A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale’. 
	Target number:
	Target Set:
	What I have done in this assignment to reach target set:

	1
	 Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.  Use these to underpin your discussion within the assignment.
	I have tried to use more resources to expand further knowledge on these topics to back my reasonings 

	2
	 Reference all your sources of information both within the text and in a reference list at the end using the Harvard Ref System. 
	Including a reference list to ensure my resources are referenced 

	3
	Make sure you back up your ideas with evidence from reading.
	Try to expand further.
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	Morning
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	Morning
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	Extremely low
	
	
	
	Children 3+4
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	Children 1+2
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	Children 3+4
	Children A+B
	

	High 
	Children A+B
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	Children C+D
	

	Extremely high
	Children C+D
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Question- Is there a difference in engagement with children in the morning nursery compared to the afternoon nursery and whether the children are more engaged in indoor or outdoor learning?

Introduction
My aims from this assignment is to discover whether there is a difference in engagement between children in the morning and afternoon nursery and whether or not a different learning environment helps encourage involvement or the opposite. I have gathered research by observing in school A setting to help have more of an understanding on the topic and an overall conclusion based on my perspective and personal research. Its clear to see that foundation learning has changed snice the implementation of the Curriculum for Wales 2022 making sure that all children in the early years are learning approaches which scaffolds the children’s development. This observation is to discover whether or not there is a difference in involvement within the nursery age group of foundation learning between the morning and afternoon children and their different abilities but also looking into more detail on whether involvement can vary depending on whether the activity set is indoors or outdoors. When studying this I ensured to taken into account of observing various children of mixed ability but also ensured to observe the same children for both indoor and outdoor activities to make sure results are more reliable. These activities were held at 10 minutes with 4 children of various abilities, needs and backgrounds. The indoor activity set was for the children to match up the numercons with the corresponding number. The outdoor activity set was to find the numercon and state what number they have found to the teacher. When the observation was being taken I insured not to interfere with the activity involvement and the children were unaware of an observation being taken. 
Literature Review
When observing in school A it is clear that foundation learning is of a high standard and pedagogies are being followed throughout the new curriculum in the setting. one of the many changes to the curriculum is assessments being removed and progression steps replacing this. This has many positive affects on a child’s learning as it takes off any pressure and stress of doing well in assessments and tests that were given previously and takes away comparing children on their ability on assessment days. Instead, it gives the practitioners more room to understand where each child is at academically through observations held in the classroom throughout the school day. Following this Estyn states in their website that schools should, “provides for appropriate progression for learners and includes a range of provision to ensure this” (Welsh Government, 2020a, p.13) supporting another form of literature which states, “ability to use these records and observations to help inform future planning of the curriculum” (Observing children, Page 8). Both these sources believe that observing a child has a positive ability to benefit children’s learning progression further. However, on the other hand children’s work ethic can fluctuate depending on numerous of reasons and they can produce work too a lower standard due to numerous reasoning like, tiredness, hunger, Aces, ALN etc. Making observations completed to a lower standard and placing them lower down in the progression steps being monitored. In the New curriculum it is seen that the 12 pedagogical principles are of high importance to ensure that all practitioners in school settings are following these steps to become a good role models and educators in the setting. ensuring that the children then follow the steps of the four purposes to become good learners.
Outdoor learning in the foundation learning phase is seen as crucial to children’s education in both England and Wales. Numerous research sources agree with this statement and one source states that “92 per cent of schools said it improves pupils’ health and wellbeing and engages them with learning” (natural England, 2016). This suggests that children’s overall attitude and learning experience can be reliant on the learning environment. Not just outdoor and indoor facilities being used in lessons but also the resources given in the school and the usage of allocated learning environment throughout the school setting. Needless to say there can also be some negative outcomes when outdoor learning, one being that in Wales it rains on average of 270 days a year. Making it harder for practitioners to lesson plan for the outdoors. However, forest schools can often still take place as suitable clothing can be worn. Jean Piaget a child led theorist developed a schema “building blocks of knowledge” used in forest schools to help build and encourage the development of children in a hands on learning environment. Lev Vygotsky also believed in Jean Piagets theory and later on elaborated  further research and believed that children can also learn from a more knowledgeable other when being taught complex things in life. This suggests that practitioners can teach children through a hands on approach of learning whilst also ensuring the children have been shown what to do prior to each activity to ensure the children understand the activity given. This gives children the opportunity for play based and structured learning involved in the same activity. By ensuring that all children have the opportunity for a balance of play based learning and structured lessons set in school settings we are ensuring that the four purposes conducted by the ministers of Wales and Professor Donaldson are being met and developed throughout the foundation learning and teaching approaches set within the new curriculum (Donaldson, 2015, pages 62-64). 

