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During my last Professional Teaching Practice (PTE) I chose to read the story of ‘Tedi twt ar y fferm’ to a year 2 class and created a pass the parcel style activity which helped them drill the different animals in welsh and also allowed them to engage in the activity better by using their different senses. They went on to learning the song ‘old McDonald’ in Welsh which the children enjoyed. On the whole, the lesson was successful with minor issues which led to on-the-spot adapting to the situation. Targets that I set myself and that were set for me after this lesson was to improve upon my Welsh vocabulary as I struggled to teach that lesson to a year 2 class and therefore had I had to teach it to an older class, I would not have been able to adjust to the lesson accordingly.

Therefore, I have developed my Welsh language since last year by continuing to attend Welsh lessons in University which has allowed me to build my vocabulary and also has helped me to put together structured sentences using the vocabulary that I have learned. I have also chosen to learn a variety of Welsh songs that have helped myself and can help the children in the future because research has taught me that children’s behaviour has been reportedly better when singing as a group in involved, regardless of the language as it helps them bond. Singing involves both music and language and therefore, neurological studies from the US, Germany and the UK have found that it develops both of these areas. (British Council, 2019)

Studies have shown that learning a language is also beneficial within other aspects of a child’s learning and has been seen to increase critical thinking, creativity and flexibility of a young child’s mind. Renaissance International school (2017) also find that pupils that learn a foreign language do better on Maths and verbal tests than those pupils who do not study a foreign language. Estyn (2013) also suggests that when a practitioner creates an excellent Bilingual environment it has been seen to ‘fire children’s imagination, activities are stimulating, and children respond enthusiastically, extend their vocabulary and become more confident in using Welsh’ 

I would like to continue to develop my Welsh Language in the future because I believe that the Welsh language is important. Wales is a bilingual nation and the Welsh Language is continuing to thrive with half a million people in Wales with the ability to speak Welsh. This equates to around 19% of the population with the government putting plans in place to have one million Welsh Speakers by 2050. This means that approximately 438,000 new Welsh Speakers are needed and in order to reach this many people steps need to be taken, starting with teachers having the ability and confidence to teach Welsh and spread the language. (Welsh Government, 2019). In order for Wales to maintain an individual country status, the Welsh language needs to thrive. A lot of countries continue to believe that Wales and England are one country and are being failed within their education about this misinformation and even though this is slowly being changed through sports and television, it is important that Wales keep their own language and identity. The first steps that need to be taken to ensure that the Welsh language is kept alive is to implement it in schools across the country.

“a language expelled from education sends a message to parents: the language is becoming obsolete with no employment or economic value” 

(Baker, 2011, p79)

Based on the Welsh Language Competency Framework for education practitioners as seen in Appendix 1, I would place myself at mostly entry level Welsh. This means that in order to get myself to a level where I can teach the Welsh language confidently, steps need to be taken.
In order to move to the foundation level of listening the framework states that I have to be able to ‘understand and respond to a range of simple sentences relating to situations relevant to the school context, e.g. everyday themes and different verb tenses.’ The best way that I believe to achieve this is simply to practice conversations with Welsh speakers. I am very fortunate that I have family around me that are first-language Welsh speakers and therefore, I will take this opportunity to have conversations with them in Welsh. This is how De Bot, Lowie and Verspoor (2005) have stated that Vygotksy suggests a person will learn a language easier. He suggests that the learners simply needs to have a context to put their new vocabulary to. He uses the example of a child learning their first language and says that they do not learn by repeating words but rather to the context that the word is used in otherwise they would never use the vocabulary that they learn correctly. For example, you can teach a child the word ‘ball’ however, they are not going to know what a ball is until they are shown or until they learn by using a ball. Therefore, by having conversations and practicing the language with family and friends it is likely that I will learn new vocabulary and the context in which they are used easier.
In order to move to a foundation level of Oracy it states that I have to be ‘Able to contribute to a simple conversation using a range of simple sentences relating to situations relevant to the school context, e.g. everyday themes and different verb tenses.’ Using different verb tenses has continually been a struggle for me. Living in Spain as a child allowed me to learn Spanish, however, I found it difficult to use different verb tenses in the correct situation. Therefore, it would be an aim for me achieve a confidence to be able to use them correctly in Welsh. I feel that in order to achieve the confidence to do this I must attend an intensive Welsh course. There is currently a Welsh sabbatical course for practitioners in Wales to attend that allows them to improve their Welsh Language skills, acquire subject specific Welsh terminology and allows them to gain the confidence in speaking the Welsh language. There are three schemes that can be considered depending on prior knowledge. There is a higher level scheme aimed at fluent welsh speakers, and entry level scheme, aimed at teaching assistants that work in a primary school and will allow them to support their teaching colleagues or there is the foundation level, which is what I would be aiming to do, that focuses on practitioners in English-medium school looking to improve their Welsh Language. 
I would also like to develop my learning of the Welsh language by using ‘duolingo’ which is an app that provides lessons to anyone that uses it to enable them to learn a different language. Open Learn (2018) suggests that using an app to develop a language alongside classes has proven to have positive results. This would be something that I would like to do alongside an intensive Welsh course in the hopes that it would enhance my learning and my confidence.
I will also use this method to move to a foundation level in Welsh to be ‘Able to write composite/complex sentences for educational purposes.’
I feel more confident in my ability to read Welsh and therefore would place myself at the foundation level. However, in order to be ‘Able to understand articles or direct e-mail messages on everyday subjects or work-related subjects. Able to read stories with the correct pronunciation in the main.’ In doing this it will be necessary to build my vocabulary of the Welsh Language. I will also ensure that, at given opportunities, I buy books, magazines, newspapers in Welsh to practice. Rev (2018) suggest that one of the best ways to learn a language is by watching something on the television using subtitles. They say that it can increase reading speed and listening comprehension, grows vocabulary, improves word recognition and grammar and helps with visualisation of a new language. Walter (2016) also suggests that learning about the background of a culture can help with reading comprehension. Therefore, I am also going to gain a better understanding of the history of Wales as the Association for Language Learning (2018) have also linked Language learning to cultural appreciation which also happens to be one of the four purposes of Successful futures of becoming ‘ethically informed citizens ready to be citizens of Wales and the world’ (Donaldson, 2015, p4). 

