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Introduction
Welcome. My name is Alysha Lloyd student number 2305354 and module number today is ECEY4004. 

The purpose of the presentation is to discuss multilingualism and multi-thinking. There will be five parts; to begin with the benefits will be discussed, then EAL and WAL will be touch upon, followed by brain development, then divergent think and finally frameworks and policies. 

Early Years Alliance (no date) argues that bilingualism is when an individual has the capacity to communicate in more than one language. In addition to this, Soler- Carbonell (2014) states that multilingualism is when an individual is able to communicate in a number of languages in tandem and individually. 

Benefits
There are a variety of benefits to being both bilingual and multilingual, however for the purpose of this presentation education success and cultural awareness will be discussed.  Royal Economic Society (2017) argue that bilingual children tend to achieve better test scores regardless of their wealth, schooling, or background, thus have better academic success. Moreover, Baker (no date) maintains the idea of bilingual children having educational benefits and furthers this by stating the success is due to thinking advantages. 

However, World Humanitarian Movement (2023) argue that children who are bilingual may face language confusion and delay due to the child having to navigate and distinguish between two languages.

Additionally, U.S Department of Education (no date) and Raising Children (2023) argue that bilingualism encourages children to develop their self-worth, belonging and identity as well as strong ties with their family, community, and culture. This is due to children being confident to converse with family members who only speak their heritage language and learn a wealth of knowledge from them through stories, music, and literature. 
Furthermore, the UNCRC highlights that every child has a right to an identity (article 8), every child had a right to an education that respects their culture along with the culture of others (Article 29) and that every child has the right to practice and enjoy their own language, religion and culture (Article 30) (save the children, no date).
I
n addition to this, Maryel School (2023) and Baker (no date) argue that bilingual children are exposed to wider cultural experiences and therefore develop greater tolerance and respect for the traditions, beliefs, and cultures of others.

WAL/EAL
According to Pembrokeshire County Council (2024) children who uses English as an additional language (EAL) or Welsh as an additional language (WAL) have an alternative first language to the settings target language.  

Moreover, EduCare (no date) suggest one technique to teach children the target language of the setting is the immersion method; this is when the target language is used within the setting rather than the child's mother tongue language. Further to this, Multilingual Montessori (2021) suggests the sandwich technique is beneficial for individuals learning in an additional language, this is a bilingual approach where the practitioner alternates between the settings target language and a child’s mother tongue language. This method can be seen being carried out by the practitioner in part 1. 

Additionally, Ni Direct Government Services (no date) argues that play is essential for social, emotional, and cognitive development. Moreover, this is maintained by Piaget’s theory that play is important for cognitive development in children (Smith 2009). Furthermore, Early Years Matters (2009) playful learning experiences such as songs, rhymes and stories encourage children to be independent, creative and confident.  During part 1 the practitioner can be seen making the learning playful and including songs and stories. Further to this, Early Years Wales (no date) state play allows children to develop their vocabulary in a natural environment from their peers. Likewise, Vygotsky theory highlights the importance of children learning through play and experiences with others who are more knowledgeable (Gowrie, no date).  


Moreover, Crosse (2007) states EAL children benefit from observations as it allows practitioners to observe the child's language development as well as their emotional needs, interests, achievements and learning styles. The wealth of knowledge the practitioner gathers from observations can be share to other trained professionals and used to support the child within the setting and ensure their individual needs are met. 

In addition to this, Right choice (no date) state that EAL children need to see examples of their culture, first language, heritage within the curriculum, literature, and surrounding environment.  Moreover, their multilingualism should be encouraged and valued at both school and home which will allow the child to feel confident about their heritage. Likewise, Mistry and Sood (2015) highlight Vygotsky’s socio-cultural theory that claims development in children is fundamentally social and occurs as a result of cultural, social, historical, and lived experiences. Therefore, it is important that early year’s settings encourage EAL and WAL children to develop and further their first language and culture. 

However, EAL and WAL children face a number of challenges when in early years settings. University Of Cambridge (no date) highlights that parents of some EAL students have difficulties conversing in English which can lead to miscommunication.  Further to this, Mistry and Sood (2010) argue that early year’s practitioners lack training and can be culturally unaware when supporting EAL children due to financial constraints and other school priorities. 

Brain development 
According to Spence (2022) individuals who began learning two languages simultaneously from early childhood have a denser grey matter, this is due to their brain containing more neurons. Moreover, the brain of a bilingual has increased white matter integrity in comparison to individuals who only speak one language. Thus, their experience of learning an additional language increases an individual’s mental capacity. 

In addition to this, Yang (2017) and Grundy and Timmer (2017) Claim that bilingual individuals have better cognitive control in comparison to monolinguals. They suggest that this is due to bilinguals having to process and maintain two languages within their brain simultaneously and therefore have a higher working memory. 
Further to this, Tubby (2017) suggests that bilingual individuals have an increased cognitive reserve and therefore develop symptoms of diseases such as Alzheimer’s and dementia later in life in comparison to monolog individuals. 

Divergent thinking
The University of Texas at Austin (no date) states divergent thinking is a creative problem-solving process which generates numerous ideas and solutions freely.  

Kharkhurin, Koncha and Charkhabi (2022) argue that due multilinguals having multicultural experiences, complex language capabilities, and multicultural curiosity they are creative, flexible, and open-minded thinkers and therefore tend to be successful divergent thinkers.  Likewise, Xia, An and Guo (Goo) (2022) suggest that bilingual individual tend to have greater creativity in comparison with monolinguals, this is due to bilingualist having greater cogitative control which makes them competent divergent thinkers. 

However, Booton et al. (2021) argues that in recent studies there were no difference in performance of both bilingual and monolingual children in divergent thinking tasks and therefore although bilingualism has numerous benefits for young children, divergent thinking is not one. 

Framework and programs 

According to Welsh Government (2021) across the whole curriculum there is an aim to support children to learn and gain knowledge in Welsh, English, and other international languages. Moreover, Thomas (2019) argues the Welsh curriculum inspires and educates children on the importance and usefulness of languages and being bilingual and multilingual. Further to this, Welsh Government (2023) highlights the curriculum and Assessment Act 2021 which requires children in Wales to learn the Welsh language.

Additionally, Roberts (no date) states the new curriculum will offer children in English medium schools more opportunities to learn through the Welsh language as well as use the language. Furthermore, Thomas (2019) states the Welsh curriculum no longer uses terms such as first and second language and therefore creates a more inclusive environment and encourages children from non-Welsh backgrounds to consider themselves bilingual and apart of the Welsh-speaking world. 

Further to this, by 2050 The Welsh Government has a target of 1 million Welsh speakers (Welsh Government, 2024). Moreover, Roberts (no date) argues that one way the Welsh Government plans to hit this target is by expanding Welsh medium education by 40% by the end of 2050. 



To conclude, the arguments presented suggest that there are numerous benefits to being bilingual such as academic success and cultural awareness. However, funding is a draw back and practitioners lack training and resources to support and further some EAL and WAL children. 

This module has raised my interests in the Welsh language and has educated me on the importance of the language and culture. By 2050, I aim to be 1 of the 1 million individuals who enjoy and confidently speak the Welsh language. 

Thank you for listening. 
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