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DESCRIBE THE WELL-BEING ACT OF WALES 2015 ANCONSIDER HOW IT MIGHT ASPIRE TO IMPROVE THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL WELL-BEING OF WALES.
INTRODUCTION
This assignment will describe the development of Policy and Legislation, A brief history on how we came to support and produce an Act on the future Well-Being of Wales. This assignment will explain and give an understanding on the context of policy development and the impact on Social Inclusion and Well-Being. This will give definitions and key terms and look at the concepts in which supports the debate within Social Policy. A description about ‘The National conversation’, The social services and well-being act 2014 as well as our Future Generations Act 2015.A critical analysis of how it is in Wales as one voice in a minority.
Past history, has shown us that we have tried to improve, aspire and promote well-being for a very long time. The government has been slow in implementing such Acts due to Red lines and Bureaucracy. Certain Acts will be slower to implement and the longer we wait the bigger the problem as I will show further on in this assignment.  An endless amount of research was conducted when legislations are brought in, however, Do the public feel the Government are inspiring? and how much do they feel our Well-Being is imperative all over Wales a small part of the United Kingdom. 
(BOCHEL 2009) states “Social Policy and administration is about the welfare and well-being within society. It focuses on the ways in which different societies understand the means of their population”. I agree with this, if we understand our means and how we would like to live as a country perhaps our well-being would improve, but as we are not in control, it is the Governments responsibility to its public to gain RELEVANT information on what its people want and need and to implement it correctly. The public will take care of the rest….
In 2011 ‘The White Paper’ was published and outlined supported care, they also took in to consideration their economic situation within care including Public Services. Four years later in 2014, the Social Services and well-being act was produced. This Act stated it wanted to improve care within social services and supported needs to others. Their plan was to meet the needs of the vulnerable and children. The act was supported by our NHS and is now in partnership with them. The NHS continues to this day to be monumental with our Health care system. ‘In 1948 we were assured that all our health care was free, an economist and social reformer at this time had issued THE BEVERIDGE REPORT(1942), this was written by Sir William Beveridge he was associated with the development of the welfare state, his book led the way ‘Social Insurance and Allied services’, it presented work on our Social Security’(Beveridge, W. 1942). This year the National conversation also took place it was based in Wales and outlined sustainability within Wales “THE WALES WE WANT” (CYNNAL CYMRU 2014). The Welsh Government and Cynnal Cymru worked together both wanting the public to speak out and be heard. This is one of the few legislations around the world to concentrate on sustainability, the UN (United Nations) now see what we are implementing in Wales and we are leading the way for a better well-being. ‘Well-being is more than just happiness as well as feeling satisfied and happy, well-being means developing as a person being fulfilled and making a contribution to society’ (MARKS AND SHAH 2004). In 2015 the future generations and well-being act was formed and finalised into an act implementing all above into a singular act where now we delve more in depth into the economy, environment and social care and how it affects Wales, not many people focus on sustainability, some don’t understand it. As we are more of a Consumer market everything we want to buy and get is out there, there is a need to see how each live, taking personal responsibility also We have forgotten to look after each other. There needs to be more information for the public on what the government in Wales represents and what sustainability means.
“A sustainable future is one in which a healthy environment, economic prosperity and social justice are pursued simultaneously to ensure the well-being and quality of life of present and future generations. Education is crucial to attaining that future” (Learning for a Sustainable Future-Teacher Centre 2018).
This act brought together 44 public bodies all over Wales, Representing economics, their social environment also the cultural well-being of Wales in accordance with sustainable living.  A   collaboration of important public bodies that have been brought together to build the FGWA for example Governors, commissioners, Complaints committee, Advisory Panels, Welsh Ministers, Local Health Boards and Local Authority these public bodies are vital they want to provide and deliver public services. Some Public bodies are separate from the Government, act on their own to deliver the voices of Wales, they research all areas gathering information and then relaying it back to the advisory board which then is delivered to the Governing bodies. What they found was that there is an abundance of poverty and deprivation in Wales which needed to be addressed urgently and it affects the people in so many ways not just externally but internally whether its financial issues, poverty, 
food, isolation, employment, housing, housing conditions, landlords, no heating in winter months, not enough care for the young and old, not enough care for the carers, Single parents, loneliness, mental illnesses, drugs, areas of poverty where u live, transport from these areas to get work, Shopping, School Runs, Appointments. Who benefits and who doesn’t? What mental impact does it personally have and what happens to the Community? social Inclusion Not social exclusion. The Welsh Government are proactive, now looking long term in all areas, they will get involved and collaborate with the country to prevent long term issues and continue to promote continuous care of the public. People want to be enlightened, they want change, an idea, a thought, a modernistic act to understanding the people, their welfare, they’re well-being and of course one voice.
Since the Act was produced three years ago, the public feels like nothing has changed, where does the money for wales get distributed too?  whether it be lottery grants or government grants, most people are unaware. are the poorer sections really benefiting? does the government know about what they are trying to implement? They are looking at all areas and have found themselves challenged I believe with the social and cultural well-being of this great country. Most people who live in wales are nationalists so the FGWA is a welcoming change to just concentrate on Wales and not incorporate us in the United Kingdom completely, because Wales then becomes invisible, this is the bigger problem as to what I was trying to explain earlier on in this assignment, Let’s explain. “Moral values are fundamental to judgement” Glautier , M (2013).
