Sustainability Assessment 2

“Tourism for tomorrow” is a way in which business profits interact with not only the businesses profitability but also other aspects including sociocultural and environmental factors. (World Travel & Tourism Council, 2019) These also happen to be the pillars of sustainability which are economic, environmental, and sociocultural factors which combine in such a way that tourism and general business practices do not ruin destinations. This essay will explore Costa Rica and some of the practices they have utilized in order to be a highly sustainable country. The Butler life cycle model will be used to show which cycle Costa Rica is in as well as some limitations that this model has. 

It appears in more cases than one that the more sustainable countries happen to have two of the three pillars worked out really well but lack one aspect depending on which country. For example Costa Rica, has been a front runner in environmental sustainable practices as well as still allowing tourism to occur in the country. For example, they are the only country in a tropical region that has reversed their deforestation. The land that is covered in forest has doubled since 1980s moving from 26% to 52%. (Pandiella, 2016) However, there is such an increase in tourism in the area, this could slowly begin to decrease. Hotels are a major factor when it comes to clearing the land in order to build. Research has shown that developing eco-lodges could be a way to combat with deterioration. (Almeyda, et al., 2010) 

There are several ways in which sustainability has affected the economic aspect of Costa Rica. First, tourism has allowed for job creation. A challenge with tourism and certain destinations such as Costa Rica is the leakage that occurs. For each tourist dollar spent, there could be any where from forty to ninety cents that leaves the country to other organizations that are not based in the country. (Stocker, 2013)

In regards to socio cultural aspects of sustainability, Costa Rica may be lacking. The culture has changed from people that just needed to farm their land to people that put more emphasis on money. (Stocker, 2013)

It can be argued that if “responsible tourism” and “ecotourism” occurs it could be possible to not only have conservation benefits but also benefits for the indigenous people. (Hunt, et al., 2015) One problem with that could be the tourists themselves. Without any education about the effects of tourism they might not see a problem with how they behave in tourist destinations. For example, ethical values were added to the definition of ecotourism but not all tourists act ethically all the time, especially when alcohol or other drugs are possibly involved. Costa Rica, however has a high rate (80%) of tourists that specifically visit this particular destination in order to do some sort of ecotourist activity. (Embassy Of Costa Rica In Washington D.C., 2019)Another aspect to look at how is it decided if others are happy or not? We, as Westerners in general, need materials, money, and technology. It can be argued that that may not be what others need. Research on happiness has found that “authentic happiness has very little to do with material wealth or overconsumption.” (O'Brien, 2010)

The Butler model states that these destinations have a life cycle with the ability to see if possible changes need to be made as to not allow for the area to go into what he calls decline. If destinations reach this, it is possible that the area will no longer be able to not only support tourism but also the indigenous people as well. It appears that Costa Rica may be in between the development stage and consolidation stage. The development stage can be used because there is still a high number of tourists but with some of the changes that occurring, the indigenous people may not agree with. There are also some aspects of the consolidation stage that are factors effecting Costa Rica as well such as the tourism ecomony is greatly tied to the economy. (Butler, 1980)  There are limitations to models being used to describe and understand tourism as well as destinations. It can be argued that there may not in fact be an actual life cycle of the destination but more of a non-linear with multiple layer complexity.  Since 2010 the tourist rate has increased each year. (Zuniga, 2019)For example, the curve may not be as fluid as Butler theorized. Destinations could skip a stage or simultaneously start two stages at once. Additionally, the stages can get somewhat blurry when aspects are not able to be measured such as the move from “development to consolidation”. (Piuchan, 2018) This is could be a reason that McKerercher in 1999 proposed using the chaos theory and complexity theory to describe tourism. (Muangasame, 2014) Another limitation of Butler’s model could be 


· There seems to be a real challenge to having all three of the sustainability pillars in alignment. It seems as though the countries that have the most sustainability practices have only been able to use two of the three.
· A challenge to having the ability to get all three pillars is people. People seem to just want this Instagram worthy picture instead of taking the time to learn about the destinations they are traveling to. With this lack of education about the areas they are visiting could lead to them trampling on sacred areas or not seeing the benefit to preserving the destinations in general.
· This could be a reason that adding the aspect of chaos theory to other tourism models such as Butler’s model may be necessary. People are unpredictable and tourism is continually growing. Countries still want to capitalize on the amount of money that tourists bring to the country meaning they will allow tourism to continue however some sort of education and repercussions for actions may need to be in place in order for tourism to occur in areas that have delicate ecosystems. 
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