Introduction
For a long time, immigration has been an issue in politics, mainly regarding its impact on crime and policing. Throughout time immigration policies in the United Kingdom have changed which has highlighted the change in political priorities and social attitudes. Some of these policies include the 1950s Aliens act and the recent Windrush scandal, it is clear the UK has seen changes in its approach towards immigration. The policies created have not only changed the flow of people to the UK, but it has also contributed to the way immigration is perceived by the public, who often have the misconception that immigrants lead to a higher rate of crime.
This paper aims to explore the intersection of immigration, policing and crime with the use of three key objectives. Firstly, objective one examines the evolution of immigration policies through time. It will look at the difference between natives, migrants, immigrants, refugees and asylum seeker and the ways in which public opinion shifts. Secondly, objective two will investigate the influence of traditional media and social media has on public perception of immigration this will show how the media narratives shape political outcomes and societal attitudes. Finally, objective three will explore the link between immigration and crime, it will allow for the review of data that challenged the misconception that immigrants contribute to higher rates of crime and analyse the different challenges faced by police when enforcing immigration laws and when building trust within immigrant communities. By addressing these objectives this paper aims to provide an understanding of how immigration impacts crime and policing, the different effects the media has on public opinion and the effects immigration has on police.
While some studies suggest that immigrant communities do not contribute to higher levels of crimes than other groups, there is a noticeable gap in studies that track immigration trends and link them to crime rates. Most of the studies that exist are cross-sectional and do not consider how shifts in immigration flows over time can correlate with crime data in ways that can help inform policy effectively. Most reviews do not fully explore the intersectionality between immigration status, race and other social factors such as class, gender and religion (Kubrin et al., 2023).
Following Brexit, there has been a shift in immigration policy in the UK that directly affects how immigration is managed in the UK. The Immigration and Social Security Coordination: EU Withdrawal Act (2020) and the Nationality and Borders Act (2022) are two examples of legislation passed post Brexit that have significantly changed the way immigrants are processed. The 2020 act made significant changed to EU nationals’ right to work and live in the UK and the 2022 act made sweeping changes to the asylum system making it harder for individuals to claim asylum in the UK. Both acts have raised questions about the social integration of EU citizens and the potential for more undocumented migrants as well as concerns about the greater criminalisation of asylum seekers. There are also concerns over potential gaps in migrant protections in the UK and the laws emphasis on deterrence, such as the “Rwanda Plan”, could result in human rights violations and make the job of the police harder. As new legislation and technical frameworks come into place, it is important to assess whether they help or hinder the police in terms of both compliance and public relations.
Research strategy
The primary research method for this study will be a combination of a survey and questionnaire as these methods allow for an array of both quantitative and qualitative data and a large sample size. This is important as more data from a large group of people will allow a clearer snapshot of the public perception of this subject. Once collected, the data can be analysed to show how opinions vary based on socio-economic factors such as race, religion or gender. The questionnaire will help focus on specific aspects of this subject such as opinions on how the police deal with immigrations and experiences, attitudes and knowledge on immigration related issues can be collected. Overall, this combined method provides quantitative and qualitative data that can be analysed further (Terrell, 2022).
To select the participants, a random sampling technique will be used that divides the population into groups based on specific characteristics which will create a snapshot of the larger population. This will help to highlight any biases in specific participants or groups and should consist of at least 100 participants to avoid skewed data from a small sample size. Both the survey and questionnaire will be available in person or online to increase the chance of someone participating and to reach a wider audience. This allows us to analyse overall trends present in various segments of the population (Mweshi et al., 2020).


Data collection
The data collected will either be quantitative, i.e. numerical, or quantitative, i.e. opinion, and so each type of data must be analysed in a different way. Doing so will provide all the evidence needed to determine whether the public view about the relationship between immigration and crime and policing matches that of the reality of the statistics and crime data. 
Data that I collect that is in numerical form such as survey responses, statistical data and immigration patterns I will use quantitative analysis, this will mainly focus on patterns and correlations between immigration rates and crime statistics. For example, I will analyse whether increases in immigration are correlated with crime rate changes using statistical tools such as the correlation coefficient or a regression analysis. The end goal is to test the hypothesis that immigration does not directly contribute to higher crime rates, even though public opinion is that it does (Taherdoost, 2022). 
 As well as analysing quantitative data I will also analyse the public opinion on immigration and crime using descriptive statistics to understand this. For example, if 40% of people in a survey believe immigrants contribute to violent crimes, this will be quantified and analysed to see how widespread these ideas are and if certain demographics hold stronger views.
When it comes to analysing qualitative data collected from the survey or questionnaire, the focus will be less on statics and truth but rather key words, narratives and themes that fit a trend. For example, if a specific opinion is repeated in a certain demographic or demographics, then media narratives and politics discourse can be analysed to determine if these repeating views are the result of expose to these sources or if these opinions are naturally occurring to the participants. Doing this will allow us to determine how much influence these sources have over beliefs about immigration and its effect on crime rates (Taherdoost, 2022).
Once both the qualitative and quantitative data is properly analysed, we can use a combined approach to summarise what has been learnt and to see any trends that are especially discreet. For example, even though quantitative data might suggest no clear correlation between immigrants and crime, qualitative findings could highlight a disconnect between public perceptions and the actual trends, this could reveal how media narratives or political speeches contribute to misunderstandings.
Ultimately, the combined approach will provide a complete understanding of how immigration impacts crime, policing, public opinion and allow for a deeper insight into why certain perceptions persist despite factual evidence proving otherwise.
Data analysis
Before analysis can be done on the data collected, first it must be stored, categorised and standardised. Firstly, the data will be stored and organised in software such as Microsoft Excel where basic calculations can be done to standardise the data as much as possible. Here, the mean, median, mode and standard deviation can be calculated where possible. From there, more specialised software can be used to run correlation matrices to find any correlations between data and data sets and regression analysis can be used to determine if immigration is statistically significant to crime rates or not. Handling the data in a safe and secure way is essential when it comes to handling personal information so steps must be taken along the way to ensure the data is protected properly. Fortunately, software such as Excel has features built in to do this as well as methods to clean or erase data after use as, once finished with, the data collected should not be kept. Data cleaning will be used in the case of outliers or anomalies to, first check if they are errors, exclude data that would otherwise skew the accurate data (Schöpfel et al., 2015).
Limitations
There are several potential limitations to my data collected and analysis method that need to be minimised where possible. Firstly, as this is a sensitive topic strongly linked to race, there is potential that participants do not answer the questions truthfully out of fear of judgement. People, even when answering anomalously, may fear being seen as bigoted and so may answer in a way that opposes their true beliefs. This links in to issues with data accuracy. People are inherently hypocritical in the sense that their beliefs are not always consistent, someone answering the survey may answer in a way that is influenced by that day’s events or news. An answer to a question may be how they feel that day, but not on average. Also, accessing a variety of participants is essential but potentially difficult. It is not useful to ask 100 people about immigrants if they all live in communities with zero immigrants. Finally, they could be technical issues when it comes to collecting, storing and analysing the digital data. This can usually be avoided by taking precautionary steps such as backing up data but is sometimes unavoidable (Taras et al., 2010). 
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