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This essay will provide information about drug trafficking and describe how classical criminology informs evidence based policing. Narcotics, hallucinogens, and other illicit drugs are examples of controlled substances whose production, transit, and sale are unlawful. This illegal trade frequently involves transnational criminal organisations that employ force and intimidation to rule their markets. The first known instance of drug trafficking occurred in China during the 18th century, when the British East India Company began smuggling opium into the country.This led to widespread addiction and social upheaval, culminating in the Opium Wars of the mid-19th century. After the Harrison Narcotics Tax Act was passed in 1914, drug trafficking in the United States started to gain substantial attention at the beginning of the 20th century. This law effectively made drug usage illegal and established a black market for drugs by requiring individuals who created, distributed, or prescribed medicines to register with the government and pay taxes. However this did not stop people from trafficking drugs. With the emergence of organisations like the Mafia and the Medellin cartel in Colombia, drug usage and trafficking increased in popularity and organisation during the 1960s and 1970s. With the introduction of fresh substances like cocaine, heroin, and synthetic opioids in the ensuing decades, the world drug trade grew even more. Riley, B. (1997) ‘’Drugs are the enemies of ambition and hope - and when we fight against drugs we are fighting for the future’’. Drug trafficking is still a huge global problem today, with criminal gangs operating in every continent and seriously harming both individuals and societies. Drug trafficking is still being actively fought, but it is a complex issue that is challenging to resolve. It looks like this fight is never-ending. By analysing the basic concepts and theories related to this theory in relation to the manufacture, distribution, and use of drugs, classical criminology can be used to study drug trafficking. The following are some of the main concepts and theories related to traditional criminology and drug trafficking, such as punishment and deterrence: According to traditional criminology, these two strategies are crucial for reducing crime. It promotes harsher punishments and more aggressive enforcement measures as a means of discouraging criminal activity. Rationality and free will , according to traditional criminologists, people are rational and capable of making self-interested decisions. In terms of drug trafficking, this implies that people who decide to create, sell, or use drugs do so after carefully weighing the advantages of doing so. Classical criminologists hold that punishment ought to be prompt, certain, and appropriate for the crime that was committed. This implies that those who are caught manufacturing, distributing, or utilising drugs should be punished in a way that discourages them from repeating the action in the future. According to traditional criminologists, the penalty meted out should be fast, certain, and fitting for the crime that was committed. This suggests that people who are caught producing, using, or distributing drugs should be penalised in a way that makes them think twice about doing it again in the future. In general, classical criminology can shed light on the rational thought processes and underlying reasons of people who engage in drug trafficking. It can also guide policy and intervention plans that try to lessen the negative effects of drug use and trafficking. We can obtain a better understanding of why people choose to engage in drug trafficking, how they assess the rewards and costs of their actions, and what influences their decision-making by applying these theories to this criminal activity. For instance, those who manufacture and distribute drugs can be driven by financial gain, but those who take drugs might be motivated by pleasure or pain alleviation. We can better comprehend the value of punishment and deterrence in stopping drug trafficking with the aid of classical criminology. Punishment need to be prompt, certain, and appropriate for the offence committed in order to serve as a deterrent to similar behaviour in the future. In order to comprehend drug trafficking as a breach of this social contract, it is also critical to understand the concept of a social contract between individuals and society. Drug traffickers violate this social compact, which calls for society to give protection and security in exchange for giving up some of an individual's freedoms. As a result, they should face appropriate punishment. Generally speaking, classical criminology offers a framework for comprehending the motives and thought processes of those engaged in drug trafficking, as well as the significance of punishment and deterrence in stopping this conduct. It aids in our comprehension of the complexity of criminality and the ways in which societal influences can affect criminal behaviour. An approach to law enforcement known as "evidence-based policing" places a strong emphasis on using scientific research and empirical data to inform decisions and assess the efficacy of policing tactics. Many evidence-based police models have been created, including things such like. POP (problem-oriented policing): This approach focuses on identifying and resolving certain issues that are a factor in crime, such as drug trafficking in a given region. It highlights how crucial it is for police and other community partners to work together to establish practical solutions. One technique, which is similar to POP in that it promotes a more systematic approach to problem-solving, is called Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA). There are four parts to it: scanning to find problems, studying the reasons of those problems, devising and putting into practise a solution, and assessing the success of that solution. HotSpot policing: This methodology concentrates on increasing police presence and enforcement activities in "hot spots," or regions with high crime rates. Its foundation is the notion that a disproportionate amount of crime frequently occurs in a small number of places. Law enforcement agencies can better understand the underlying factors that contribute to drug trafficking and other criminal activity by adopting these evidence-based policing models, and they can create more potent plans for preventing and addressing these issues. Ultimately, by placing a strong emphasis on individual accountability, deterrence, and addressing the root causes of criminal conduct, classical criminology offers a theoretical framework that can assist in directing evidence-based policing techniques. Classical criminology emphasises the significance of deterrence, individual responsibility, and rational decision-making in criminal activity, which can serve to explain the justification behind