Methodology
When conducting research for my chosen question I used a method of research using the Leuven scale. The Leuven scale can be used to measure both involvement and well being this was created by Ferre Laevers. In this case I have chosen to focus on involvement as It is a lot easier to measure in the nursery setting of school A as involvement can be seen and measured more physically whereas the Leuven scale for wellbeing is based off of emotions which is hard to measure in children of a younger age group as it is known that through Eriksons theory that children only start to develop psychosocially at certain ages and stages. This suggests that the child in question might not be able to resonate with their own emotions and well being making it difficult for us as practitioners too as well. When studying the Leuven scale for involvement the categories given can often overlap with one another. This makes it both reliable to give a reading as it is possible to be in one or more category but also can cause more mistakes with observing children as there would be no set category and no set conclusion. Both Leuven scales contain five categories which implies that whatever you are choosing to observe has to fall under one of them. When using the observation schedule and Leuven scale in school A it was straight forward and easy to use, however it was hard to categories the children into one section as I found throughout the observation time set involvement varied.
Discussion and findings
Before carrying out any form of observation it is important to enclose that confidentiality of all children part taking in these tasks are kept anomalous as disclosed with the British Educational Research Association (BERA) and will continue to do so. Any information written down was completely confidential and kept safe out of access from anyone including the children. No names or any information about the children in question and the school have been recorded to ensure data protection is being with held.
 When carrying out and researching ‘Is there a difference in engagement with children in the morning nursery compared to the afternoon nursery and whether the children are more engaged in indoor or outdoor learning?’  I have discovered through using the Leuven scale and an observation schedule that children overall in the morning nursery are more involved in the activities set throughout the day compared to the involvement from the afternoon nursery children. I do believe this to be to do with age differences and having more time in a school setting to understand routine and structured learning. This links with ‘Pavlos dogs theory’ as Ivan Pavlov believed that children can be conditioned into a routine which is seen throughout the school day. It is still clear that afternoon nursery are still comprehending what school is and what they are expected to do whilst visiting. Also, looking at my recent discoveries I have made in my research there is not only a difference in engagement between the morning and afternoon but also a difference in involvement depending on where the activity is taking place. When given outdoor activity, engagement levels risen, and those children were more involved completing the task to a higher standard due to more focus giving higher levels of confidence and work ethic. 
It is seen that children A and B from the morning nursery both experienced moderate involvement in the indoor activity presenting signs of being continuously busy within the activity but too busy to really concentrate and focus on set activity, whilst both experiencing an increase to high levels of involvement when given a change to complete an outdoor activity. Which consisted of them both being eagerly involved with less of a distracted mind set. Following on with children C and D who were also taking part in both activities in the morning, they both increased from experiencing high levels of involvement indoors to experiencing extremely high levels of which is the greatest form of involvement shown on the Leuven scale and shows signs of great concentration throughout involvement outdoors. Both pairs selected are of mixed abilities and home backgrounds and genders to ensure variety and that a fair test is being withheld during this research. 
All children from afternoon nursery were asked to complete the same task to ensure reliability in results. Looking at children 1 and 2 they experienced low involvement within the indoor activity showing signs of interrupted learning and overall being very distracted by the environment around them and fellow peers. High involvement was then witnessed when completing the outdoor activity. This shows a massive difference a change of work environments has had on those two children. However, results also show a difference in both children 3 and 4 as their experience went from extremely low indoors, signs of no energy and procrastinating anything set to then a change to becoming more moderate outdoors. Which is also a massive progression in work ethic and attitude overall.
Conclusions and recommendations
To conclude it is greatly seen evidently that there is an overall difference between both morning and afternoon nursery abilities to complete work set, suggesting that the afternoon nursery could possibly be learning more through play than what they would learn through a more structured lesson plan. Whilst looking into my research and findings the morning nursery are more mixed in the way they need both structured learning and learning through play in order to find that balance to help get into the foundation learning setting. it is also clear that children overall had a better learning experience when taken outdoors suggesting that possibly being taken out of their everyday work environment and being taken to a different environment has a significant impact on their involvement and motivation. But is it the outdoors learning or is it just being outside the classroom in general? I have completed further research and sources and discovered that they both often have an overall positive impact “Learning outside the classroom is about raising achievement through an organised, powerful approach to learning in which direct experience is of prime importance. This is not only about what we learn but importantly how and where we learn.” (DfES, 2006a: 3). It is seen that being taken outside the classroom environment benefits the children’s behaviour and ability to listen and follow instructions. Estyn (2011) supports this, “Provision for outdoor learning was good or better in two thirds of the providers we surveyed. Pupils’ wellbeing, behaviour and physical development have all improved as a result of learning outdoors” and also gives a recommendation to all schools that, “plan, organise and assess learning and wellbeing as well in the outdoors as they do indoors”
Using the Leuven scale was a good research tool to use in this research project and the form of observation used ensured I wasn’t involved in the task in that I was strictly just observing from a distance to ensure correct and accurate results were being taken fairly. As far as observations go in this question it would also be beneficial to observe larger numbers of groups to ensure my results are accurate when coming to a conclusion. Another change I would possibly consider is observing in time intervals to really compare the difference within time and link in doing a time sample observation into the table and research method.
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