Research chapter 

Introduction chapter 3 
	The topic of this dissertation will be ‘Impact on childhood neglect on adult criminal behaviour and more effective ways of prevention’. In this ever-changing environment the percentage of youth and young adult committing offenses has risen expeditiously and fall hand in hand with the criminological risks such as alcohol and substance abuse. This topic is one in which there is much research already conducted and criminological insight that show correlations between the impact of neglect during childhood and the onset of criminal behaviours and tendencies; this allows for a large amount of research to be considered when drawing upon a conclusion. This is an area of interest as there is common debate that an individual’s behaviours and individual agency are indirectly impacted by their environment, and the magnitude of a parents influence upon an individual, and in turn the effects on the onset adolescent and adult criminal behaviour. The objective of this research is to explore preventive methods and how well this work and alternatively the impact in which these have on criminal behaviours. Childhood neglect is a significant issue that has far-reaching consequences, particularly in relation to adult criminal behaviour. Research indicates that childhood neglect can be as damaging as physical or sexual abuse, leading to a range of adverse outcomes including increased risks of violent behaviour in adulthood (Allen, 2018). The effects of neglect often manifest as internalizing and externalizing behaviours, delayed emotional and cognitive development, and substance abuse issues. These factors contribute to a higher propensity for violent crime later in life, underscoring the urgent need for effective prevention strategies. With all the research and evidence that has been conducted, the aim of this research question is to fill the gap that has been identified as well as being able to explore solutions and the validity of a prevention. Prevention is the goal with youth crime, but this again is not a simple as it first may seem. The initial early intervention programme was first purposed and rolled out in May 1999 and was branded ‘catch them early’ and its main objective was to identify young individuals that were considered on the cusp of committing a crime and instead of waiting by acting early enough with the right support and help via the use of discipline framework as a means to prevent, with this being an area of much political focus(Blyth. M, and Solomon. E, 2009). There is a growing body of research examining how neglect during childhood can lead to the development of criminal behaviors in later life. However, several gaps exist within this research that must be addressed to gain a more complete understanding of the relationship between childhood neglect and criminality. By identifying these gaps, we can open the door for more effective interventions and preventive measures. One significant gap in the research is the lack of longitudinal studies that track individuals over a long period. Many existing studies focus on short-term outcomes, making it difficult to determine how early neglect impacts behavior over time. For example, a child may show signs of aggression in adolescence, but without long-term research, it remains unclear whether this behavior continues into adulthood or if it can be resolved through intervention. Developing studies that follow children into adulthood would help clarify how early experiences shape later behaviours which was highlighted during the literate review that was conducted.


Research Strategy  and data collection 3.1
The research methods in which are indented within this study is largely going to be questionnaire to charities/companies that work with at risk youth on preventive methods on which they currently use and how effective they find them and compare this to those that have experienced childhood neglect and the crime rates for that area. The reasoning for selecting this research method as it can be conducted quickly at the participants own pace, as this can be distrusted via email, and with a mix of open and closed question a large amount of quantitative data can be produced. Quantitative data allow for cause-and-effect relationships to be identified and produce data that provide objective, reliable, and generalizable results. Additionally, questionnaires can be designed to be anonymous, encouraging honest responses. When respondents know their answers will remain confidential, they are more likely to share their true opinions. 
It is also important that for this research that any past research that has been conducted s included this not only enhance any knowledge on a specific area of study. By examining existing literature, researchers can establish a solid foundation for their work, which enhances both credibility and relevance (Ramdani & Bacha, 2023). Previous studies illuminate the current state of knowledge within a specific field, allowing researchers to identify essential theories and concepts as well as gaps that their own research may address. This foundational understanding not only refines the research question but also guides methodological choices, ensuring that the study is aligned with established frameworks (Rashid, 2025).

