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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


To ensure adult safeguarding everyone has a duty to report abuse or harm to the local authority. The duty to report abuse guidelines is set by the Working Together To Safeguard People Welsh government guidelines 2015 and within Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being Wales Act 2014. An adult at risk is defined within part 7 section 126 as “any adult over the age of 18 who: 1. Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, 2. Has needs for care support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs and 3. As a result of those needs is unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it.”

Abuse in adults can happen in many ways, the categories of abuse are outlined in the Social Services and Well-being Wales Act 2015 and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019. These categories of abuse are emotional/psychological, physical, sexual, financial, neglect, discriminatory, domestic abuse, modern slavery and Organisational / Institutional abuse.  

If a person suspects an adult is being abused, they have a duty to report to the local authority, section 128 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014). Once reported the local authority must then make enquiries to determine if abuse has occurred. If a local authority has suspicion of abuse, then they must: a. Make enquiries to decide if action needs to be taken, and if so, what needs to be done and by who, b. they must decide whether any actions should be taken (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 section 126).

Adult safeguarding Wales links closely to the Human Rights Act (1998) as safeguarding is used to protect people who are vulnerable to abuse’s rights. Under Article 2 individuals have the right to life, this ensure that people are protected, this puts a duty on individual to keep others safe. Article 3 mentions “the right to freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment” this links in with a person’s right not to be abused. Article 8 of the HRA states that a person has the right to respect a private life, we must ensure that assessment isn’t too intrusive to family life and the individuals wishes must be considered during intervention. 
Article 5 “right to liberty and security” with adults they can have a say regarding accepting support to be safeguarded. An adult must have capacity to tell professionals if they don’t wish for them in intervene in their lives. Capacity is defined in section 3 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 “The main purpose of the MCA is to promote and safeguard decision-making within a legal framework.” If a person is unable to have capacity, then deprovision of liberty safeguarding (DOLS) is needed. DOLS is an amendment of the MCA that protects a person who is unable to consent to be protected from harm. 

Although The Social services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) put the duty on local authority to safeguard adults, it must be done in a way to comply with the HRA 1998. It must be done in a way to include an individuals rights Wales Safeguarding procedure (2019). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


A key difference between safeguarding in adult and children’s social work is the role of capacity and consent. While both aim to protect individuals from harm, the legal frameworks underpinning intervention differ significantly in how autonomy is balanced with protection.
In adult safeguarding, the Mental Capacity Act (2005) establishes the presumption of capacity and the principle that individuals have the right to make decisions others may view as unwise. Capacity is decision-specific and must be assumed unless proven otherwise. This means that an adult with capacity can refuse support, even where professionals believe they are at serious risk. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 reinforces this rights-based approach, emphasising voice, choice and control. Consent is therefore central to adult safeguarding practice.

For example, an adult experiencing alcohol dependency and serious health deterioration may be offered treatment. However, if they are assessed as having capacity and decline support, professionals must respect that decision. Although Article 3 of the Human Rights Act (1998) protects individuals from inhuman or degrading treatment, Article 8 protects the right to private life, meaning intervention cannot usually be imposed on adults with capacity. This can create ethical tension, as practitioners may feel they are allowing ongoing harm.

In contrast, safeguarding in children’s services prioritises welfare over autonomy. Under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, and Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, local authorities have a duty to investigate where there is reasonable cause to suspect significant harm. Consent is not required to initiate enquiries, reflecting the principle that the child’s welfare is paramount.

Although Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) states that children’s views must be considered, those views do not override safeguarding concerns. For instance, a child experiencing emotional abuse may wish to remain at home, yet the local authority has the power to intervene if risk is identified.

In summary, adult safeguarding centres on autonomy and capacity, whereas children’s safeguarding prioritises protection and welfare. The distinction lies in how much weight is given to consent: adults with capacity can refuse intervention, while children can be safeguarded without consent when significant harm is suspected.
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