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[bookmark: _Toc56785132]1.0 Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc56785133]1.1 Background of the study
The main motive of the research study is to describe the impact of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) and it is done with the collection of primary as well as secondary data analysis. In the research report, a different questionnaire is developed based on the impact of the virtual learning environment on the learning experience of each student. It can be noted that due to the current situation of coronavirus pandemic, all the students are debarred from attending their daily classes physically. They are allowed by their educational authorities to attend the classes in the virtual form due to the problems related to social distancing. In the United Kingdom, as per the government rules and regulations, all the colleges and universities are closed and it will remain till the dissolve of the coronavirus second phase from the country.
[bookmark: _Toc56785134]1.2 Aim of the research 
The main aim of the research is to identify the impact of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) on the students in the coronavirus pandemic situation. The subsidiary aim of the study is to describe the experiences of the students while evaluating the Virtual learning environment (VLE) those are engaged with University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc56785135]1.3 Overview of the paper 
According to the present situation of the coronavirus pandemic situation, it can be observed that there are many positive as well as negative impacts of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) on the students. It has positive impacts on the varied aspects those are related to the promotion of actual reflection of students, accommodation with the constant needs, and increment in the standard of enthusiasm as well as confidence (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). Furthermore, it can be noted that Virtual learning environment (VLE) also increases the readiness to learn and therefore improving the course assessment performances simultaneously. On the other hand, there are also some negative impacts of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) on the students, where it is considered as not the best way to teach some students which are based on the piece of complex machinery. The human-to-human contact is not offered by the Virtual learning environment (VLE) that limits the core opportunities and learning possibilities of the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc56785136]2.0 Rationale
In case of the core rationale of the study, it can be understood that there are diverse loopholes and negative impacts of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) on the students studying in the aforesaid mentioned university. The potential disadvantages of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) need to be rectified in a prioritized manner. It includes the irrelevant simulations and unrealistic solutions and it is structured in such a manner that does not reflect on the organizational structure and learning design of the concerned university (Annansingh, 2019). Within the Virtual learning environment (VLE), there are also limited types of engagements and feedbacks and therefore increases the learner’s isolation at the same point of time. Furthermore, the technical issues and problems are also attached to the concept of virtual learning and specializations those are very harmful to the students (Straková and Cimermanová, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc56785137]3.0 Objectives 
The main research objectives of the research study are mentioned below
· To identify the positive as well as negative impacts of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To identify the current mindset and demands of the students regarding the virtual learning programs delivered by the university
· To identify the solutions for mitigating the negative approaches of the Virtual learning environment programs in the university for a better future
[bookmark: _Toc56785138]4.0 Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc56785139]4.1 Positive and Negative Impact of the Virtual learning environment on students 
The Virtual learning environment is one of the important programs that have been instigated by different universities all around the globe for maintaining the continuance of the academic portfolios. The learning system of the students cannot be stopped due to the disastrous coronavirus pandemic situation and therefore virtual learning methodology has been injected for the goodness of the industry. According to Ouherrou et al. (2019), it can be noted that in the last six months of lockdown phase in the United Kingdom, it has been reported that 32% of the students studying in the post-graduate course have been benefitted due to the Virtual learning environment (VLE) and they have stated that they wish to continue the course in the post-lockdown phase. However, after the post-lockdown phase, the UK government has announced severe lockdown for the second phase of the coronavirus. It results in the more extension of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs in all the colleges and universities of the country (García-Cabrero et al. 2018). On the other hand, Quinn (2018) has stated that the program limits or restricts the opportunities of team building and therefore role-playing concepts along with the discussion and brainstorming phenomenon. 
[bookmark: _Toc56785140]4.2 Current mindset and demands of the students
In the developed countries like the UK, about 36.3% of students have found the system or the program meaningful and therefore they wish to continue from their home. As stated by Mai and Muruges (2018), it can be noted that many students are saving their daily allowance to go at their universities and other expenses while studying and attending university sessions online from home. However, most of the students those are in the graduate level are facing technical issues and also problems in understanding the lectures through Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs. Therefore, it can be acknowledged that the program is designed for the higher level candidates or the post-graduate candidates and not for the graduate students as they face problem in understanding daily classes without human-to-human contact.
[bookmark: _Toc56785141]5.0 Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc56785142]5.1 Research Approach 
In this study, the deductive research approach is followed, where there are primary as well as secondary analysis in the data collection part (Boulton et al. 2018). In the deductive research approach, it can be observed that both the survey questionnaire and the secondary data collection method is performed. 
[bookmark: _Toc56785143]5.2 Data Collection method 
The data will be collected with the help of the primary source as well as the secondary source related to the impact of the Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs on the students. The sample of the students is taken to 30. 
[bookmark: _Toc56785144]5.3 Data Collection process
The data collection process is based on the primary questionnaire that will be prepared for the sample respondents of 25 students studying in the concerned university. 