      
Data Analysis 3.2
As most of the data collected will be quantitative this allows for the statistical analyse such as the use of SPSS software that can identify cause and effect relationships. This software offers reliable and fast answers, dynamic and has useful tables and graphs that allow for effective data management and is useful for both quantitative and qualitative data. Researchers often face challenges when handling large volumes of data; SPSS addresses this by allowing users to manage multiple variables efficiently while providing flexibility in analysis and graphical representation (Ben-Joseph, 2021). Consequently, SPSS enhances the quality of insights derived from survey data. The comprehensive features offered by SPSS facilitate a wide array of statistical methods such as descriptive statistics, bivariate analysis, and predictive modelling. This versatility is crucial for researchers seeking to derive meaningful conclusions from their data (Jinu, 2023). By enabling complex calculations with ease and accuracy, SPSS ensures that results are both reliable and valid. Furthermore, its ability to perform sophisticated analyses helps in identifying patterns within datasets that might otherwise go unnoticed. Such capabilities are essential in fields where understanding nuanced relationships among variables is critical.
 When using quantitative research, the utilization of graphs to display findings offers distinct advantages that enhance comprehension and facilitate communication. Graphs serve as powerful tools for visualizing data, allowing readers to quickly identify patterns and trends that may not be immediately apparent through textual representation alone (Kevin, 2022). This visual approach transforms complex numerical information into accessible insights, making it easier for audiences to grasp essential findings without extensive statistical expertise. It is also helpful to include data visualization through graphs aids in revealing critical features of the dataset that may be overlooked when relying solely on traditional statistical methods. According to Unwin (2020), graphic displays can effectively uncover unusual distributions or outliers in the data, which are vital for a comprehensive understanding of research outcomes. This capability not only enhances the interpretability of results but also encourages deeper engagement with the material by prompting viewers to explore relationships between variables more intuitively.
Qualitative research is an essential approach in understanding complex human experiences, and the methods of analysing its results are crucial for generating meaningful insights. One prominent method is thematic analysis, which involves identifying patterns and themes within qualitative data (Dye, 2023). This process not only helps researchers to organize their findings but also enables them to draw connections between different aspects of the data. Thematic analysis relies heavily on inductive reasoning, allowing researchers to build concepts grounded in empirical evidence rather than preconceived notions. This approach ensures that the analysis remains relevant and contextually rich.


Limitations & Protentional Problems 
	There is some limitations that present themselves when conducting any type of research, the first being the use of data collection, questionnaires. There are a lot of positives when using questionnaires as a method of data collections, such as they are cost effective and easy to roll out, they do however present some limitations that can significantly impact the quality and reliability of the findings. One major limitation is the potential for misinterpretation of questions by respondents. Participants may not fully understand what is being asked, leading to inaccurate or irrelevant responses (Mazikana, 2024). This misinterpretation can skew results and hinder researchers from drawing valid conclusions. Response bias also poses a significant threat to data integrity when using questionnaires. Respondents might provide socially desirable answers rather than their genuine beliefs due to perceived social pressures (Mazikana, 2024). Moreover, researchers have limited control over respondents' environments during completion; external factors may inadvertently influence how questions are interpreted and answered. A way in which to tackle this would be to ensure that the questionnaires are conducted anonymously to increase the internal validly of the research.  
	Utilizing past research when conducting a new study can provide valuable insights and contextual understanding; however, it is essential to recognize the limitations inherent in this approach. One significant limitation arises from methodological constraints present in previous studies. Research methodologies can vary widely, and what was relevant or effective at one time may not hold true today due to advancements in technology or shifts in societal norms (Wordvice, 2024). Consequently, relying solely on past research may lead to misinterpretations of data and flawed conclusions. Moreover, past studies often come with their own set of limitations that can skew results. These limitations could stem from sample size, demographic diversity, or even temporal factors that affect the relevance of findings (Labaree, 2009). For instance, a study conducted a decade ago may not accurately reflect current trends or behaviours due to changes in cultural attitudes or technological developments. By failing to critically assess these factors when integrating past research into new studies, researchers risk perpetuating outdated assumptions that could misguide their investigations.

To conclude, the topic of this dissertation will be ‘Impact on childhood neglect on adult criminal behaviour and more effective ways of prevention’. The methods of collection will mostly be questionnaire that have many positives but do present with some limitations such as response bias. However, to tackle this would be to ensure that the questionnaires are conducted anonymously to increase the internal validly of the research. The other data collection will rely on past research that has been conducted, past research allows for enhance knowledge on a specific area of study. By examining existing literature, researchers can establish a solid foundation for their work, which enhances both credibility and relevance, however this does also have limitations arises from methodological constraints present in previous studies. Research methodologies can vary widely, and what was relevant or effective at one time may not hold true today due to advancements in technology or shifts in societal norms  
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