Building my confidence in all of these skills, will allow me to create an environment within the school where I can use incidental Welsh naturally. To help me with this, I could use a welsh planning sheet that will enable me to not only set targets for myself to learn new Welsh vocabulary but also to remind me to keep using it.
To conclude, based on the video produced from PTE last year, there are numerous steps that I hope to complete to take me further in my career. Please find attached two lesson plans in Appendix 2 that I believe will outline my future development of the Welsh Language that I have based on the theme of verb tenses as I believe that is an area that I will develop the most.
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Welsh Language competency framework for education practitioners  



 



 NO WELSH LANGUAGE 
SKILLS 



 



ENTRY FOUNDATION INTERMEDIARY HIGHER PROFICIENCY 



Workforce 
head count 
code 



W1 
 



W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 



Listening No skills 
 



Able to understand and 
respond to simple 
everyday sentences, 
relevant to the school 
context, when someone 
speaks carefully. 



Able to understand and 
respond to a range of 
simple sentences relating 
to situations relevant to the 
school context, e.g. 
everyday themes and 
different verb tenses. 
 



Able to understand and 
respond to main points 
when someone speaks 
naturally about everyday 
subjects inside and 
outside of school, e.g. in a 
conversation, or within 
small group situations. 



Able to understand most of 
the discussions, even on 
unfamiliar and specialist 
subjects, e.g. in a formal 
context.  



Able to understand and 
respond to almost 
everything heard including 
different accents, dialects 
and speed of speaker. 



Oral No skills 
 



Able to introduce 
themselves and others 
verbally, able to ask and 
answer questions on 
simple information, e.g. 
where someone lives, 
what they like to do, able 
to use tense and 
numerals. 



Able to contribute to a 
simple conversation using 
a range of simple 
sentences relating to 
situations relevant to the 
school context, e.g. 
everyday themes and 
different verb tenses. 
 
 
 
 
 



Able to hold and contribute 
to a conversation on 
familiar subjects relating to 
school and everyday life 
using a range of simple 
and complex sentences. 
Able to describe 
experiences, hopes and 
give short explanations for 
their opinion. 
Beginning to recognise 
common errors. 
 



Able to communicate 
using a range of syntax 
showing an increasing 
level of accuracy. Able to 
discuss unfamiliar and 
specialist subjects. Able to 
express and justify an 
opinion. Able to recognise 
some errors and correct 
them. 



Able to speak extensively 
on complex matters, 
present arguments using 
the correct register.  
Interacting and leading 
discussions and extended 
teaching sessions 
correctly in the main. 
Able to self-correct where 
necessary. 



 



Reading No skills Able to understand very 
short written texts where 
people give simple 
personal information about 
themselves and others, 
e.g. on forms, school 
signs. 
Able to read simple 
commands suitable to the 
school context. 



