A Fictitious Interview with Thomas Jefferson
(Liberties have been taken with the chronology of history for the purposes of this creative piece)

CLARKE:  Good morning, Sir.  Thank you for talking to me.  The readers of The Post thank you.
JEFFERSON: A pleasure, Mr Clarke.  Your newspaper has a reputation for straight-shooting.  Mighty Oaks from little acorns grow.
CLARKE:  You recently visited Kentucky, I believe?
JEFFERSON:  I did, indeed.  I may now be a politician but at heart I am forever a farmer.  More than once I have said that “those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God” (Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia: ch. 19, n.d.) and this is very dear to me.  Those yeoman of the lands of Kentucky wont for nothing and are happy in their lives.
CLARKE: Excuse me for asking, but are you not troubled by the industrial advances of the European nations?
JEFFERSON: I strongly believe that we should be willing to trade our meagre surpluses with Europe and to purchase manufactured goods but to follow the British model would be folly.  Never again will we allow the few to make the decisions for the many.  Never should we allow the honest working man to be dependent upon others for work. “Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable citizens with good morals, happiness and orderly conduct” but “dependency begets servitude and suffocates the gem of virtue” (Jefferson and Holmes, 2002).
CLARKE: Should America not be investing in industry to be able to match England, France and Holland?
[bookmark: _Hlk67251294]JEFFERSON: They are “the nations who feel power and forget right” (The Avalon Project: Jefferson's First Inaugural Address, n.d.). We have acquired Louisiana and could have acquired Cuba also.  Yet “nothing should ever be accepted which would require a navy to defend it” (Founders Online: Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 27 April 1809, n.d.).  To do so would require farmers to be sailors, dependent on the government for pay; requiring government to tax and administer that pay.  Happiness, democracy and equality are to be found in agrarianism, not as factory-slaves as so many in England have become and, if Mr Hamilton were to have his way, so many of our compatriots would.
CLARKE:  But England has much to teach us.  Is it not the mother of all parliaments, after all?
JEFFERSON:  A parliament driven by inequality.  The men of England are not enfranchised and are governed by those who are born to rule.  “I say equal rights for all, special privileges for none” (Thomas Jefferson Quotes About Equality | A-Z Quotes, n.d.). In the name of God, we declared that “we hold these truths to be self evident: that all men are treated equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among those rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” (Declaration of Independence: A Transcription, n.d.)
CLARKE: I remember reading those very words.  Is not the English government a model for the management of a nation? An empire? 
JEFFERSON: “I think myself that have more machinery of government than is necessary, too many parasites living on the labor of the industrious” (TOP 25 QUOTES BY THOMAS JEFFERSON (of 1811) | A-Z Quotes, n.d.).
CLARKE: But does a government not need to grow to be able to ensure the equality of men?
JEFFERSON: “The course of history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases” (Thomas Jefferson Quote, n.d.)
CLARKE: Where farmers produce more food than they need, could not government organise the supply of food to others, or to help farmers, supply the tools needed by farmers?  
JEFFERSON: “Government big enough to supply everything you need is big enough to take everything you have” (TOP 25 QUOTES BY THOMAS JEFFERSON (of 1811) | A-Z Quotes, n.d.).  No. I place my trust in the ploughmen, tillers, husbanders and seedsmen.  Hamilton would have us depend on commerce and trading, taking power away from the states themselves.
CLARKE: Some worry that a society of equals will not make good decisions and that there is a definite risk of poor decisions being made.  In your inaugural address you said that “the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail” (Thomas Jefferson Quotes About Equality | A-Z Quotes, n.d.). Is that what you meant?
JEFFERSON: But did I not also say that “the minority possess equal rights, which equal law must protect and to violate would be oppression” (Thomas Jefferson Quotes About Equality | A-Z Quotes, n.d.)?  It is not the purpose of government to dictate the detail of the lives of the people.  My vision of agrarian democracy has at times run in a separate cart run to that “philosopher and stateman of agrarianism” (Beard, 2017), John Taylor, though travelling in the same direction.  Equality for all is incompatible with large plantations.
CLARKE:  I think our readers would be interested to learn why advances in Virginia are not universal.  As a result of your intervention, in Virginia can be found farmers who are “freemen unencumbered by feudal obligations to a distant sovereign or by archaic practices of primogeniture or entail among themselves” (Griswold, 1946).
JEFFERSON:  As I enshrined in Virginian law, every man has a right to own land and it is by through doing so those men become citizens.  My state provides an example for other states to follow.
CLARKE: But are those same men not serfs to God and by being so, to our country?
JEFFERSON: The equalities that apply to land, to votes and the “right to bear arms” (Second Amendment, 2017) apply to religiosity and by my own hand church and state are less entwined in Virginia.
CLARKE:  Changing subject, Mr Jefferson, I can’t help noticing the large number of rocks behind glass in this room.  It is an impressive collection.
JEFFERSON: These are not merely rocks, Mr Clarke.  They are the fossil remains of creatures that no longer stride God’s Earth.  Beyond them on my escritoire can be seen letters from Priestley, Dr Rush and Smith-Barton.  All these men think, investigate and theorise.  It has been my role to be “the human magnet who drew them together and gave order and meaning to their discrete investigations” (The lost world of Thomas Jefferson, 1948).“Information is the currency of democracy” (Thomas Jefferson Quotes, n.d.)
