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Analysis

This paper will analyse two separate story telling sessions. One traditional book and the other in a digital format. There are many benefits to storytelling in context of both language and literacy. Reading to children is important as early on as in the womb. Babies are able to familiarise themselves with caregivers’ voices. Unborn babies also have the ability to differentiate sounds and are sensitive to native language. When reading to the bump babies can distinguish rhythm patterns. (University of Kansas,2017) Overall reading during pregnancy has many positive effects, the babies heart rate drops, increased attention span and concentration stores repetitive. Between twelve to fifteen months, it is classed as the holophrastic stage this is when the child will begin to make sense of speech, utter sounds that resemble words, primary words usually people's names, followed by nouns, then actions. (Neaum, 2012) (Atzlinger, 2019) When the child is between the ages one and two Bruner’s Language acquisition support system (LASS) states that children associate routine with language for example, tidying up with a tidy up song. (Bakhurst and Shanker,2001) Chomsky also furthers this point by stating that children learn quickly and develop language as they mature through everyday experiences. (Allott, 2019) This shows that a combined method of traditional and digital literacy can better the child's language development. 

Repetition is defined as the use of the same word or phrase multiple times and is a fundamental poetic technique. Young children are surrounded by aspects that they do not understand, when reading to children by repeating the same word multiple times they are more likely to remember it and add it to their everyday vocabulary. At five to six years old children have the vocabulary of 6,000 words children learn new words by repeating them and listening. (Welsh Government, 2019 a) Repetition benefits children's literacy in numerus ways for example children may repeat words back to caregivers and practitioners as they learn them and repeatedly write it down. (Welsh Government, 2019b) Young children may even attempt to imitate the word if not able to say it completely. 

Queensland Government (2020) states that children often ask questions this can provide an opportunity to introduce new words and even find answers together. Reading and communicating and exploring with children is great to keep their brains active. Throughout the storytelling session many words are repeated for example “were going on a bear hunt, were going to catch a big one, what a beautiful day, were not scared” is repeated a total of six times. Towards the end of the story the children started to take part and join in. This can boost all of the children's self-esteem. 

The storyteller promoted repetition by changing their tone of voice and asking the children what they think is going to happen next. Intonation describes how the voice rises and falls during speech. (Cruttenden, 1997) Throughout the sessions the storytellers voice changes when the storyteller seems afraid of the bear their voice changes dramatically. Repetition helps language development as reading the same story or words offers the child something new each time, they hear it. The child might view the story in a different light. With every exposure to a word practitioner are giving the child the opportunity to learn even more and gain a better understanding. Repetition through reading also assist with language acquisition in young children. Each repetition helps solidify the noun, verb or adjective. Repetition can also provide children with emotional comfort through routine. Lev Vygotsky states that children have a zone of proximal development (ZPD) when they are learning a new skill. When the child has experienced learning new vocabulary through repetition, they can master it. (Smith, Dockrell, and Tomlinson, 1997). 

Throughout the session the storyteller repeatedly pointed at objects and words linking them to each other this is defined as labelling. Jean Aitchison created a theory consisting of three stages one of which being labelling. (Aitchison, 2008) Labelling is effective as it allows children to see what the words are. Repetition was also used in the digital literacy session as it was the same story and words were repeated throughout. 

Digital repetition is used every day in settings as children listen and watch the letter and sounds song every morning. Due to the repeated use of going online to retrieve a story, the children’s digital literacy skills are enhanced as a result of observing the practitioner. On occasions the practitioner can promote independence by getting the children to select a digital story. Howard gardener’s theory of multiple intelligences proposes that children are not born with all of the intelligence they will ever have and that they gain it over time by storing knowledge. (Gardner and Furuzawa,2023) As a result of the children observing they are then able to successfully find and play a story themselves. 

BBC (2023) states that onomatopoeia is defined as the naming of a thing or action by imitation of natural sounds that they describe for example bang, pop, and buzz. Onomatopoeia benefits children’s literacy as it can add excitement, action, and interest the audience to hear and remember the words. Onomatopoeia is also included to make the children laugh and add humour. (Subhasish,2014) Furthermore, it can add emotion to make the writing more fun, expressive, and vivid. It allows the audience to use and stimulate other senses in order to form an understanding of what is taking place, helping the story to flow. In addition, onomatopoeia allows the reader to imagine what they might be hearing and resembles real life by capturing the sounds of everyday life in language. On one hand, onomatopoeia provides a different perspective and opens up the world the story is set in. On the other hand, onomatopoeia can be overused by too many interjections or in one-word sentences. 