Able to understand simple 
written messages on 
everyday things and 
simple letters/e-mail 
messages. 
Able to read simple stories 
and attempt the correct 
pronunciation. 



Able to understand articles 
or direct e-mail messages 
on everyday subjects or 
work-related subjects. 
Able to read stories with 
the correct pronunciation 
in the main. 



Able to understand most 
correspondence, 
newspaper articles and 
reports intended for fluent 
speakers, with the aid of a 
dictionary, and to scan 
through long text to find 
details. 
Able to read stories quite 
confidently with the correct 
pronunciation. 



Able to summarise 
information from different 
oral and written sources, 
recreate debates and 
descriptions in a coherent 
presentation. 
Able to read stories to 
learners of all ages in a 
confident and meaningful 
manner. 



Writing No skills Able to write simple 
everyday sentences, 
relevant to the school 
context, e.g. instructions, 
questions, commands, 
simple feedback.  



Able to write 
composite/complex 
sentences for educational 
purposes. 



 
 
 



Able to write short 
paragraphs on everyday 
subjects inside and 
outside of school.  
Beginning to recognise 
common errors. 



 



Able to write extended 
paragraphs on a range of 
unfamiliar and specialist 
subjects, perhaps with 
editorial assistance.  
Able to recognise some 
errors and correct them. 
 



Able to write extensively in 
standard language on 
complex matters. 
Writes in a variety of 
forms.  
Able to self-correct where 
necessary. 
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Lesson Plan Phase 2
Lesson Plan — Step 2 Cynllun Gwers — Cam 2

Student-teacher Chioe Davies Class: | Year 4
‘AoLE/Subject Welsh Date: | 15/5/2020
Lesson Focus: 3rd person

Relevant/meaningful [ | can select and adapt the appropriate language for a

links to:
Curriculum

Cross-curricular
responsibilities

range of audiences and purposes, conveying meaning
effectively to the audience.

LEEE) IEEE To be able to contribute to a simple conversation using a range
(Linked to QTSand | of simple sentences relating to situations relevant to the school

identfied in weekly

review)

context, e.g. everyday themes and different verb tenses.

Learning Objectives | To understand Welsh in the 3rd Person.

(Focus on Learning)

Success Criteria

“To identify 3rd person verbs.

(process/product) . To use 3rd Person verbs in a sentence.

-To write an article about your friend using the 3rd Person.

Key Resources
Health & Safety

Time, Content, Pedagogy & Assessment Opportunities (key teaching points and questions)
Tinks to 3rd Person in English.
Previous
Learning
Opening Twill open with a powerpoint. The powerpaint will allow them to recap 3rd person verbs in
Phase English and then show them how to use 3rd Person in Welsh.
Dojo randomiser will choose who comes up to idenitify the 3rd person verb in the
sentences created in the powerpoint
Teaching & | They will play a game of guess who with a partner using 3rd person verbs,
Core In their pairs they will then complete a worksheet asking questions to their partner things
Learning about them in Welsh. This will be done in a bullet point format to create a fact file
Plenary Dojo randomiser will then be used to select children to translate english 3rd person

sentences in to Welsh.





image3.png
LESS0N Flall Fhiase <
Lesson Plan - Step 2 Cynllun Gwers —Cam 2

Student-teacher Chice Davies Tass: | Veard
RoLE/Subject Welsh Date: | 15/5/2020
Tesson Focus: 3rd person

Relevant/meaningrul
links to:

Curriculum
Cross-curricular
responsibilties

| can select and adapt the appropriate language for a
range of audiences and purposes, conveying meaning
effectively to the audience.

Personal Targets
(Linked to QTS and
identfied in weekly
review)

To be able to contribute to a simple conversation using a range
of simple sentences relating to situations relevant to the school
context, e.g. everyday themes and different verb tenses.

Tearning Objectives | To understand Welsh in the 3rd Person.
(Focus on Learning)
Stccess Critera TToidentify 3rd person verbs.
(process/product) | . To use 3rd Person verbsin a sentence,
-To write an article about your friend using the 3rd Person.
Rey Resources Tpad, guess who boards
Health & Safety
Time Content, Pedagogy & Assessment Opportunities (Key teaching points and questions)
Tinks to 3rd Person n English
Previous
Learning
Opening WE Wil recap 3rd Person Welsh by playing a game of guess who in Welsh aga.
Phase.

Teaching & | Using an 1pad they wil create a story Using the Information they gathered from their fact
Core fle about their friend using full sentences.

Learning

Plenary Good examples of stories will be read out to the class at the end.