CLARKE: To what use can information be put if not for the industrialisation of society?
JEFFERSON:  I am interested in the “human implications” (Bidinotto, 2003), Mr Clarke – the human implications.
CLARKE:  That was an interesting diversion, Sir.  To return to the English model, what think you of Hamilton’s proposal of a national bank to rival the Bank of England?
JEFFERSON: Mr Hamilton’s speculator friends have done nothing but “sweep away the fortunes and morals of our citizens” (Lancaster Schools, n.d.).  I maintain that a national bank will not serve the interests of people like farmers.  I predict the rise of a wealthy, non-producing upper class.  In tolerating Hamilton’s proposal, I did at least achieve my aim of making Washington capital.
CLARKE: Mr Hamilton has quite large estates, much of which was inherited.  Is this another reason why you disagree with him?
JEFFERSON: I repeat to you here and now what Adam Smith wrote: “power to dispose of estates for ever is manifestly absurd. The earth and the fulness of it belongs to every generation, and the preceding one can have no right to bind it up from posterity. Such extension of property is quite unnatural” (Thomas Jefferson and Entail, n.d.).  How can citizens be equal when wealth can accrue for generation upon generation in a small number of wealthy families?  That is why I abolished entail.
CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Jefferson.  May I ask you to summarise your democracy in a few words for our readers?
JEFFERSON: I advocate an agrarian economy with small government, a country where all are equal and all have the God-given opportunity to work the land.  A government who looks after the farmer and his family and disregards the gaudy attractions and greed of industry.  A country where information is used for good.  When I was in France, the creed was liberty, equality, fraternity – I think I agree.
CLARKE:  Finally, Mr Jefferson, on the subject of all men being equal, is it right that you own several hundred slaves?  Are they equal?
JEFFERSON:  The details of my inheritances are confidential.  I think this interview has concluded. Good day to you, Sir.





Bibliography:
1948. The lost world of Thomas Jefferson. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
A-Z Quotes. n.d. Thomas Jefferson Quote. [online] Available at: <https://www.azquotes.com/quote/577736> [Accessed 20 March 2021].
A-Z Quotes. n.d. Thomas Jefferson Quotes About Equality | A-Z Quotes. [online] Available at: <https://www.azquotes.com/author/7392-Thomas_Jefferson/tag/equality> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
A-Z Quotes. n.d. TOP 25 QUOTES BY THOMAS JEFFERSON (of 1811) | A-Z Quotes. [online] Available at: <https://www.azquotes.com/author/7392-Thomas_Jefferson> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
Avalon.law.yale.edu. n.d. The Avalon Project : Jefferson's First Inaugural Address. [online] Available at: <https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jefinau1.asp> [Accessed 20 March 2021].
Beard, C., 2017. Economic Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy. Newburyport, UNITED STATES: Dover Publications, p.322.
Bidinotto, R., 2003. The Life-Centered Philosophy of Thomas Jefferson, The Atlas Society | Ayn Rand, Objectivism, Atlas Shrugged. [online] Atlassociety.org. Available at: <https://www.atlassociety.org/post/the-life-centered-philosophy-of-thomas-jefferson> [Accessed 20 March 2021].
Conlaw.org. n.d. Thomas Jefferson and Entail. [online] Available at: <http://www.conlaw.org/Intergenerational-II-2-4.htm> [Accessed 19 March 2021].
Founders.archives.gov. n.d. Founders Online: Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 27 April 1809. [online] Available at: <https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-01-02-0140> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
Free Essays - PhDessay.com. 2017. Jeffersonian vs. Jacksonian Democracy - PHDessay.com. [online] Available at: <https://phdessay.com/jeffersonian-vs-jacksonian-democracy/> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
Griswold, A., 1946. The agrarian democracy of Thomas Jefferson. [Baltimore, Md.]: [American Political Science Association].
Hardt, M., 2007. Jefferson and Democracy on JSTOR. [online] Jstor.org. Available at: <https://www.jstor.org/stable/40068424?seq=1> [Accessed 20 March 2021].
HISTORY. 2017. Second Amendment. [online] Available at: <https://www.history.com/topics/united-states-constitution/2nd-amendment> [Accessed 18 March 2021].
Jefferson, T. and Holmes, J., 2002. Thomas Jefferson. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, p.62.
Lancasterschools.org. n.d. [online] Available at: <https://www.lancasterschools.org/cms/lib/NY19000266/Centricity/Domain/295/01_JeffersonsView.pdf> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
National Archives. n.d. Declaration of Independence: A Transcription. [online] Available at: <https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
QuoteHD. n.d. Thomas Jefferson Quotes. [online] Available at: <http://www.quotehd.com/quotes/thomas-jefferson-quote-information-is-the-currency-of-democracy> [Accessed 20 March 2021]. 
Ushistory.org. n.d. Jeffersonian Ideology [ushistory.org]. [online] Available at: <https://www.ushistory.org/us/20b.asp> [Accessed 21 March 2021].
Xroads.virginia.edu. n.d. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia: ch. 19. [online] Available at: <http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/JEFFERSON/ch19.html> [Accessed 18 March 2021].
[bookmark: _Hlk67252907][bookmark: _Hlk67252875][bookmark: _Hlk67252481]
[bookmark: _Hlk67252695][bookmark: _Hlk67252555]

