Essay one:
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
This essay focuses on exploring the historical instances of police malpractice and misconduct on modern professional policing, and what is being done and focused upon to influence everyday roles of a professional police officer. Police malpractice and misconduct are heavily discussed issues in today’s society, with increased scrutiny on police officers and their conduct with the rise of media exposure. In this essay I will explore instances that have affected the public's trust and perception of policing, leading to a need for reforms and changes in policing across the United Kingdom and the world. 
The history of policing is complex and has had many reforms and improvements to combat malpractice and misconduct. These instances feature discrimination, to excessive use of force, illegal arrests, and corruption within areas of forces. For example, the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s in the United States of America uncovered police brutality against African Americans, which included beatings, killings, and illegal arrests. The infamous Rodney King incident of 1991, where Los Angeles police officers were videotaped beating a Black motorist, also highlighted the issue of police brutality in the United States of America which has still prevalent issues as even in todays society this is existing, such as, the murder of George Floyd in 2020, where a Minneapolis police officer knelt on his neck for almost 10 minutes, widespread outrage and riots for reform across the United States of America and the world. 
Stephen Lawrence is a further example, who was murdered in a racially motivated attack in 1993. An example of police malpractice and misconduct. The investigation into his murder was scrutinized due to the incompetency within the police force. This incident of police malpractice and misconduct has contributed to a lack of trust between the public and the police force, further accelerating mistrust and integrity scrutiny within police forces worldwide.  
In response to these instances of police malpractice and misconduct, there has been a growing demand for police reform and changes in policing practices. Police forces worldwide have implemented techniques to influence modern policing such as body-worn cameras, de-escalation training, and community policing initiatives, new methods of dealing and resolving crime all to improve public confidence in the police. This is vital to a healthy relationship between the public and the police, as growing a bond and building trust with one another will only come as a benefit.
 One significant change that has been implemented in many police forces is the adoption of community policing initiatives. GCPP (2019) The Glasgow Community Planning Partnership have partnered with Strathclyde Police to deploy 100 Community Police Officers across their city. This approach emphasizes the importance of collaboration, problem-solving, and crime prevention. Community policing initiatives have been successful in reducing crime rates and improving relationships between police officers and the public. The GCPP found ‘the reduction in number of Anti-Social Behaviour and Youth Disorder incidents in the past 12 months down between 28 to 36% in communities across the city’ which clearly demonstrates its effectiveness. 
The use of body worn cameras utilised by most police forces within the United Kingdom, and steadily worldwide has had a massive impact on influencing modern policing. College of Policing (2022) research states ‘Outcome measures on complaints against police were reported by 22 of the 30 studies. A significant reduction of 16.6% was found in those wearing Body Worn Cameras compared to the control groups without Body Worn Cameras’ This reduction of complaints shows that whilst video recording is active, measures can be ensured to finding the truth in incidents to discover or reveal any police malpractice and misconduct. This information has then been released to the public to view and form an informed decision or opinion. 
Another approach that has been influenced by past misconduct and malpractice is restorative justice, which focuses on repairing harm and restoring relationships between victims, offenders, and the community. Whereby the victim and offender come to an agreement on the outcome of an offence or incident. Restorative justice aims to involve all parties affected by the crime in finding a solution determined and agreed upon by all parties involved. Ministry of Justice (2011) stated “Restorative justice is part of a wider move towards a more citizen focused criminal justice system that empowers victims, communities and professionals to tackle the problems they face together”. 
To conclude, throughout history incidents of police malpractice, misconduct and wrongdoing have had a massive impact on modern professional policing. As mentioned in the essay, these incidents have contributed to a lack of trust between the police forces and the general public and have displayed the need for changes in policing practices. Police forces in the United Kingdom and worldwide have responded by implementing community policing initiatives, restorative justice approaches, utilisation of body worn video cameras whilst dealing with incidents and members of the public. The listed implementations aim to improve accountability, honestly and integrity and relationships between police officers and the general public and should have a positive impact on policing in the future. 
















