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.
           This E-portfolio is written to show evidence of understanding of the subject.
 The report will include information about Academic Writing, Critical Analysis and a Video link for Sens of Place.

    This E-portfolio was submitted on the 10.03.2023 by Marina Ciubotariu, at the request of lecturer Christian Felices, ‘’University of Wales Trinity Saint David’’.

   The purpose of an introduction in an academic report is to provide a brief overview of the report’s content, establish his foundation and set the stage for the reader.
   In this report we will discuss the concept of critical analysis as it relates to writing in academic settings.  

  As stated by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen in 2005, "Good academic writing is not a result of innate talent, but a result of learned skill". This means that academic writing and critical analysis are abilities that may be gained and learned through practise and are crucial for academic success.

     In this report will also discuss critical analysis methods and demonstrate how they might be used in academic writing. Critical analysis's role in knowledge development will also be discussed.
    We will use academic sources to support our ideas and demonstrate the value of critical analysis in academic writing. The sources that will be used in this writing will be books, journals, newspapers and e-sources. 
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    In (The Handbook of Academic Writing: A Fresh Approach, n.d.) Murray and Moore (2006), show how important the "Main Findings" section is in academic writing and explain the best ways to show results in a clear and organised way. 
  The authors says that the main conclusions should be based on the data collected and analysed during the study and should be easy for readers to understand and how important it is to connect the main findings to the research questions or hypotheses that were proposed at the start of the study. This shows how important they are to the field of study.  
 Lastly, the authors say that the main findings section should be set up in a way that makes sense, with each finding given on its own line, so that the reader can understand what the results mean in terms of the research question.
As McMillan and (Weyers, 2016) say as well, in the main findings section of an academic paper, you talk about the most important things you have learned from your research.
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Academic writing is used to share ideas and research with the academic community. It is divided into two categories: student writing and expert writing, both of which are held to the same standards. It is organised, supported by evidence, critical, balanced, precise, objective, and formal (Smith, 2022).
According to (Academic Writing | Nottingham Trent University, n.d). academic writing is the kind of writing that universities think is best, and students are expected to use this kind of writing for their assignments and evaluations.
Academic writing is a challenging process that requires careful planning, proper research, and close attention to every detail. (Williams and Colomb, 2010; Swales and Feak, 2012). According to these sources, writing is a cycle in which ideas are constantly revised and improved. 
To write good academic papers, it's important to follow a structured process that includes:
Understanding the assignment is the first step, and it involves carefully reading and analysing the instructions provided by the teacher. Once the topic and requirements are clear, the student can move on to the research phase, which involves identifying and evaluating sources of information that are relevant to the topic.
The planning stage allows the student to organise their thoughts and make an outline or structure for the paper. This can help to ensure that the argument is logical and that all key points are addressed. Writing is the next step, and this involves putting the plan into action and creating a final sketch of the paper.
Rewriting and editing are critical stages in the academic writing process, as they allow the writer to refine their argument, identify errors, and improve the overall quality of the paper. Lastly, you need to reference your sources to make sure that they are all properly cited and that your paper follows the rules of the academic style you are using.
By following these steps, students can create high-quality academic writing that meets the requirements of their school and shows how well they know and understand the subject (Murray and Moore, 2006).
Hogue and Oshima (2006) and Lindeman and Anderson (2001) agree that by breaking the writing process down into steps, students can better handle all the different tasks that need to be done to make a good academic paper. These steps make writing more organised and help make sure that the final product meets the requirements of the assignment and the academic standards of the school. Students can improve their writing skills and produce work that shows what they know and how well they understand it through careful planning, careful execution, and careful revision.
 

[image: ]
3% similarity score represents citations.

A similarity check is when a document or text is compared to other documents or texts that already exist to see how similar they are. It is often used in universities to check for plagiarism, and it is also used in other fields to make sure that writing style is original.
To improve similarity scores, you can use techniques like better feature representation, data normalisation, ensemble methods, incorporating domain-specific knowledge, and creating a bigger and more varied data set. These methods can improve the accuracy and effectiveness of many applications, such as knowledge discovery and answering questions. 
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Critical thinking involves analysing appearances to determine cause and effect. It requires drawing unbiased conclusions based on a sound line of reasoning, achieved through a systematic, balanced, and objective examination of all evidence while also scrutinising the reasoning process (Cottrell, 2017).
 Critical analysis,  is an essential process that involves evaluating and understanding information, arguments, or ideas with the aim of making well-thought-out decisions (Brookfield, 2012). It involves breaking down complex concepts and arguments, evaluating them from various angles, and identifying what works and what doesn't. This is important as it enables one to assess the validity of information and arguments, leading to well-informed decisions and the production of high-quality work.
 One of the ways critical analysis improves the quality of work is by enabling individuals to identify and correct possible flaws in their own or others' arguments (Langer, 2012). This is achieved by critically evaluating an argument from different perspectives, questioning its assumptions, and identifying logical misconceptions, inconsistencies, or gaps in reasoning. This helps ensure that the work is well supported and makes sense, improving the overall quality. 
 Critical analysis is also crucial in verifying that the information presented is correct and reliable (Mulnix, 2012). This is achieved by scrutinising the reliability of the sources and the quality of the evidence presented and identifying any biases, mistakes, or limitations in the information. This helps ensure that the work is based on trustworthy information, which can improve its quality and impact.
 Furthermore, critical analysis can foster creativity and innovation by encouraging individuals to question their usual ways of thinking and explore new ideas (Moon, 2008). This is achieved by questioning assumptions and evaluating things from different angles, leading to the generation of fresh insights and innovative solutions. This can improve the quality of the work as a whole.
 Ultimately, critical analysis is an important skill for producing high-quality work. It helps improve the quality and impact of work by enabling individuals to evaluate information and arguments from various angles, identify possible flaws, and generate new ideas and insights.



[bookmark: _Toc128564587]Task 4 – video on sense of place and identity
 


[bookmark: _Toc128564588]Conclusion
 
 The conclusion of a research paper serves as a summary of the main points discussed and may suggest new avenues for research. It should not simply reiterate the research question or key points. A well-developed conclusion of one or two paragraphs is typically appropriate, although more may be needed to emphasize significant findings. Like the introduction, the conclusion provides an opportunity to leave a lasting impression on the reader and offer a fresh perspective on the implications of the research. A strong conclusion is essential because it enables the reader to fully understand the research topic and allows the researcher to restate the research problem succinctly (Abbadia,2022).
  In summary, critical thinking and analysis are necessary skills for producing high-quality academic writing. Through a systematic and objective evaluation of evidence and arguments, individuals can identify flaws, verify information, and generate new insights and ideas. Moreover, following a structured writing process can help students produce well-organised and well-supported papers that meet the requirements of their assignments and academic standards. By developing these skills, individuals can improve the quality and impact of their work, contributing to the academic community's knowledge and understanding of various subjects.
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