Family is where well-being should begin, it becomes hard to create a stable family home when there are no homes to be had, there are so many deprived areas in Wales that there is no housing , we rejoiced when council housing became available as it meant affordable housing not everyone could be a home owner and there are so many red tapes now that it becomes impossible to own your own home. The other option would be to have a private rented house, red tapes involved again with rising rent, landlords that don’t want to look after their property or their tenants and also bonds and administrative fees, who is really benefiting ?, no council housing left , everything has been left derelict even employment can be impossible in certain areas as most stores now are moving to where the money is, leaving the smaller towns to decay. Employment can give you some sense of self- worth, you feel like you contribute to society, but what happens when there is no housing and no employment? Everyone’s mental health will deteriorate in some way as we struggle with home life and what lack of money is brought in to establish sustainable living. All people really want is their health, good job, a home and friends. When they don’t have these their minds go numb and the world becomes a lot smaller, these issues would affect you mentally not to mention any underlying issues with health to begin with. This is what the Welsh Government are looking at and trying to prevent as they have now noticed that Isolation, depression and loneliness are key points, that need addressing quickly, prioritising the needs of the many. These three issues are affecting so many people, without jobs, without community, without housing even the elderly who may not see people from one day to the next total isolation, Single parents who feel isolated, depressed not to mention the effect it would have on the children. People tend to stay in more as there is nothing to be motivated by or enthused by. There are many that feel totally excluded from society, what a lonely place to be. What really has been done to inspire?
CONCLUSION
What everyone forgets is that we are all born into an institution, you can have every choice you want within the Government Guidelines. When it comes to our well-being its each to their own, divided. We are responsible for ourselves and our well-being whether the government says so or not, Action is needed by the individual and as a community, perhaps then society would be more inclusion instead of exclusion. We are in absolute poverty and cannot afford the basic needs in life. Over the last three years the government has tried implementing schemes to help, Food banks have appeared everywhere for those in need however it depends on size of family and you can only have so many a year. Some people see it differently as understanding the need why its there but there are others that do get embarrassed and cannot understand why they have come to this. Many supermarkets are now required donate any spare food going to waste and distribute them to certain charities. Raising awareness through homelessness ‘ Week on the streets’( Shaw Naysmyth ,T ) The homeless population has increased due to no housing and with no housing there is no benefits so therefore no housing, as you have to present an address, for some this will not happen, red tape again!, however sleeping bags, tents, cold weather packs and dried food are given out at certain charities. Mobile soup kitchens are now set up, in bigger populations they are more frequent but for the smaller town it is limited. The elderly and people with disabilities attend Walking football, this is great for all who feel isolated or have ill health, exercise and fresh air is the key. This year the National lottery funded a group called ‘Music in Mind’, its main mission to bring everyone together to join voices and sing, this is part of combating loneliness. The Fishing Industry has declined over years with the amount of fish allowed to catch, however this might change once we come out of the EU and the laws will be loosened which would allow Wales to Catch and eat fish as many as they want. People are starting their own gardens to combat hunger, this is a great form of sustainable living, before the hi- tech world got involved. Economically wind turbines and solar panels are on the increase, sustainable again on free energy. Swansea was in the running for a tidal lagoon in 2012 which would have meant an Eco friendly way of generating electricity, providing jobs in building the infrastructure and continued employment for those working on the project after ,however it was rejected by the British government in favour for the nuclear site and shale gas option (Fracking) on Hinkley point in England, the less costly option rather than go down the eco friendly route by using the tides “UK fracking to begin in earnest in 2018 after a tough year for industry”(The Guardian 2017). With tartar steel closing in port Talbot this left a gap with employment which could have been filled with a renewable sustainable energy sources which would not be harmful to the environment but did not generate mass profits. Certain charities have been set up to combat exclusion in South Wales, one notable charity needs to be mentioned AIL GYFLE, for their outstanding contribution for generating support within the community working with people with additional needs and mental health issues. Founder and Director of local charity (S. Waters 2018) state’s that” the welsh government are ahead of their time and that ‘AIL GYFLE’ are proud to be part of the beginning of social prescribing within Carmarthenshire”. This is a massive contribution to a deprived area that struggles to obtain government funding. School’s in Wales are helping the fight against poverty by handing in their old uniforms in to schools as parents noticed the price of uniform is more costly now than it was 10 years ago and appreciate any help, it saves waste and the uniforms are reusable ,Prices for uniform has increased so much that parents now find it hard to provide the correct uniform, and correct uniform is vital in school as many have felt excluded due to how they look ,School’s are combating this and listening to what parents are having issues with and tackling it head on so that no one feels excluded. There are over 1,000 children in Wales attending primary school and learning the welsh language, thank you to S4C also leading the way. Welsh language is compulsory in Wales, it is on the syllabus for learning throughout wales. This should be compulsory to learn about their Welsh Heritage and of course speak the Welsh Language, children are encouraged to learn, however not all teach about Welsh Heritage. The next generation should have the knowledge on where they came from, giving the children an identity that they are Welsh and proud of where they come from to start with, this is why in Wales information is critical for the public to have the right knowledge and understanding of the country, it may run differently. We aspire to be better and to do better take care of each other make exclusion a thing of the past, grow your own food learn to sustain themselves, Give a kind hand to others as all are in times of need. We are making a mark in government in small portions at the moment, we have 40 MPS out of 600 sitting in parliament all deliberating on how to help their constituencies. Forty is a good start considering what they have to contend with, over time it will increase and we will stand up and be noticed “THE WALES WE WANT”.
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