[bookmark: _Toc56785145]6.0 Primary Data Analysis 
Question 1
What is your age?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Male
	18
	60

	Female
	12
	40


Table 1: Age of the respondents
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 1: Age of the respondents
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 2
What is the year gradation in which you are studying? 
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	1st Year
	12
	40

	2nd Year
	9
	30

	3rd Year
	9
	30


Table 2: Year Gradation of the students
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 2: Year Gradation of the students
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 3
Do you have any positive impact of Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs delivered by the university?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Yes
	15
	50

	No
	9
	30

	3rd Year
	6
	20


Table 3: Positive impact of Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs
(Source: As created by the author)


Figure 3: Positive impact of Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 4
Do you think that Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs should be continued in the post lockdown phase?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Yes
	12
	40

	No
	9
	30

	3rd Year
	9
	30


Table 4: Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs should be continued in the post lockdown phase
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 4: Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs should be continued in the post lockdown phase
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 5
Are you getting advanced support from the teachers in Virtual learning environment?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Yes
	21
	70

	No
	3
	10

	3rd Year
	6
	20


Table 5: Advanced support from the teachers in Virtual learning environment
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 5: Advanced support from the teachers in Virtual learning environment
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 6
Have you faced any technical issues while continuing Virtual learning environment program?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Yes
	18
	60

	No
	6
	20

	3rd Year
	6
	20


Table 6: Technical issues while continuing Virtual learning environment program
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 6: Technical issues while continuing Virtual learning environment program
(Source: As created by the author)
Question 7
Have you faced any issues while understanding lectures of teachers in this program?
	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of respondents

	Yes
	24
	80

	No
	3
	10

	3rd Year
	3
	10


Table 7: Faced any issues while understanding lectures of teachers in this program
(Source: As created by the author)

Figure 7: Faced any issues while understanding lectures of teachers in this program
(Source: As created by the author)
[bookmark: _Toc56785146]7.0 Secondary Data Collection 
Solutions for mitigating the negative approaches
Harding, N., 2018. The Digital Turn: staff perceptions of the virtual learning environment and the implications for educational developers. Irish Journal of Technology Enhanced Learning.
As described by Harding (2018), it can be understood that Virtual learning environment (VLE) programs are designed in such a manner, where it should be understandable to the students those have recently admitted in the university from high school. There are some of the possible ways for mitigating the problems that include the weekly attendance of each teacher to the residential address of the students. With proper precautions for coronavirus by carrying sanitizers and wearing masks, the teachers need to attend the houses of students weekly for creating physical contact and eliminating all the doubts for the week. On the other hand, Harding (2018) has also proposed that the teachers also can keep a one-on-one session with the students after the university group sessions for clearing the doubts of each member. Furthermore, as universities are taking a huge fee from the students in the lockdown phase, it is the responsibility of the management board to deliver free internet and technical devices to the students for attending the Virtual learning environment (VLE) program sessions.


[bookmark: _Toc56785147]8.0 Conclusion 
It can be summarized that Virtual learning environment (VLE) is helpful for the students in many aspects but it has also many negative aspects, which hampers the education career of the students those are studying in the graduate-level course. However, the positive impacts are in the post-graduate level students those are much matured than the graduate-level course students. It can be predicted that the program will be continued in the post-lockdown phase and also in the second wave phase of coronavirus in the United Kingdom.  
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