Essay two:
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
With the increased public eye now fully focused on the performance of the police force, the rise of social media platforms such as TikTok and already pre-existing social media giants such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, the media influences the public perception of police and their actions, particularly during public protection incidents. 
These incidents include terrorism, active violence like fights and assaults and other serious crimes that threaten public safety. Social Media coverage can affect policing strategies in several ways, both negatively and positively, which can impact the way in which police deal with incidents and respond to them. 
Firstly, one way the media can affect policing strategies is by influencing public opinion in relation to incidents of high media coverage. The media can divide the public’s opinion about the police's response to incidents, which can lead to increased pressure on the police to take positive action. For example, the recent death of Sarah Everard. In March 2021 Sarah was abducted and killed, to which the Metropolitan Police were heavily criticized for the investigation and how the backlash was controlled and delt with. Research has also shown that media coverage can influence the behaviour of perpetrators and victims during public protection incidents. For example, media coverage can provide key information about police tactics and response times, something that offenders may use to plan to commit crimes and how to avoid being undetected for example. In addition, research has shown that the media's focus on certain types of crimes, such as mass shootings, can lead to copycat offences by others to commit similar crimes. American Psychology Association (2016) found ‘Johnston and her co-author, Andrew Joy, BS, also of Western New Mexico University, reviewed data on mass shootings amassed by media outlets, the FBI and advocacy organizations, as well as scholarly articles, to conclude that “media contagion” is largely responsible for the increase in these often deadly outbursts. They defined mass shootings as either attempts to kill multiple people who are not relatives or those resulting in injuries or fatalities in public places.’ Therefore, they are seeking this attention due to the media coverage of what offence they will commit, therefore any policing decisions made available to the public are going to be judged and scrutinised. 
Also, social media coverage can also impact the integrity and effectiveness of policing strategies during publicized public protection incidents. For example, media coverage can lead to the leaking of sensitive information that maybe detrimental to police investigations of public protection incidents. This can include details about the suspects, victims, and the investigation process. In addition, the media's focus on highly publicised incidents can distract attention from other crimes and incidents that may require police attention. Despite the potential negative impacts of media coverage on policing strategies, it can also have positive impacts. The media can provide valuable information to the public about how to stay safe during public protection incidents, such as providing instructions on how to evacuate a building or shelter in place. The media can also help to create a sense of community during these incidents, encouraging people to come together and support each other. Media coverage of high-pressure incidents can shape the public's perception of risk and threat, leading to increased pressure on police to take swift and decisive action to prevent further harm. This pressure can in turn influence police decision-making and response strategies. A study by Huq et al. (2011) found that media coverage of the 2005 London bombings led to increased public support for aggressive policing tactics, such as stop-and-search and surveillance, even in the absence of any evidence of a specific threat.
Furthermore, media coverage can affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents by creating pressure on police to respond quickly and decisively. Research has shown that media coverage of police shootings can lead to increased judgement and questioning in relation to police use of force, as well as increased public pressure to hold police accountable for their actions (Weitzer & Tuch, 2004) ’When incidents occur that pose a potential threat to public safety, the media often reports on the situation extensively and in real-time. This often creates a sense of urgency and pressure on police forces to respond quickly and effectively.’ This can lead to changes in police policies and training around use of force, as well as increased use of body worn video cameras to increase transparency and accountability and demonstrate honestly and integrity. Police officers must carefully consider how media coverage may be influencing public perceptions and expectations, and work to ensure that their response to public protection incidents is based on the best available information and evidence. 
In conclusion, media coverage plays a crucial role in shaping policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. Media coverage can also affect the level of public trust in law enforcement, which can have implications for how effectively law enforcement is able to carry out its duties. 
Additionally, media coverage can impact the level of honesty and accountability police forces face in relation to their professionalism and dealing of incidents. It is viral for the police to carefully consider how they communicate with the media and the public in order to effectively respond to these situations while maintaining public trust and confidence. In my research conducted, I can see the complexity and significance that the media coverage can have on policing strategies, and it is imperative that the police take this into account when developing their approaches to public protection incidents.



