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	[bookmark: _Hlk159420266]DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The rise of knife crime and the police response. 
INTRODUCTION:
The rise in knife crime in England and Wales is the reason I picked this issue. The number of knife-related crimes increased by 90% between 2012–13 and 2019–20. It is around 75% greater in 2023 than it was in 2012–2013. Both the general public and police officers are seriously at risk from this. The percentage has climbed by 67% in South Wales, 293% in Dyfed Powys, and 472% in Gwent. 

I believe it would be beneficial to discuss knife crime in my dissertation in order to ascertain the reason behind the rise in knife crime and to ensure that the police services in England and Wales are doing everything in their power to solve this issue. 


It is legal to purchase and possess certain knives in the United Kingdom, making access to knives extremely simple. Even with the Offensive Weapons Act of 2019, which prohibits the sale of any knife to anybody under the age of 18, it is still permissible for people younger than 18 to own knives. Since kitchen knives are so widely used in homes, it is easy to appraise them. Members of gangs who are older than 18 are permitted to purchase knives and provide them to younger members of the group. To combat the rise of knife crime police have a stop and search power under Section 1 of the Polie and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 to search an individual for prohibited articles. These include offensive weapons, bladed and sharply pointed articles. The government has also tried to stop the use of Zombie knives with Section 47 of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019. This section stops the buying, carrying and owning of zombie knives. 

In accordance with Section 1 of the police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984, officers have the authority to stop and search someone to search them for prohibited items in an effort to decrease the rise in knife crime. These include objects with blades and sharp points, as well as offensive weapons. The Offensive Weapons Act of 2019's Section 47 is another attempt by the government to outlaw the carrying of zombie knives. This clause prohibits the purchase, possession, and use of zombie knives.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

How knife crime has risen: - 
I will look at crime from 2012/13 to the current day and analyse what the difference are, how knife crime has increased and what are the uses of knife within crime.

What have the police and government done to counter knife crime: - 
I will look into the measures that have been put in place and their effeteness. I will look into stop and search powers and what the police have done to protect themselves against knife crime.

The effects of knife crime: -
I will research how knife crime has affected families. How much it costs the NHS and how hard it is to treat knife wound. How it effects the community and regular life. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Though my research in to my topic I have found The Ben Kinsella Trust, they are dedicated in to the education of the dangers of knife crime and carrying. They have done research in to the number of crime tat have used knives. They have also looked into the number of murders that have been committed with knives.  

I have found a book by Sue Roberts call Solutions to knife crime: a path through the red sea? Sue had begun by working with local authorities and speaking to those who has been affected by knife crime. These include schools, pupil referral units and prisons. She has also spoken with young offenders and gang members. Sue has raised concerns in the government by their lack of response, she believes that due to unemployment young people are taking to the streets and joining gangs in a way to help support themselves and their families. This comes in hand to hand with carrying knives. 

I have read a research article by BMC Public Health, they have completed research into risk factors with knife crime with young people. During their research they have found out a number of factors, these include poor mental health within young people and that mental health not being picked up or treated. The non-stop violence that is in the media, how their childhood experience impacted their decisions in life. They highlight gangs will pray on these and recruit them into their gangs. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will research using the internet, this will help me look in to statistics around knife crime. If what police are doing is affect the statistics, I will also be able to look into story around knife crime and how it has affected people and their community.

I will be sent out questionnaire to police officer to find their option around their combat on knife crime and how they feel with dealing with it.

I will be speaking with South Wales Police specialist knife crime team on how they combating knife crime.
I will speak with NHS staff around knife crime and how it affects them. 

I think these research methods are going to be best suited around my topic due to have a all-round view of it.  It will show serving police officers and NHS staffs opinions. It will give the latest statistics and show the effects of knife crime from around England and Wales.   

I will be looking to go on an attachment with SWP knife crime team to see some of the problems first hand.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking serving members of Welsh police forces, including Dyfed Powys and Gwent to complete questionnaire 

 I will be asking serving members of the NHS to give their view this will be done by questionnaire   

I will visit a ex member from the SWP knife crime team and ask him questions around it. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I don’t think there will be any ethical issues. 


	TIME SCALE:

I will be following the university guide of time scales and will complete my work in stages. 
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