Critical Commentary on Deidamia Achilli lines 9 through 38

Lines 9 through 38 of the Deidamia Achilli mark the beginning of Achilles’ wife Deidamia’s main narrative and emotional argument. In this section, she shifts from the initially formal opening of her letter into a detailed remembrance of Achilles’ departure for Troy and the suffering she has experienced ever since. These lines serve to place her as a deserted wife and present Achilles as a hero who has failed in his personal responsibilities as her husband. Using references to the passage of time, references to his own speech, and descriptions of her physical and emotional distress, Deidamia tries to persuade Achilles to return and to remind him of his duties to her and their son.
The passage opens by telling us the length of Achilles’ absence with the line “Now the fifth sun renews the year which has been completed four times” (line 9). This emphasis on  the passage of time is important. By counting the years and seasons that have passed since Achilles left, Deidamia shows that his absence to her has been long and painful. The image of the returning year suggests that while the natural cycles continue as normal, her emotional state does not change. While the year begins again, she remains stuck in grief. This part also mentions Janus, the god of beginnings, transitions, and doorways, returning rain is also mentioned (line 10). This reinforces the mentioned sense of seasonal repetition. Nature continues to move forward, but Deidamia’s life feels as though it has frozen. This contrast highlights how deeply she has been affected by Achilles’ departure.
Deidamia goes on to recall the moment Achilles left for Troy. She describes him as about to set sail with “auspicious sails” (line 11), but she then adds that these were “not favourable enough for me also” (line 12). This contrast shows the difference between hers and Achilles’ situations. For him, the voyage was to be glorious and destined by fate. But for her, it only brings loss. From the start Deidamia presents the Trojan War not as a heroic adventure but as a personal disaster from her point of view. This perspective challenges the usual heroic view of the war and instead focuses on the impact it has on those that are left behind.
Achilles’ farewell speech is quoted directly in lines 13 through 22. By repeating his words, Deidamia reminds him of what he said and holds him accountable for the promises he made. In the quoted speech, Achilles claims he must go as he is “demanded by the cruel fates” and by “the whole of Greece” (lines 15 through 16). These statements label his departure as unavoidable and necessary. Achilles portrays himself as compelled by fate and duty, potentially avoiding the guilt of personal choice. However, since these words are written by Deidamia, they can also be questioned. From her point of view, his appeal to fate and duty does not excuse the pain he has caused her and their son.

In further quoted speech Achilles tries to comfort Deidamia by promising that he will return “There will be a time when you will happily see me return” (line 19). He also promises to bring gifts from Troy such as booty, treasure, and foreign servants (lines 20 through 22). These promises reflect common heroic values like success in war, wealth, and prestige. However, they also give us a glimpse of misunderstanding. In his words Achilles assumes that material rewards will make up for his absence. But these offers do not comfort Deidamia. Instead, the suggestion that she will receive foreign maidservants is seen as ironic, especially given her later complaints about Briseis. Deidamia rejects the idea that another woman could replace Achilles or bring her comfort from his absence, this shows how little Achilles understands her emotional needs.
After repeating his speech, Deidamia returns to first person and says “While soothing me in this manner… you flee” (lines 23 through 24). The word “flee” can be used specifically to present Achilles not as a noble hero leaving for war but instead as someone running away from his responsibilities. While Achilles tried to comfort her, his actions speak louder than his words. This shift in perspective allows Deidamia to reinterpret the heroic departure as an act of abandonment. What would usually seem brave in an epic story becomes a hurtful and selfish act when seen from her point of view.
From line 25 onward, Deidamia begins to describe her suffering since Achilles left. She describes Venus and Cupid as witnesses of her pain (lines 25 through 26). In this statement, she connects her personal experience to the wider concept of love and desire. The gods of love can confirm that her suffering is real and serious. Deidamia continues to explain that nothing has brought her comfort: “no consolation has been pleasing to me” (line 27). She is reluctant to eat and finds no rest in bed (lines 28 through 30). These physical details tell us how deeply she has been affected. Her grief is not just emotional but also reflected bodily. She cannot eat properly or sleep peacefully. These descriptions emphasise her loyalty and devotion and the disruption caused by Achilles’ absence.
The image of the bed in lines 29 through 30 is especially meaningful. A bed would usually represent rest, comfort, and marriage. However, here it brings no relief. Even though she lays on soft covers, she cannot rest. The empty bed symbolises the absence of Achilles and the breakdown of their relationship. It also hints at her isolation. Without her husband the marital home feels incomplete and uncomfortable. This given image also reinforces her role as a faithful wife suffering alone.
In lines 31 through 33 Deidamia’s grief grows stronger. She states that she is increasingly weighed down by sorrow and begs for Achilles’ return “day and night” (line 32). The constant repetition of time expressions shows that similarly her longing is constant. She never stops thinking about him. Deidamia then introduces a new argument, this time about their son. She complains that “neither piety nor love nor the youth of Pyrrhus… moves you” (lines 33 through 35). This is a noticeable shift. Up to this point she has focused mainly on her own suffering. However now she appeals to Achilles’ role as a father. By mentioning their child, she adds another reason for his return. His absence affects not just his wife but also his son.
The description given of Pyrrhus (often called Neoptolemus) strengthens this argument. Deidamia insists that he is a boy who cannot be denied his father (line 35). He is worthy of Achilles and resembles him. This makes Achilles’ absence even more of an issue. A heroic father should care for and acknowledge his worthy son. By presenting Pyrrhus as admirable and deserving, Deidamia again suggests that Achilles is failing in his duty as a father. She also emphasises the emotional bond between mother and child, mentioning that Pyrrhus shares her grief and supports her, showing more compassion than Achilles.
While suggesting his failure, Deidamia carefully avoids directly insulting Achilles. Instead of openly attacking him, she builds a case through memory and description. She reminds him of his promises, shows how long she has waited, and highlights the suffering of both herself and their son. This indirect approach makes her argument more persuasive than just insulting. Rather than accusing him outright, she encourages him to feel guilty and responsible for leaving them behind. Deidamia’s tone is emotional but controlled, allowing her to present herself as reasonable and loyal.
These lines also show the difficult balance between heroic duty and familial responsibility. Achilles sees himself as fated to fight at Troy and win glory, while Deidamia sees him as a husband and father who has abandoned his family. By presenting events from her perspective, this poem questions whether heroic fame is worth the personal pain. The promises of treasure and victory seem empty when compared to the pain brought by separation. Because of this question the passage challenges the traditional heroic focus on war and achievement.
The structure of the passage also helps to reinforce its themes. It moves from marking time and memory to current suffering before making appeals based on family. This progression mirrors Deidamia’s attempts to persuade Achilles. She begins by reminding him how long she has waited, then recalls what he promised, and finally shows the consequences of his absence. Each point builds on the previous one, creating a strong emotional argument for his return.
In conclusion, lines 9 through 38 of the Deidamia Achilli introduce the main emotional conflict of the poem. Deidamia presents herself as a loyal wife who has suffered greatly during the long absence of Achilles. By recalling his departure, quoting his promises, and describing her ongoing pain, she tries to persuade him to return. The mention of their son adds further weight to her argument and highlights Achilles’ responsibilities as a father. Throughout this passage, the contrast between heroic ambition and personal loyalty is kept central to the argument. Achilles’ pursuit of glory may have brought him honour, but it has also caused deep suffering at home. Through her careful and emotional narrative, Deidamia works to remind him of what he has left behind and to reclaim his attention and commitment as a husband and father.
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