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I have chosen to talk about the ongoing conflict between Israel and
Palestine, driven partly by my own personal interest in the political
debates around Anti-Semitism and it’s modern definitions.

According to the IHRA, antisemitism includes;

= Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by
claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor.

= Applying double standards by requiring of it a behavior not expected or
demanded of any other democratic nation.

= Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.

Just a few entries from the website make it clear that it is difficult to speak
out against the State of Israel and it’s actions.

This has been critical in public relations in British Politics especially, with
claims that the Labour Party and their leader Jeremy Corbyn are Anti-
Semitic.

My attention was drawn further in February, when it was announced that
Benjamin Netanyahu was under investigation over election related bribery,
yet still took seat for a 5™ term in power in April.

This had me look further into the impact on Palestinian life, as Netanyahu'’s
prime objectives are to complete his visionary borders of the ‘State of
Israel’, through military force.

Note (illegal) Israeli settlements throughout Palestinian territory, extensive
fencing/walls and presence of Israeli military.
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= 1881 - The Jewish Diaspora, spread worldwide, starts a contemporary
movement of the Jewish Community to the homeland of their people,
establishing settlements and communities in Palestine.

= 1917 - Balfour Declaration:

Signed on November the 279, an agreement between the British and
Zionists; promising the establishment of a ‘national home’ in Palestine,
also stipulating that the ‘Non-Jewish’ communities would not be subject
to any prejudices.

This was partly to win favour of the Jewish population, in an effort to
secure strategic positions such as the Suez Canal (vital for
communication to British Colonial India)

= 1922 - Official approval of Balfour Declaration by League of Nations

= 1939 - British Policy was changed, limiting Jewish migrants to 75,000,
and recommending a complete halt by 1944.

= 1946 - A new exodus began, following ‘Pogroms’ such as Kielce in
Poland, where 42 Jews were murdered.

= 1947 - Harry Truman convinces the British to stand down, and allow
100 thousand Jews to enter Palestine, followed by a UN vote to
partition Palestine.

= 1948 — British Withdrawal from Palestine, and the State of Israel was
founded

It should be noted that Britain were drawn thin at this point, not only
recovering from WWII, but heavily involved in the partitioning of India
and overrun with displaced persons from all over the colonial empire
and at home in Europe.




DECADES OF DESTRUCTION, WAR
AND TERROR

The general pattern of the conflict that has ensued -
practically non-stop since 1948 — could be seen as a series of
retaliations:

= The ‘Six Day War’ of 1967 saw involvement from Syria and
Jordan, in defence of Egypt from Israel

= This was followed by Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
Gaza

= During the seventies and eighties, Palestinian settlements
were destroyed and Israeli civilians encouraged to move in.
Also Ethiopian Jews and Soviet Jews in numerous operations
between 1984 and 1991,

= During this time, Israel invaded Lebanon in an attempt to
shut down military support for Palestine

= Each of these events is sparked by an attack by one side on

the other. For more details see
( )


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29123668
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= In 1967 Israel had occupied both Gaza and the West Bank

After a sharp rise in hostility between the two factions, the UNWRA established further
camps to provide for the refugees of the conflict (some 750,000)

* There are now 60 camps in the region,(Jordan, Lebanon and other neighbouring
countries) housing one third (1.5million) refugees.

= The total estimation of registered Palestinian refugees now stands at 5.1million

= The other two thirds are spread across Gaza, the West Bank, and towns and cities of the
host nations of the UNRWA camps.




DISPROPORTIONATE
INTERNATIONAL
SUPPORT

= Whilst Israel has gained international support and
recognition, especially from the US, the promises that
Palestinians would receive no prejudice and be able to live
freely in their state has not been upheld by the British or
UN.

= Palestine is still not recognized as an official state, and
holds the position of ‘Observer’ at the United Nations

= President Trump’s policies on ‘Terrorist Organisations’ eg.
Anti Terrorism Clarification Act has caused cessation of aid
to Palestine. This could further affect peace in areas of the
West Bank, where Palestinian Authorities have been
cooperating with Israeli forces to keep a relative calm.

= Also declaring recognition of Jerusalem as the capitol of
Israel, a somewhat controversial move as it has always been
a multi-faith religious centre worldwide

= When compared to other instances of humanitarian crises
and subsequent intervention, such as Syria or Iraq, it could
be said that Palestine has received unjust apathy from the
global community.

= US administration’s refusal to include Palestine in major
peace talks, declaring that the Palestinian Army is an
institutionally terrorist organization.
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:__&_j_occupatlc;n of Gaza and the West Bank has been
~ upheld since 1967.

Netanyahu's close relationship with Washington,
especially the Trump administration has gained
ground in these proceedings among others.




HOPE FOR THE FUTURE:
POSSIBILITIES OF RESOLVE

= BDS Movement — feared now even by Israeli
politicians, there is a strong international movement to
‘boycott’ Israel. More can be found at:

= There is existing Left-Wing Zionist support for the
plight of the Palestinians; Israeli politics is factioned in a
similar manner to our own.

= There are many other organisations founded to
support Palestine and give them a voice;

= Gaza Surf Club: Festival of 2017



https://bdsmovement.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mEkwJIxJfA
https://surfing4peace.org/history
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