – Where issues such as bullying needs to be tackled combine with high level of exclusion from schools.
· Work – Although that are effective programs in place the employment issue needs to be improved as a non disabled individual have 35% chance of employment against 18% chance for disabled. 
· Standard of Living - People with disabilities live in poverty or are at a substantial disadvantage than those without disabilities.
[image: ]
(Rights, 2016)
· Health and Care - Disabled persons are more prone to suffer from health inequities and serious illnesses, as well as to die younger than the general population.
[image: ]
(Rights, 2016)
· Justice and Detention - Prisons need to urgently monitor and report on the mental health of prisoners.
· Participation and Identity - People with disabilities continue to face obstacles in exercising their right to vote. The people with disabilities are also undervalued in political offices and public office and face the permanent challenges of to achieve equal representation. In order for political parties to be required to disclose candidate diversity data, there is an urgent need to implement Section 106, Section of the 2010 Equality Act. 
[image: ]
(Committee, 2016)
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Incidence, consequences, and costs of child abuse and neglect (CAN) have become increasingly apparent over the last few decades. In most cases of CAN, parents and guardians are known to be perpetrators, from seemingly minor incidents such as minor emotional negligence and child disciplinary issues to sexual abuse and severe physical abuse. Serious and criminal problems such as life-threatening negligence, parents of "less serious" cases often do not seek help from relief organizations or specialists, and the person responsible for a very serious case of CAN is even less likely to reveal the event. (Fraser, et al., 2019)
This paper review professionals’ perspectives on the difficulties they encounter in protecting children who have been subjected to domestic violence. While the purpose of our study was not to see how participants interpreted the idea of 'child protection,' there was a strong professional dialogue regarding child protection and domestic abuse. This is somewhat unsurprising considering the policy, practise, and research process where this problem has been addressed in recent times. Although it can be sometime challenging majority of professionals according to the research believe that recognising domestic abuse is extremally important but also difficult being sometimes the cause for unwanted results.
It was also found that professionals sometimes struggle finding out who’s job is this to report, causing delays in the resolution which could be caused by lack of skills from the professional according to the research. Service gaps in the service is also a concern as not many services to refer children are available. (Peckover & Trotter, 2015)
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This paper has identified the effectiveness of parent-centred therapies based on explicit logic frameworks, aiming to improve parent – child interactions and lowering child behaviour issues but states that effectiveness rely on tailored treatment that led to significant reduction in the areas of, child abuse, emotional/harmful abuse, child neglect, sexual abuse, trauma as result of maltreatment and improvements in family drug and alcohol abuse reports.
It also defined what childhood is classing it as a condition of dependency and stating that one only leaves childhood once the level of dependency of an adult less down.
In this research we also oversee a new definition of a family that in the current days can be formed not only by male, female and children.
The research shows challenges that need to be correctly addressed being the main one in majority of the high-profile cases the communication stating that Victoria Climbie’s death case led to change in the legislation.
In this work we found out 6 key areas that needs improvement to provide dignity and appropriate care for people with disabilities in England such as: Education, work, health and care, justice and detention and participation and identity.
Finally, we analysed the impact of safeguarding policies for professionals where was identified that there is consensus in between professionals that recognising child abuse, identifying whose job is to report, and sometimes the lack of skills plays important role in the need for improvement in safeguarding policies. 
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