 











Essay three:
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
This essay will explore the effectivity of early intervention in preventing young people from offending or re-offending. Young people are susceptible to becoming involved in criminal activities due to various factors such as deprivation, no parental guidance, and peer pressure from their friends for example. Early intervention in preventing young people from offending or re-offending has been a subject of debate in every force across the globe. This essay aims to dive into the prevention and examine the effectiveness of early intervention in preventing young people from offending or re-offending.
Early intervention covers the identification of predominantly younger generations who are at risk of becoming involved in criminal activities and providing them with the guidance and support to prevent them from becoming offenders. Research suggests according to Early Intervention Foundation (2018), ‘Early intervention can be effective in reducing offending among young people. The report found that early intervention programs that provide support to young people who are at risk of offending can reduce the likelihood of them committing crimes in the future’ which ultimately reduces the chances of younger individuals becoming lifetime repeat offenders of crime. 
An example of an early intervention program is the Youth Offending Services ran in the United Kingdom. YOS’s work with young people who have been involved in criminal activities or are at risk of offending due to their upbringings or life choices which have left them starting life on the wrong foot. The program supports young people with teachings and training to prevent them from re-offending or even offending in the first place. Mair et al. (2016) discovered that YOS’s were effective in decreasing re-offending among younger generations. The study discovered that youths who participated in Youth Offending Services were less likely to re-offend than those who did not participate in the program.
Another example of an international early intervention program is the Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care program (MTFC) within the United States of America. The intervention provides youths who are at a disadvantage or vulnerable and could be exposed to offending, with a supportive foster family environment to grow and develop in. The intervention supports young people with counselling and education support to prevent them from becoming involved in criminal activities and deter them from making poor decisions or surrounding with family or friends who might pressure them into a life of crime. 
Chamberlain et al. (2017) found that ‘The Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care program was effective in reducing offending among young people. The study found that young people who participated in the program were less likely to become involved in criminal activities than those who did not participate in the program.’ From their official website, for example, a meta-analysis of 11 RCTs found that younger people who participated in MTFC were less likely to engage in ‘delinquent behaviour’ and had fewer arrests compared to those in control groups (Leve et al., 2012).
The younger generation reoffending is a common problem among young people across the globe who have been involved in criminal activities from an early age, either being born into a life of crime or developing into a criminal from life events or experiences. Many early intervention programs can be effective in preventing young people from offending in the first place or reoffending, Farrington et al. (2012) found that early intervention programs that provide young people with support and guidance can reduce the likelihood of them re-offending. The study also discovered that young people who participated in early intervention programs were less likely to re-offend than those who did not participate in the program. Therefore demonstrating the importance of early intervention, to prevent these individuals from going down the wrong path in life. 
One example of an early intervention program that is effective in preventing re-offending is the New Beginnings program in the United States. The program provides young people who have been involved in criminal activities with counselling, education, and training to prevent them from re-offending. DeGarmo et al. (2014) found that the New Beginnings program was effective in reducing re-offending among young people. This particular study revealed that those involved in the quota were less likely to re-offend later on, over those who did not.
Another example of an effective early intervention program in preventing re-offending is the Functional Family Therapy program in the United States of America. The program provides young people who have been involved in criminal activities with counselling and support to prevent them from re-offending. A study by Sexton et al. (2017) found that the FFT program was effective in reducing re-offending among young people. The study found that young people who participated in the program were less likely to re-offend than those who did not participate in the program.
In conclusion, early intervention programs can play a critical role in preventing young people from becoming involved in criminal activities and reducing re-offending rates. Various academic studies quoted in this essay have shown that early intervention programs that provide young people with counselling, education, and support can be effective in preventing offending and reducing re-offending rates. Moreover, it is crucial to note that not all early intervention programs are effective as each other, and more research is needed to identify the most effective interventions and to improve existing programs. Additionally, early intervention programs must be adequately funded and supported to ensure their effectiveness. 
