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[bookmark: _GoBack]I selected a book review by Sam Beck from the New School for Social Research, published in the American Ethnologist, and Matt T Salo from Centenary College, published in the American Anthropologist.
Both reviews disagree with Judith Okely but not for the same reason. Salo believes that her research is inaccurate as “ultimately these claims are misleading because the author, in fact, does not distinguish between Gypsies and other Non-Gypsies” Okely is sceptical of identifying Gypsies as a race. “in practice of course it has been impossible to identify Romanies by their physical or “racial” features”.   However, Beck disagrees with Okely’s opinion that anthropologists cannot affect change through their research “It is not necessarily so. For an anthropologist to give up their responsibilities of fighting for the human dignities of the people they study is to reject the critical role that public anthropologists are able to play”.
They both agree that a strength of the book is Oakley’s first-hand testimony, data and observations. Stalo states “Oakley’s efforts are not without strength, the economic niche in which gypsies and Travellers operate has here received one of the fullest and perhaps best descriptions yet to appear in print”.   Beck also recognises “important contributions to the testimony of the Gypsy experience” and an “inside perspective”.