evidence-based policing techniques. First, traditional criminology emphasises the value of deterrence as a strategy for combating crime. By focusing on particular types of crime and employing tactics that are likely to dissuade criminal conduct, such as greater police presence and targeted enforcement activities, the problem-oriented and hotspot policing models reflect this approach. According to traditional criminology, before committing a crime, people assess the benefits and costs of their acts, and using deterrence tactics can help make the costs of crime outweigh the potential benefits. Second, traditional criminology places a strong emphasis on the role that individual responsibility and free will play in criminal activity. The POP and SARA models' problem-solving methodology reflects this emphasis by giving priority to identifying the underlying causes of particular types of crime, such as social or economic reasons, and designing methods that address these main causes as opposed to merely penalising offenders. These models' approach to solving problems is consistent with classic criminology, which contends that people can choose to engage in illegal activity and should be held accountable for it. Last but not least, traditional criminology emphasises how crucial rational decision-making is to criminal activity. This is reflected in the evidence-based police methods, which employ data-driven techniques to detect particular forms of crime and deploy resources in a focused manner to combat those crimes. These approaches are intended to be more effective in reducing crime than conventional, reactive policing strategies because they use a logical, evidence-based approach to crime prevention. According to traditional criminology, people rationally decide whether to engage in criminal activity based on the prospective advantages and disadvantages of their choices. This indicates that in the context of drug trafficking, those who produce, transport, and distribute illegal substances are likely to weigh the possibility of financial gain against the danger of being found and penalised. As a result, effective deterrence tactics, such as raising the likelihood of being caught and punished, are crucial for lowering drug trafficking. Developing effective drug trafficking prevention and enforcement measures can be aided by evidence-based policing. A tactic that can be used to target high-crime regions where drug trafficking is common is hotspot policing. This strategy entails sending more police officers to certain hotspots and concentrating on particular kinds of crime that are common there. By addressing the underlying reasons of drug manufacture and distribution, such as poverty, a lack of economic opportunity, and social inequity, the problem-oriented policing methodology can also be utilised to combat drug trafficking. When these basic reasons are recognised, solutions that target them can be designed to stop drug trafficking before it even starts. Aside from intelligence-led policing, which employs data and analysis to identify and target drug trafficking networks, other evidence-based policing approaches that can be used to combat drug trafficking include community policing, which entails collaborating with local residents to identify and address crime problems. In conclusion, a theoretical and practical framework for combating drug trafficking may be found in traditional criminology and evidence-based policing. Law enforcement agencies can lessen the prevalence and impact of drug trafficking, improve public safety, and improve the well-being of communities impacted by this sort of criminal activity by creating effective deterrence measures and employing data and analysis to target drug trafficking networks. For comprehending and avoiding crime, two key frameworks are traditional criminology and evidence-based policing. While formulating methods for deterring and reducing crime, each technique has advantages and disadvantages that should be taken into account. Strengths of Classical Criminology: Deterrence is emphasised: According to traditional criminology, deterrence is crucial in lowering criminal conduct. This can be helpful in creating prevention tactics that make crime more expensive than its benefits. Individual responsibility: The classical approach emphasises the individual's accountability for criminal behaviour. This perspective might guide treatments that aim to alter the behaviour of criminals. The classical perspective emphasises the part rational decision-making plays in criminal behaviour, which can be helpful for formulating tactics that aim to lessen the advantages of criminal activity. Weaknesses of Classical Criminology:Minimal attention paid to social and environmental issues: Classical criminology has a propensity to emphasise personal judgement and to ignore the social and environmental factors that may influence criminal behaviour.Overreliance on punishment: Traditional criminology frequently relies s ignificantly on punishment to dissuade criminal conduct, which can result in an overreliance on imprisonment and other punitive measures that may ineffectively address the root causes of crime. Rehabilitative efforts are not given enough emphasis in traditional criminology, which may lead to the continuation of criminal behaviour cycles. Strengths of Evidence-Based Policing: Evidence-based policing is driven by data and analysis to inform initiatives, which can result in a more effective and efficient use of resources. Emphasis on prevention: Evidence-based policing strategies frequently place a strong emphasis on early intervention and prevention, which can help lessen the risk of criminal behaviour and the harm that crime causes. Cooperation can increase confidence and support for crime prevention programmes. Evidence-based policing frequently entails collaboration between law enforcement, community people, and other stakeholders. Evidence-based policing strategies may be influenced by biases in the data used to guide actions, which may lead to inefficient or even destructive initiatives. Weaknesses of Evidence-Based Policing:Evidence-based policing can occasionally rely too heavily on technology, which can result in privacy concerns, monitoring, and other ethical problems. Opposition to change: It's possible that certain law enforcement organisations will resist implementing evidence-based policing strategies, which could limit their efficacy. In summary, both traditional criminology and evidence-based policing have advantages and disadvantages. It is possible to reduce potential unintended consequences while also creating more effective techniques for preventing and reducing crime by being aware of these strengths and weaknesses. Law enforcement agencies may create evidence-based plans that successfully combat crime and enhance public safety by combining the advantages of each strategy and resolving their shortcomings.
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