
Supplementary exercise 3: Translation from sir Ronald Syme’s classic The Roman Revolution 

(Oxford 1939).  

 

Translate into idiomatic Latin this passage from the ‘Introduction: Augustus and History’, p. 8. There 

are some useful hints in the footnotes to Syme’s text – he himself draws, of course, on authentic 

Roman descriptions… 

 

In these last and fatal convulsions, disaster came upon disaster, ever more rapid. Three of the 

monarchic principes fell by the sword. Five civil wars and more in twenty years drained the life-blood 

of Rome and involved the whole world in strife and anarchy. Gaul and the West stood firm; but the 

horsemen of the Parthians were seen in Syria and on the western shore of Asia. The Empire of the 

Roman People, perishing of its own greatness, threatened to break and dissolve into separate 

kingdoms – or else a renegade, coming like a monarch out of the East, would subjugate Rome to an 

alien rule. Italy suffered devastation and sacking of cities, with proscription and murder of the best 

men; for the ambitions of the dynasts provoked war between class and class. Naked power 

prevailed.  


