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Prophetic Pornography

If God is male, then the male is God.
Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father

What 1s an essentially simple act of identification
when the reader of the story is male becomes 2
tangle of contradictions when the reader is
female.

Judith Fetterley, The Resisting Reader

Feminist criticism has made us more aware of the problem of the
prevalence of violence against women in the Bible, from mass violence

- against anonymous women—as in cases of war where we frequently
find the command to destroy completely entire cities, including women
and children (e.g., Deut. 2.34; 7.1-5; Josh. 6.21; 8.24-25; Judg.
21.10-14; 1 Sam. 15.3} and where the rape or humiliation of captive
women is taken for granted (Judg. 5.30; Lam. 5.11; Amos 4.2-3;
T.17)—to individual cases, such as the rape, murder, and dismember-
ment of the Levite’s wife in Judges 19; the rapes of Dinah (Gen. 34),
Tamar (2 Sam. 13), and ten of David’s wives (2 Sam. 16.21-22); the
abduction of the dancers at Shiloh (Judg. 21.19-23); the sexual appro-
priation and later expulsion of Hagar (Gen. 16; 21); the slaughter of
Cozbi the Midianite (Num. 25). And so on.

It is noe the intention of this chapter to chronicle instances of bibli-
¢l violence against women. Rather I want to examine a particularly
pernicious form of biblical violence against women where the per-
petrator is not a collective, such as an army plundering cities, nor
particular ‘evil men’ but the deity himself: sexual violence where God
dppears as the subject and the object of his abuse is personified Israel/
Judah/Jerusalen,! The fact that chis is metaphorical violence does not

I, Tuse the term *his' for God since God is a character in these texts who is male
i_'-!'_-‘i'ltlﬁcd, and I capitalize ‘God’ as though it were a proper name when referring to
this character, Foreign cities or nations personified as women are also sexually abused
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128 Plotted, Shot, and Painted

perceived by the woman as lover and provider, and to reclaim her

affections, Yhwh describes himself in precisely the same terms. He depicts

himself as giver of grain, wine and oil (precisely the same items attributed

to Baal) and pledges to ‘seduce’ the woman and to become, effectively, no |
longer stern husband bug rival lover... The text rejects Baal's name but |
not his function: in 2.14 Yhwh pledges to lay waster her lovers’ vines and

fig trees, and in 2.17 he promises to give her his own. Ironically, before he

can give, Yhwh must clear the ground of the previous giving, and the god

who claims he is original promises to repeat Baal's act of provision under

a different name.” .

a

Deconstruction questions the fundamental logic of binary opposi-
tion {male/female, culture/nature, rational/emotional, objective/
subjective) and staunchly refuses to privilege either side of an opposi-
tion, or violent hierarchy, over its opposite. As the example from
Hosea illustrates, it unsettles the position, held by biblical narrators and
critical commentators alike, that the divine husband is in the right and
his wife is in the wrong by showing that the text cannot maintain this
distinction. Reading deconstructively offers a way of moving beyond
an either/or approach that would have us either affirm biblical por-
trayals of women as positive or reject them as hopelessly negative.” ‘
By foregrounding what is repressed, displaced, and undecidable, it
draws attention to the inevitable traces of the woman’s point of view, i
in male-authored texts, traces that subvert the texts’ patriarchal !
authority. If the voice of the other is always already inscribed within -
patriarchal discourse, then women are not simply its objects, and by
taking a subject position of their own (no less shifting and unstable
than the male subject position), they cease to be powerless. !

Though T have listed them separately for the purposes of discussion, ‘
these various ways of dealing with gender-biased prophetic rhetoric
overlap, and the important work currently being done on this topic
draws on all of them.” Taken together they constitute not a solution
to the ethical problem of biblical violence against women but an
important rhetorical counter-strategy for dealing with it.

74. The Prostitute and the Prophet, p. 224.

75. See David Rutledge, ‘Faithful Reading: Poststructuralism and the Sacred’,
Biblical Interpretation, forthcoming.

76. Especially the studies mentioned above by Shields, Brenner and van Dijk-
Hemmes, Gordon and Washington, Diamond and O'Connor, and Sherwood.




