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Introduction
This report is ground on the impact of `Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle` (which is a virtual platform for help students with learning materials and information) has on learning in students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David and how important and helpful it is or not. This report will contain methodology and findings, also analyses about impact of VLE`s.  I will apply primary research with a questionnaire, which will contain five questions about Virtual Learning Environment impact and analyse them to shows it is negative and positive impact. I will take an answers of 20 anonymous UWSTD students from who I will receive my information about impact of Moodle. The results will be shown by using the column and pie charts. Also, I will analyse previous information, articles, and aspects from secondary sources. 

Objectives:
The aim of this report is to show my research on topic – impact of `Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle, which is a very important tool for learning for the students. 
The main objectives of this report are:
· Analise information about Virtual Learning Environment 
· Create questionnaire and apply it
· Evaluate the findings of questionnaire 


Literature Review 
A `Virtual Learning Environment` is a web-based software system created to 
`Virtual Learning Environment` (VLE) start to emerge in Higher Education Institutions in the late 1990. VLE`s growth was very fast and by 2007 it become useful in lot of universities and start to include `Moodle` etc. Martin Weller stated that VLEs will be create the ways for more technological developments in studying and teaching (Weller,2006). Moodle, the second-most popular VLE, was released in 2001. (Ofsted, 2009). As of 2011, Moodle had a user base in 212 countries with 49,365 active sites in more than 75 languages. It was originally developed to assist educators in creating online courses with a focus on interaction and collaborative content creation (Ofsted, 2009). 92% of further education colleges in the post-compulsory sector of the UK had a virtual learning environment in 2008–09, up from 58% in 2003–04. (Sero, 2009). (Barker, 2013) Higher Education Institutions persist a lot of resources in VLEs to help them to be competitive and improve studying and teaching. Students that use a VLE can be given "tasks" to accomplish in class or at their own speed, time, and place. They can also participate in synchronous and asynchronous discussions to further their learning. (Barker, 2013)
Because virtual learning enables instructors and students to connect more actively, it improves interactions. Through online learning, students and their classmates can interact dynamically as well as teachers and students. They can work together during the learning process by effectively exchanging concepts and knowledge. Everyone in the virtual classroom has the opportunity to participate in class discussions and offer their opinions on other students' work. Such interaction patterns increase the effectiveness of classroom learning even while participants are not physically visible to one another. (BAU, 2022) Additionally, with online learning, your instructor is always reachable by phone or email. While you can only communicate with your professors during office hours in traditional face-to-face sessions, you have unrestricted access to them during online courses. Student satisfaction with VLEs depends by institutions and courses as it is not unusual to have a low occurrence of interaction with VLE resources. Surveys of students have indicated that student happiness increase with depth of VLE communication tasks (Rienties and Toetenel,2016).  

Research Methodology 
Qualitative research method – by using techniques like focus groups and interviews, qualitative research investigates attitudes, behaviours and experiences. It tries to explore participants` in-depth opinions. Fewer people participate in research since attitudes, behaviours and experiences are what matter, yet to contact with these people typically last much longer. (Dawson, C., 2009)
Quantitative research method: through the use of large-scale survey research, applying techniques like questionnaires and organised interviews, quantitative research generates statistics. Quantitative research reaches many people, but to contact those people is much quicker than it is in qualitative research. (Dawson, C., 2009)
In this report will include qualitative and quantitative research methods as I will be doing questionary and graphs to show the results of questionary.
Data collection process: 
I created five questions about impact of Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle and will collect information from twenty University of Wales Saint Trinity Davis students, which names will remain anonymous.
Findings, Analyses and Discussion:


	Yes 
	No 
	Maybe

	15
	2
	3




Q1). Graph Analysis: 75% of students think that Moodle is good for assignment support and useful for learning environment. Some 10% of students think that Moodle is not so good for assignment and 15% of students not so sure.
As a result, bigger part of the opinions is clear that Moodle is good help for learning and assignment support and will be used in future. According to the answers, using a virtual learning environment (VLE) - Moodle affects student performance, promotes independent learning, and boosts students' enthusiasm to learn and it is high helpful for assignment. 



	Yes 
	No 
	Maybe

	2
	15
	3





Q2). Graph Analysis: 75% of students find Moodle easy to use, some 15% not so sure and 15% think that Moodle is hard to use. After analyses as a result, it is shown that Moodle not so hard to use and most of the students are comfortable with it, but it is still needing some improvement as some students find hard to use Moodle.