Throughout the story telling session the children learnt the sounds and associated them with weather conditions for example, swishy swashy in relation to the grass. Children learn to recognise how sounds are represented alphabetically and identify some letter sounds through storytelling. Victoria state Government (2019) states that phonics is essential for children to excel in reading, writing, and spelling. To contrast Viktor Lowenfeld believes that children need to draw before they can write to learn how to grasp a pencil. (Fussell, 2022)

 In the traditional storytelling session held outside the storyteller used the discovery bottles to make sound by shaking them whilst using onomatopoeia by talking this enables the children to make a link between the sound coming from the bottle and the words that the reader is speaking. During the digital literacy session onomatopoeia was also used whilst the storyteller was narrating the video. Timing was vital during this aspect of the video so that the sounds matched the images on the screen, not to confuse the children. Actions were also used throughout to accompany the sounds so that the children could engage their senses and imagination. 

In the 2015 review regarding the foundation phase Donaldson states in his report that digital literacy is as important in the twenty first century as literacy and numeracy. (Donaldson, 2015) National literacy trust (2020) also states that digital literacy is important as it prepares children for the future in a digital workplace. Laing (2019) states that onomatopoeia appears in very high quantities in many young children's earliest words and help to prompt children into expanding their vocabulary. To compare Neaum (2021) also says that onomatopoeia is one of the sages before phonics. Child directed speech was used throughout both sessions alongside onomatopoeia as the practitioners’ voice went higher when making sounds and more simplified when asking questions. Motherese (baby talk) was also used when the storyteller said ‘doggy’ followed by a bark. Motherese boosts language and social development. At a young age child are encouraged to talk and use sounds through motherese resulting in the child having a broader vocabulary in the future. (Fernald,1985) (Today’s parent ,2019)

Props are defined as an object used during a performance to enhance enjoyment and understanding for the audience. Props were beneficial during the storytelling session as it enticed the children's interest and kept them intrigued/ engaged. (Brun,2019) Props also sparked the children's imagination and are suitable for all ages and abilities. Furthermore, Bruner states that pictures and props make the story come alive. (Smidt, 2011) 

The storyteller used a teddy bear in both the traditional and digital sessions to point out facial features, this allowed the children to familiarise themselves with them in a realistic way. Whilst reading the storyteller wore a brown fluffy coat to enhance the texture and colour of a bear’s fur. Vygotsky believes that the role of the storyteller is important and that they add to the overall story. (Collins, 1999) Discovery bottles were also created for the traditional storytelling session so that the children were able to interact with the realistic weather conditions that were observed throughout the book. By the storyteller using cotton wool to represent the snow symbolic representation was used. The verity of textures also stimulates the children's cognitive development. Props created opportunities for sharing as the discovery bottles were passed round and turns were taken. 

Using the props, the storyteller was able to question the children further asking what the mud and rain felt like. Furthermore, what animals live in them conditions. Children asking and being asked questions promotes their oracy. Skinner enhances this point by stating that communicative skills such as questioning are important. At 5 years old questions and discussions are used for enquiring and informing. If adults do not respond to the child, then this may affect they child's self-esteem in a negative way. Adults may use excuses such as they are busy to not respond to the child. (Petrie,2011) From just a number of props the storyteller was able to enrich the children's experience and development. 

The traditional storytelling session also took place outdoors allowing the storyteller to use real grass and fresh air to create the feel like the children were going on a bear hunt themselves. The digital session took place indoors on a carpet with pillows for the children allowing them to feel relaxed, calm, and comfy whilst being read to. The television was used to show the children the story in a digital format making it more realistic and flow. Some children stated that it felt like a treat as they were watching it on the big screen. The new curriculum for Wales encourages the use of digital formats to progress children's literacy skills. (Welsh Government,2020) However, too few computers, outdated hardware and unexperienced practitioners are all factors that need to be considered. Eric Lenneberg states that language is natural but is triggered by the child's environment. (Lenneberg and Lenneberg, 2014) Piaget furthers this by stating that the child's environment stimulates literacy through props, materials, sounds and voices. (Hinde and Perry, 2007) To compare skinner also believes that voices and emotions in stories introduce children to emotional literacy for example when the family were scared of the bear the storyteller put on a worried voice. (O’Donohue, and Ferguson, 2001) Bruno Bettelheim theory also introduces children to emotional literacy. Props can also have emotional impact as it could be an item that the child is attached to and finds comfort from. There are however some negative aspects to using props the children may become easily distracted and therefore not pay attention to what they storyteller is reading. If the practitioner is reading to a large group of children and passing the prop around at the end there may not be enough time for every child to hold, the prop. The third point is that the children could be uninterested by the props, and they add nothing to the story. 

To conclude the main points to take away from this analysis are that reading provides young children with a sense of safety and allows them to form attachments with caregivers. (Pichère, Cadiat, and Probert, 2015) In the future some practitioners would hope to see more digital literacy opportunities given to the children in their settings and that being budgeted for by the local schools. In order to enhance the children's learning and development as not all children find it useful to learn from the traditional way. Practitioners also require more training in regard to digital literacy to feel confident and pass on their knowledge to the children. Vygotsky’s theory of learning from the more knowledgeable other comes in to play here whether practitioners learn from children in their setting or a professional. (Cicconi, 2014).
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