Overall to conclude, early intervention is an important contribution in preventing young people from becoming involved in criminal activities and reducing re-offending rates, and police forces worldwide should focus on early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending.










Essay four:
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You 
may make reference to relevant case studies.
This essay will examine the research, information and evidence surrounding partnership approaches to determine whether they are the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders. The rehabilitation of offenders is an issue that has been studied extensively by researches across the globe. There have been many approaches that have been introduced to address rehabilitation, with partnership approaches being one of the favourites. Partnership approaches involve collaboration between different agencies, such as the criminal justice system, community organizations, and social services, to provide support and services to offenders. The effectiveness of partnership approaches in rehabilitating offenders is a topic of ongoing debate, with some arguing that they are the most effective means of rehabilitation, while others suggest that alternative approaches may be more effective. 
Firstly, The National Partnership agreement for employment and welfare support in custody and the community (2019 to 2022) covers the effectiveness of rehabilitation. The agreement sets out to define responsibilities and roles of each partner, an overview for interactions between each of the services in the agreement and then work together and share the objectives. One of the main supporting points of partnership approaches covered in the National Partnership Agreement is that they can provide offenders with a range of support and services that address the underlying causes of their offending behaviour, and the solutions to rehabilitation. 
Research from the NPA has shown that many offenders have complex needs that require a multi-faceted approach to address. For example, offenders may struggle with drug or alcohol addiction, housing insecurity, mental health concerns also among other things. Partnership approaches can bring together different agencies and service providers to address these issues in a coordinated and comprehensive way. By providing a range of support and services, offenders are more likely to overcome the underlying issues that led to their offending behaviour and reduce their risk of reoffending.
A number of case studies have shown the effectiveness of partnership approaches in rehabilitating offenders. For example, the New Zealand Department of Corrections has implemented a partnership approach to reduce reoffending rates. This approach involves collaboration between the Department of Corrections, community organizations, and other agencies to provide a range of support and services to offenders. The program has been successful in reducing reoffending rates, with a 6.1% reduction in reoffending for offenders who participated in the program compared to those who did not. Ministry of Justice (2021)
Another argument in support of partnership approaches is that they can provide offenders with a sense of social support and belonging. Research has shown that social isolation is a significant risk factor for offending behaviour. By providing offenders with a supportive community, partnership approaches can reduce their sense of isolation and increase their sense of belonging. This can help to reduce the risk of reoffending by providing offenders with a sense of purpose and connection to their community (P.A.C.T 2012)
A concern is that partnership approaches may not be suitable for all offenders. Some offenders may require more intensive and structured interventions, such as cognitive-behavioural therapy. National Institute of Corrections 2010 states ‘Cognitive behavioural therapy has been found to be effective with juvenile and adult offenders; substance abusing and violent offenders; and probationers, prisoners, and parolees. It is effective in various criminal justice settings, both in institutions and in the community, and addresses a host of problems associated with criminal behaviour.’ 
However, there are also arguments against partnership approaches with concerns is that they may be too complex and difficult to implement effectively for every offender, meaning that certain individuals won’t benefit. Partnership approaches involve working between a range of different people and partnerships, each with their own priorities and objectives. This can lead to confusion and a lack of coordination, which may undermine the integrity of the rehabilitation. Additionally, partnership approaches require significant resources and funding, which may be difficult to obtain in the current economic climate.
Furthermore, there is a concern that partnership approaches may be too focused on the individual offender, and not enough on addressing the factors that contribute to offending behaviour. Research has shown that social inequality, poverty, and lack of access to education and employment opportunities are significant risk factors for offending behaviour. Partnership approaches may not be able to address those issues, which could limit their effectiveness in reducing reoffending rates.
In conclusion, the effectiveness of partnership approaches in rehabilitating offenders is a complex issue that requires careful consideration of the evidence and arguments on both sides. While there is evidence to suggest that partnership approaches can be effective in addressing the underlying issues that contribute to offending behaviour, there are also concerns that they may be too complex and resource intensive.
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