	Weekly
	Monthly 
	Seasonal

	16
	0
	4




Q3). Graph Analysis: 80% of students are using Moodle weekly and 20% seasonal.
As a result, evidently students are using Moodle weekly more often than monthly and seasonal. 

	Yes
	Maybe 
	No

	18
	2
	0




Q4). Graph Analysis: 90% of students will recommend Moodle as good virtual learning environment and 10% possibly will recommend.
As a result, I can say that Moodle will be highly recommended for the learning. 



	Good
	Excellent 
	Poor

	5
	14
	1




Q5). Graph Analysis: 70% will rate Moodle as excellent and 25% as good and some 5% as not so good.
As a result, I can say that Moodle will be good satisfied, only 5% rated as poor, so that the possibility for improvement. There are a few reasons why students would recommend Moodle: 
· Students have control over their learning; they choose the tasks and activities they want to complete and assume responsibility for their education.
· Ownership: Wider participation has been promoted by easier access to technologies. It is really encouraging to have the chance to learn formally at a time, location, and pace that works for you.
· Learning in context refers to the capacity to access resources and information in the appropriate setting and to disseminate it to others.
· Consistency across settings - VLEs provide more chances for formative evaluation and feedback, which improves retention and achievement. (Barker, 2013)
Summary of the findings:
From information and analyses collected I can say that Moodle as virtual learning environment is good and very helpful for assignment support and not only. The research questions are supported by empirical research that has been published in the literature, which also helps to construct the hypotheses. This research demonstrates how using a VLE promotes independent learning by giving students the flexibility to fit their coursework around their busy schedules and the chance to learn officially at a time, place, and pace that suits them. Additionally, the literature study offers proof that using a VLE boosts students' enthusiasm to learn, fosters communication and collaborative learning through the use of discussion forums, chat, and email, and that the direct feedback is very motivating. This study indicates that using Moodle helps students learn, it would have been interesting to find out whether different subject areas had different effects on learning. Researching which VLE resources, such as forums, quizzes, and course handouts, have the biggest effects on student learning might also be fascinating.

Conclusion
Virtual learning has had a big impact on students because it was just recently implemented as a learning strategy. People's perceptions of the teaching and learning process and the general standard of education have changed because of e-learning.
Virtual learning has advantages and disadvantages for both students and teachers, just like any other technique. Virtual learning's key benefit is that it improves students' perception, communication, educational quality, and critical thinking while also fostering a sense of student independence.
However, even though many individuals find it difficult to adjust to this new manner of learning, we must make every effort to do so because the rapid speed of technological advancement does not stop for anyone. There are many advantages and benefits to online learning, despite all the difficulties you could encounter. Increased learning effectiveness, affordability and accessibility, better attendance, and other benefits of virtual learning for students are just a few. Ultimately, virtual learning can affect students in higher education in different ways. There are cases when students will face challenges and other cases where they will highly benefit and enjoy this experience. Technical issues, more screen time, the sense of isolation and the other negative effects of virtual learning are all overthrown by the positive sides of this online experience, such as affordability, accessibility and efficiency.
The presented report is somewhat supported by empirical research, which also supports the research questions. Evidence suggesting the usage of a VLE influences student achievement and that it facilitates collaboration between teachers and students is equivocal. The adoption of a VLE boosts students' motivation for independent study to educate.
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Weekly	Monthly	Seasonal	16	0	4	Weekly	Monthly	Seasonal	Weekly	Monthly	Seasonal	

4.Are you will recommend Moodle to the other students?

Are you will recommend Moodle to the other students?	Yes	18	No	0	Maybe	2	





Yes	No	Maybe	18	0	2	Yes	No	Maybe	Yes	No	Maybe	Yes	No	Maybe	Yes	No	Maybe	

5.How you would rate the performance of Moodle?

How you would rate the performance of Moodle?	Good	5	Excellent	14	Poor	1	





Good	Excellent	Poor	5	14	1	Good	Excellent	Poor	Good	Excellent	Poor	Good	Excellent	Poor	

1.Do you think Moodle is good for assignment support?

Do you think Moodle is good for assignment support?	Yes	15	Maybe	3	No 	2	





Yes	Maybe	No 	15	3	2	

2.Did you find Moodle hard to use?

Did you find Moodle hard to use?	Yes 	2	Maybe	3	No 	15	








Yes 	Maybe	No 	2	3	15	Yes 	Maybe	No 	Yes 	Maybe	No 	

3. How often do you use Moodle?

How often do  you use Moodle?	Weekly	16	Monthly	0	Seasonal	4	



