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Introduction
This report shall explore and evaluate the evidence-based policing model and its uses and application in a modern policing context. Evidence-based policing is a practice that uses the best available evidence for research into informing and changing policing policies and practices to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the police (college of policing, 2026). Evidence based policing was a concept formed by Professor Lawrence W. Sherman in 1998, which introduced scientific methods to allow for a more thorough research and insight into what practices within policing work best and what needs to change for them to be more effective (Police foundation, 1998). This report will examine the implementation, challenges and the advantages that evidence-based policing brings in the modern policing context.

What is evidence-based policing?
The evidence based policing concept formed by professor Sherman emerged after another criminologist by the name of Herman Goldstein developed the approach known as the problem orientated policing or POP, this model is an approach to the identification of a specific problem and much like evidence based policing it involves using research and analysis to target the underlying issue with more efficient police approach that analysis had lead the police to for crime prevention ( the open university, 2026). There however core differences between the two concepts with a few being on what they focus upon such as the type of research, the unit of analysis and the source of knowledge, evidence-based policing tends to be more generalised for universal solutions to issues that police deal with while within problem orientated policing is more focused on specific problems and the emphasis is on the context of those specific issues so that the underlying issue can be addressed effectively (Cordner, 2017). Sherman (2013) describes evidence-based policing as a method to make decisions on ‘what works’ as the most cost-effective practice for policing that not only ensures that crime does not increase and policing does not waste the resources as its disposal. This allows for more thought and research into why crime appears and to not just address the result of crime but to try and assess what can be done to prevent crime with research and evidence through the evidence-based policing model.

The implementation of evidence-based policing in modern context
The key to be able to start to implementing evidence-based policing is getting the data and evidence needed to allow for research and analysis into what police practices and strategies are effective for reducing crime and cost effective. The evidence needed to study is then looked at and the ‘best available evidence’ is used which results from high quality evaluation studies of the police , however what is the meaning of and deemed the best available evidence is still discussed when trying to implement evidence-based policing correctly for the best outcome of police cost efficiency and police effectiveness ( Klose, 2024). The SARA model is also used as an evidence-based policing practice, it stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment (college of policing, 2022). The first step scanning involves identifying problems which exist or potential problems and prioritise them, the second is analysis it is the use of relevant information into why or how these problems are occurring, the third step is response it is where the police or its partners work to form an appropriate response that is likely to reduce or remove the problem in the community and the last step is the assessment which is where the response provided to the problem is evaluated for its success and where it can be rectified for the future use for successful and efficient policing ( Glenn, 2020). There is no right way or one true way to implement evidence-based policing as it is heavily dependent on a number of factors such as the resources available, funding, the local politics and culture and geographical context as these factors will affect what will be effective policing practices in a certain area (Huey et al, 2021). Evidence-based policing also allows for and aids practices like hot spot policing, which is defined by the college of policing (2022) as a ‘small geographical area where crime occurs often enough that it is predictable’. A trial run by Thames Valley police tested a mobile tasking app which demonstrated how digital tools can aid in improving resource management efficiently and it is a clear example of evidence-based policing as it is a controlled trial in which they tested new methods of policing to gather data to improve policing effectiveness and cost efficiency (Bland, 2024).

The advantages of the use of evidence-based policing
Evidence-based policing as a whole has affected the way policing practices and strategies are viewed and evaluated. One of the main positive effects evidence-based policing was the change from reactive based policing to now favouring a more proactive and data orientated approach to further the effectives or the police and to be as cost effective with resources and funding as possible to further police objectives. Blue force (2023) shares a number of the advantages that evidence-based policing has such as the efficient use of resources, improved public safety outcomes, better strategy development, enhanced community engagement, supports informed decision making and a greater emphasis on a proactive crime prevention. These represent the large number of benefits that evidence-based policing brings to policing in the modern era. Evidence-based policing helps to improve public safety outcomes and community engagement through its analysis of evidence and data of crime it allows for a proactive approach that can intervene and anticipate crime earlier to prevent it from happening which also solidifies and boosts the public’s safety and support of the police which then allows for the easier police practice as the ‘public are the police and the police are the public’ (south Yorkshire police, 2016) which allows for trust and confidence in the police to be built and police objectives are reached more effectively (Blue force, 2023). Evidence-based policing also allows for more effective police strategy through its analysis and testing of different police strategies it allows the police to find and use the most effective strategy when needed for the right situation to prevent crime affectively.

The limitations and challenges of the use of evidence-based policing
With the implementation of evidence-based policing as much as there is the advantages there are also limitations and challenges with the use of evidence-based policing in the modern context. One of these limitations is that lack of data and evidence of a certain types of crime can limit the extent in which evidence-based policing can be effective, one of these crimes being homicide as the ‘low frequency of homicide makes it a challenging issue to evaluate’ (college of policing, 2026). Another challenge to the implementation of evidence-based policing is favour to traditional policing and lack or receptivity to the implementation of organisational change within the police, this resistance has significant effects on how effective evidence-based policing can be within the police (Kuen, Lum and Kim, 2023). A limitation of evidence-based policing as that with the growth of data driven approaches to policing it neglects experience and the craft that police officers have to offer which is not very suitable for dealing with the public as the public cannot see the research but only deal with the police officers themselves, evidence-based policing also has issues with the fact as it cannot always be implemented the same in every community as there are numbers of factors in play so the effectiveness of evidence-based policing can vary from location to location (Ratcliffe, 2023).



Conclusion
The overall conclusion that this report comes to is that evidence-based policing and its practices are effective for policing in the modern context allowing for policing practices and strategies to be more targeted, efficient and cost-effective regardless of the limitations and challenges of its implementation into modern policing. This report shows throughout that evidence-based policing implemented correctly according to several factors based off communities can bring several advantages to both policing and the community, and work toward what the evidence-based policing model was formed for which was to improve the effectiveness of policing practices and be cost effective.
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